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ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Chapter 13: Paul and Barnabas Are Sent to the Gentiles

Sunday, April 1, 2001

Keys to Understanding:

Saul - In this lesson Saul begins to be called Paul.  (“Saul” was a Jewish name while “Paulus” or “Paul” was the Roman equivalent and more common among the Gentiles.)

Journeys of Paul - The journey begun in this chapter is the first of four, sometimes called the “Missionary Journeys”.  We will study all of these in Acts.

Synagogue on the Sabbath – Wherever several Jews lived they gathered in a synagogue for worship on the Sabbath day.  They studied the Old Testament Law which included prophecies of Jesus.  Here Paul could preach to the people in any city who should be best prepared to understand the teaching about Jesus.

Selucia – This is the seaport of Antioch in Syria.

Cyprus – This is an island on which are located the two cities, Salamis and Paphos.  Perga and Antioch in Pisidia are on the mainland of what we now call Turkey.  

Things to Look for as You Read:

· Learn what happened to a sorcerer who tried to keep a prominent official from believing

· Learn where Saul began to be called Paul

· Read the history of the Jews up to the resurrection of Jesus

· Learn how differently Jews and Gentiles received the preaching about Jesus

Questions:
1. Who were the prophets and teachers that were in the church at Antioch?

2. Out of the five prophets and teachers there, who did the Holy Spirit choose to send on a special mission or work and where were they sent?

3. Who did they meet when they traveled to Paphos?

4. Who sent for Barnabas and Saul to come to him and why?

5. What did the Elymas, the sorcerer, try to do? (vs. 8)

6. What was the outcome?

7. In verse 9 we see that Saul was also called what?

8. Where did Paul, Barnabas and John set out to next?

9. Where did Paul preach on the Sabbath Day? 

10. In Paul’s sermon, he said that Jesus was the descendant (or seed) of what king?

11. In verses 37 through 41 Paul tells them who Jesus really was and then warns them lest what happen to them? (vs. 41)

12. When they left the synagogue, who begged Paul to speak to them the next Sabbath Day?

13. Almost the whole city showed up to hear Paul preach on the 2nd Sabbath.  How did the Jews react to Paul’s words this time?

14. How did the Gentiles react to the Paul’s words?

15. What action did the Jews take against Paul and Barnabas?

Closing Thoughts:
    The Jews had no problem with the things that Paul had taught on the Sabbath Day the first time.  In verse 43 it says, “…when the congregation had broken up, many of the Jews and devout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, and persuaded them to continue in the grace of God.”  However, on the next Sabbath Day (verse 45) they felt differently.  It says, “when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy”.  They were envious of the popularity of the apostles and their message and felt very threatened.  They were the religious leaders that the people looked to for guidance and they were interested in keeping it that way.  In verse 46 it goes on to say that now, “they opposed the things spoken by Paul”.  

    So many times today, people will seek out a religion or a church that best serves their needs instead of searching for a church that is teaching the truth.  Jesus gave the commandment to his apostles before he ascended to heaven, “Go, therefore and make disciples of all nations baptizing them…teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you…” (Matt. 28:19-20).

    Jesus commanded his apostles—and us—to teach what He had commanded.  Nothing more and nothing less!   (Consider these passages: 2 Tim. 2:25; 2 Tim. 3:7; Rom. 1:18;  1 John 3:19;  Eph. 4:14-15;  John 8:32)

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Chapter 14: Paul and Barnabas Are Persecuted

Wednesday, April 4, 2001

Keys to Understanding:

Zeus – (Jupiter) and Hermes (Mercury) were the “gods” of the Greeks and Romans.  Zeus (Jupiter) was chief of their false gods and Hermes (Mercury) was their messenger.

Elders – Men appointed by Paul and Barnabas in each church.  Older men had always been prominent in the government of the Jews and in the synagogues.  In the new Law (New Testament) the elders of the church must meet the qualifications that are listed in Titus 1:5-9.  Elders were also called bishops and overseers in the New Testament.

Things to Look for as You Read:

· Learn who caused Paul and Barnabas troubles as they preached about Jesus

· See how Paul was first worshipped, then stoned in Lystra

· Learn what Paul and Barnabas did for the churches in the cities where they had preached

· See how they were received on return to Antioch

Questions:

1. At first, when Paul and Barnabas preached in Iconium, a great multitude of both the Jews and Gentiles believed.  What happened to change this?

2. When they could see that the city was divided and that they were in danger, where did they go next?

3. After the miracle that Paul performed on the crippled man, what did the people of Lystra call Barnabas and Paul?

4. What did Paul and Barnabas say about this?

5. Paul told the people of Lystra about the living God who made the __________ and ____________ and _____________ that they were worshipping.  

6. When Jews from Antioch and Iconium came to Lystra, what did they persuade the multitudes to do? (vs. 19)

7. The next day Paul was able to recover and leave with Barnabas to go where and did they have any success there? (vs. 21)

8. Why did Paul and Barnabas go back to Lystra and Iconium, even though they knew that they could be in danger there? (vs. 21-23)

9. Once back in Antioch, who did they gather together and tell of all the things that God had done?  (vs. 27)

Closing Thoughts:

Many preachers today promise that being a Christian will solve all physical, financial and social problems.  In this chapter we can see that being a Christian often brought great persecution, but it was worth it to have a promise of eternal reward.

Many churches today do not have elders.  In the book of Acts, elders were appointed in every church after it had been given a little time to develop men that were qualified.  Shouldn’t we seek to worship at a church that has men that meet the qualifications of being Elders like the New Testament churches did?

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Chapter 15: The Jerusalem Council About Circumcision

Sunday, April 8, 2001

Keys to Understanding:

Circumcision Controversy  - Jewish Christians wanted Gentiles to be Christians— if they also became Jews by circumcision.  Paul and Barnabas, however, insisted that Jesus Christ was all they needed—they did not have to become Jews.

Apostles and Elders – The apostles were those Jesus had appointed.  The elders were men (like those appointed in Acts 14:23) who were overseers of the church.

James – This was not the brother of John for he had been put to death by Herod (12:2).  This James was the half-brother of Jesus (Matthew 13:55 and Galatians 1:19).

Things to Look for as You Read:
· See how most Jewish Christians received word of the work done by Paul and Barnabas.

· See how Peter used the conversion of Cornelius to prove that uncircumcised Gentiles were equal to Jews before God.

· Learn what common Gentile practices were to be avoided by Christians.

· Learn about the disagreement between Paul and Barnabas and how they separated.

Questions:

1. While staying in Antioch, what were certain men that came from Judea teaching?

2. Why didn’t Paul and Barnabas agree with what these men were teaching?

3. How strong was their disagreement?

4. What did they decide needed to be done in order to clear up the disagreement?

5. On their way to Jerusalem, Paul and Barnabas passed through Phoencia and Samaria.  With whom did they share the news about the Gentiles?  

6. When they got to Jerusalem, who came together to consider the matter concerning circumcision? (vs. 6)

7. Why was it that they wanted the Gentiles to be circumcised?

8. Explain what Peter meant in verse 10, “…why do you test God by putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear”?

9. Peter told them that both the Jews and the Gentiles were saved by the _________ of our Lord Jesus. (vs. 11)

10. In a letter to the Gentiles, they were told in verse 29 to abstain from meats (food) offered to  ______________, from _______________, from animals (things) which had been __________ and from _____________.  If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well.  

11. When Paul proposed a second journey, Barnabas wanted to take _______ _______, but Paul refused.  Why?

12. How did they resolve the difference of opinion?

13. As Paul and Silas went through Syria and Cilicia, what did they do?

Closing Thoughts:

    Today, when religious questions arise, many denominations gather delegates from many churches to discuss the matter and then vote to decide the issue by majority voice.  In the book of Acts, the New Testament had not been written, so the brethren in Antioch inquired of the Apostles and elders in Jerusalem.

    The answer was unanimously reached as they were guided by the Holy Spirit, and we do the same today when we go to the New Testament for answers.  The New Testament was written by men guided by the Holy Spirit.  When spiritual questions come up, they must be answered by scripture—not by the opinions or “majority rule.”

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

The Book of Galatians (Chapters 1-6)

Wednesday, April 11, 2001

Keys to Understanding:

False Teaching  - Jewish Christians wanted Gentiles to be Christians— if they also became Jews by circumcision.  Paul and Barnabas, however, insisted that Jesus Christ was all they needed—they did not have to become Jews.  Paul wrote this letter to the churches in Galatia to refute false teaching.

Purpose of the Old Law – It was a “schoolmaster” to bring us to Christ.

Things to Look for as You Read:
· Paul said that even if an angel from God teaches falsely, “them be accursed.”
· Paul’s teachings came via revelation (direct communications) from God.

· Paul reminded them that this Jewish false teaching had already been condemned by the apostles and elders in Jerusalem via a letter to the gentile Christians.

· Paul teaches that the Old Law is a law of bondage, while the New is one of freedom.

· Paul teaches that the Old Law had a purpose: to bring us to Christ.

Assignment: Read the entire book of Galatians, then answer the following questions:

Questions:

1. Now that you’ve read the entire book of Galatians, describe overall what Paul is teaching against.

2. Read chapter 1.  Who was do be “accursed” and why?

3. Why, in your opinion, do you think that Paul described his travels to them?  What point was he trying to make?

4. Read chapter 2.  What had the false brethren done secretly, and why?

5. Describe why Paul had withstood Peter to his face.  (What had Peter done?)

6. Read chapter 3.  What questions does he ask?  Why does he ask these questions?

7. What are his arguments about the nature of the old law?

8. Read chapter 4.  What are his arguments about children, slaves and adoption?

9. What argument does he make about Isaac and Ishmael—and how does it apply to Christians today?

10. Read chapter 5.  Describe all of the “bad” that accompanies circumcision.

11. Describe the works of the flesh.

12. Describe the fruit of the Spirit.

13. Read chapter 6.  How do we restore those who seek to be forgiven?

14. Describe some of the commands given in how we live with each other.

Closing Thoughts:

    Two thousand years ago, there were false teachers telling people they had to keep the law of Moses in order to be saved.  Today, they’re teaching other false doctrine.  False doctrine can be taught by anyone—even people we thought were “good teachers.”

    The only way we can know what is false is by studying the Bible for ourselves, learning for ourselves and applying the teachings of others against the Bible.  Like Paul, we must not hesitate to correct those (like Peter) that needed to be corrected.  And like Peter, we must be willing to be corrected when we err.

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Chapter 16: Conversion of Lydia and the Philippian Jailor

Sunday, April 15, 2001

Keys to Understanding:

Map:  Follow Paul’s journey on the map.  When he left Troas, he was leaving what is now Turkey (in Asia) and entering Greece in Europe.

Timothy – A young man, apparently converted on Paul’s first visit to Lystra.  Paul had him circumcised, not for salvation, but because his mother was Jewish.

Roman Citizenship – Though Paul was a Jew, he had been born a Roman citizen.  In the Empire, Roman citizens had certain privileges and rights not granted to other subjects of  Rome.  One of these was a right to trial before any punishment was administered.

Things to Look for as You Read:

· Cities where Paul and his companions preached.
· Things which Lydia and the Jailer did to be saved.
· Reaction of Paul and Silas to their persecution.
· The reason Paul, Silas and Timothy left Philippi.
Questions:

1. Where did Paul and Silas stop at first on this journey?

2. Who did they meet?

3. Why did Paul have Timothy circumcised?

4. What did Paul, Silas and Timothy deliver to the brethren in the cities that they went through?

5. Where did they plan to go next and why were the unable to carry out that plan?

6. Describe the vision that Paul had during the night.

7. On their way to Macedonia, they stopped in Philippi.  Who did they meet while they were worshipping there on the Sabbath Day?

8. What happened in verse 15?

9. Why were the masters of the slave girl angry when Paul cast the spirit from her?  

10. What did they accuse Paul and Silas of?

11. What was the punishment they received?

12. After being beaten and imprisoned, Paul and Silas were _________ and ___________ hymns at midnight.

13. What happened during the earthquake?

14. How did the keeper of the prison react when he saw the doors open?

15. What question did he have for Paul and Silas?

16. What did he do in response to Paul and Silas answer, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved”?

17. The next morning, the magistrates tried to release Paul and Silas but what did Paul tell the officers?

18. When they finally did leave, whose house did they stop by first before going?

Closing Thoughts:

In the book of Acts, all of the examples of people receiving God’s word are recorded as believing and immediately being baptized.  All of the individuals that accepted the Word that was taught by the apostles, responded in the same manner.  Have we received the same Word that was taught by the apostles in the 1st century and have we responded to the Word in the same way?

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Chapter 17: Paul at Thessalonica, Berea and Athens

Wednesday, April 18, 2001

Keys to Understanding:

Map:  It will help you to understand Paul’s travels if you will find each city on the map as we go along.

Devout Greeks – (also called “God-fearing Greeks”)  These were Gentiles who were interested enough in the God of the Jews to attend their synagogue worship.  They proved good prospects for the gospel.

Athens – A city noted for its philosophers and for its beautiful temples.  As Paul stood on Mars Hill (also called the Areopagus), he was near the hill on which these beautiful temples were located.

Questions:

1. After coming to the synagogue in Thessalonica, what does Paul do?

2. Some of the people there were persuaded—but the Jews that were not persuaded became envious.   What did they do and who did they get to help them?

3. What was their accusation against Jason, Paul and Silas?

4. Once released, where did Paul and Silas go?

5. How were these people in Berea described in verse 11 and why?

6. After having to leave Berea also, Paul went to Athens alone.  While waiting for Silas and Timothy, what did he notice about the city of Athens?

7. When Paul is given the opportunity to speak on Mars Hill, he started out by saying, “I perceive that in all things you are very _____________; for as I was passing through I even found an altar with the inscription: ___________________________.  

8. Paul then describes God to them as the one who made the _________ and _____________________ in it, and that God made all nations from one ________________.  

9. He went on to explain to them that men were made so that they should ___________ for and ______________the Lord.  

10. In verse 30, Paul tells them that God commands all men everywhere to ___________.  

11. When the men of Athens heard these things, some mocked while others said what?

12. In verse 34 it says that some men and women ______________.

Closing Thoughts:

Many preachers and churches today expect followers to accept whatever they say without any personal investigation of the scripture.  In the book of Acts, people were commended for searching the scriptures daily to see if the things Paul was preaching were true.  What about us?  Are we searching the scriptures daily to make certain that the preaching we are hearing is true?  The responsibility is the hearer’s, not the preacher’s!

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Chapter 18: Paul at Corinth and Ephesus

April 22, 2001

Keys to Understanding:

Map  - Continue to follow the places Paul visited on the map.

Achaia  - Greece

Corinth – This city was an extremely wicked and immoral city in Greece.

First and Second Thessalonians  – Books of the New Testament that were letters written by Paul back to the church in Corinth.  The first was apparently written soon after Timothy and Silas joined him as recorded in 18:5.  You might like to read First Thessalonians with this background. 

Beginning of Third Journey – Verse 22 records the end of Paul’s second journey.  Verse 23 reports the beginning of the third.

Things to Look for as You Read
· See how Paul supported himself in Corinth while he was preaching there.

· Learn of the success of the gospel, even in a wicked city.

· Read about what happened to two synagogue rulers.

· Read about an eloquent and educated preacher who was wrong about baptism.

Questions:
1. Where does Paul go after leaving Athens?

2. He meets Aquila and Priscilla who had come to Corinth from Italy.  What did Paul have in common with them?

3. What did we find Paul doing again on the Sabbath day?

4. Even though he persuaded both Jews and Greeks there in Corinth, he became frustrated with some of the unbelieving Jews.  Who did he decided to go and teach?

5. Crispus, a ruler of the synagogue and many of the Corinthians _____________on the Lord and were _____________.  

6. What was Paul told in a vision concerning his stay there in Corinth?

7. How long did Paul end up staying there?

8. When the Jews in Corinth did rise up against Paul, what happened?

9. Who was Sosthenes and what happened to him?

10. When Paul left and sailed for Syria, who did he take along with him?

11. What did Paul do once he came to Ephesus?

12. While Aquila and Priscilla were at Ephesus, who came and began to speak in the synagogue?

13.  If  Apollos was fervent in spirit and spoke and taught accurately the things of the Lord, why did Aquila and Priscilla need to take him aside and talk with him?

14. After Aquila and Priscilla corrected him, where did Apollos leave to go and preach?

Closing Thoughts:

In this chapter we see how there were those who lived in a very wicked city who accepted the gospel.  Many times today we tend to prejudge people as to whether or not they would interested in the gospel of Christ based upon the lives they are living at the time in which we meet them.

We should never assume to know whether or not someone would be interested in hearing about Jesus simply because of their present circumstances.  We also see where a very educated preacher was wrong in some of his teachings.  We should also never assume that because a preacher is a very educated and talented speaker, that he is always correct.  As we read in Acts 17:11, if we search the scriptures daily to see what is true, we will be able to recognize false teaching when we see it.   

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Chapter 19: Paul’s Preaching Causes a Riot at Ephesus

Wednesday, April 25, 2001

Keys to Understanding:

Maps- Follow Paul’s journeys on your map.

Diana – (also called Artemis)  The “goddess” of the Ephesians, her temple in Ephesus was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world.  Festivals in her honor brought thousands of worshippers to Ephesus and they bought the silver shrines made by Demetrius and the silversmiths for souvenirs.

Theater – An outdoor seating area which is still to be seen in ruins in ancient Ephesus.

Things to Look for as You Read:

· The reason that 12 men needed to be re-baptized

· Learn how 7 sons of Sceva were embarrassed

· Paul’s companions and plans for future travel

· The exciting uproar in Ephesus

Questions:

1. Who did Paul find when he came to Ephesus and what questions did he have for them?

2. What was the difference between being baptized into John the Baptist and being baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus?

3. What did they do about this difference?

4. What happened when Paul laid hands on them?  (Bonus question: Why was Paul able to do this?)

5. What was the result of Paul continuing to preach at the synagogue there in Ephesus?

6. What was “the Way” that some were speaking evil of in verse 9?

7. What was the result of Paul’s work in Asia? (vs. 10)

8. What were the unusual miracles that occurred by the hands of Paul in this chapter?

9. What happened when the sons of a Jewish chief priest tried to capitalize on Paul’s popularity and power?

10. What was the value of the books of “sorcery” that were burned?

11. Can you think of any examples of this today?  Movies?  Books?  Other?  Why does God condemn those who have anything to do with this evil practice?

12. Paul made plans to try and travel to ____________ and then on to __________.

13. What was Demetrius, the silversmith’s, complaint about Paul’s preaching against idols?

14. What do you think was REALLY bothering Demetrius and the other silversmiths?

15. Who were Gaius and Aristarchus and what happened to them?

16. What did the city clerk suggest to the people and what was the end result?

17. How was this like what happened to Paul at Phillipi?  How was the ending different?

Closing Thoughts:

Many today think it does not matter HOW one is baptized.  In looking back to Acts 2:38, those who received the Word were told to “repent and be baptized everyone of you for the remission of your sins and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”.  Obviously, God commands repentance and baptism.

John preached repentance and baptism—so wasn’t his baptism into repentance?   Yet, in this chapter those who were baptized into repentence had need to be baptized again, this time for the remission of their sins.  They confessed Him as the Son of God and were baptized in His name.  Thus, they were saved from their sins.

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Chapter 20: Paul Raises Eutychus to Life at Troas; Romans & Galatians Written

Sunday, April 29, 2001

Keys to Understanding:

Map – Locate the cities Paul visited on the map.

Greece – Corinth was in Greece.  During the 3 months that Paul was there, he wrote the book of Romans and probably the book of Galatians.

“To Break Bread” – This suggests the Lord’s Supper, described in  1 Cor. 11:23-26.  The church in Jerusalem “continued steadfastly in…breaking of bread” (Acts 2:42).

Things to Look for as You Read:

· The increasing hatred of the Jews toward Paul

· The love of Paul for those he had taught

· Paul’s determination to preach in Jerusalem, even in the face of personal danger in that city

· Paul’s warnings to the church in Ephesus

Questions:

1. Who traveled with Paul as he left Ephesus and went to Macedonia, Greece and on to Asia?

2. Where did they all end up after the Days of the Unleavened Bread?

3. On the first day of the week, the disciples in Troas came together to _________ __________.

4. When Paul preached until midnight, what happened to Eutychus?  What did Paul do?

5. Paul went from Troas on foot and the others sailed and met Paul at _____________. (vs.14)

6. They arrived at Miletus and hurried to be at _______________ for the Day of Pentecost.

7. While in Miletus, Paul sent for the ____________ of the church.

8. What did he tell them? (vs. 25)

9. What did he warn them of in verse 28 – 29?

10. How do Paul’s warnings apply to us today?

11. Paul commended them to God and to the __________ of His grace which would build them up.

12. Paul tells them to remember the words of the Lord, “It is more __________ to _____ than to _________.”

Closing Thoughts:
In the book of Acts, when churches met on the first day of the week, they met to “break bread”.  Many times today, churches will not “break bread” on the first day of every week, but rather have scheduled times when they will “break bread”, i.e., once a month, etc.

Our purpose on Sunday mornings is not to hear the preacher—it is to break bread!  The Lord’s Supper should be the central focus of our worship to God every first day of the week.  It is central to everything we do—we “examine ourselves” to insure we are pleasing to God.

In the book of Acts, each church had its elders (who were also called “overseers,” “shepherds” or “bishops”) who were responsible for the purity of the church.  Shouldn’t we try to pattern the church after the examples that we have of the first churches that the apostles (being guided by the Holy Spirit) set up?

Some churches have priests, some have preachers, and some have pastors (preachers) that oversee the church.  Even in the Lord’s own body some churches “let the preacher do it.”  Yet the Bible shows a different method!

I Thessalonians

Wednesday, May 2, 2001

Keys to Understanding:

Map
Locate Thessalonica on a map.  What city is this called today?


This letter was written by Paul from Corinth, as a result of Timothy’s report (I Thess 3:4)

Things to Look for as You Read:

· The faith of the church at Thessalonica was evident in their “good works.”  (What does that mean?)

· Paul and his co-workers had sent Timothy to teach them and work with them.  Timothy spoke highly of their hard work and their faith.

· Paul commends their faith and their actions and urges them to continue.

· The coming of the Lord is described in detail!

· Paul urges them to live soberly, watching and waiting for the Lord to come, living faithful lives.

Questions:

1. Read chapter 1.  What impresses you most about what Paul says to them about their actions?

2. Read chapter 2.  How and why did Paul, Silas and Timothy (the authors of this book) speak to them—describe some of the language that they used to described how they taught.

3. Why, in your opinion, did they “receive the word of God which you heard from us” so readily?

4. Read chapter 3.  Why was Timothy sent—and what did Timothy report to Paul & Silas?

5. How did Paul and Silas pray for them?  How can we do this today?

6. In chapter 4, they give some strong commands.  What are they, and how do they apply today?

7. What does it mean to “lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your own hands, and we commanded you”?  How does one do this?

8. Read chapter 5.  What are the deeper meanings of verses 1-7?

9. List some of the commands they give regarding their work with one another in the church:

Summary:

The brothers and sisters at Thessalonica obviously loved each other and loved the Lord.  This letter shows that Paul was very pleased with the progress they were making, and he urges them on to even more good works.  There is much good teaching here for any faithful Christian, including confirmation that Jesus is coming again to take us home to be with Him in heaven.

II Thessalonians

Sunday, May 6, 2001

Things to Look for as You Read:

· Notice who wrote the book besides Paul (two more men).

· “The son of perdition” is discussed.

· Paul commands that busybodies be stopped and that unruly brethren be shamed into repentance.

Questions:

1. What did the authors of the book boast about concerning them?  Why?

2. What steps (there are several!) will Christ take when He returns?

3. Read chapter 2.  Why, according to the authors, should they not be troubled about Christ’s return?

4. Paul comforts them by telling them of an evil “son of perdition” controlled by Satan and temporarily allowed by God.  What will be his ultimate fate?

5. What will happen to those who follow him?

6. How were the Thessalonians different from those who followed this evil one?

7. Read chapter 3.  What does it mean to “withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly”?

8. Where else in the New Testament does this command occur?

9. Thought:  Why do you think that God wants us to do this?

10. What two types of people are contrasted in the end of chapter 3?

Summary:

    The authors of II Thessalonians write to a church that is growing but having some problems.  They have some of their number who are causing trouble—including false teaching.

    All churches have problems!  However, God gave scriptural examples and commands to deal with our problems while continuing in love and in growth, serving Him.  This book helps us to understand this.

I Corinthians chapters 1-5 (1 of 3)

Wednesday, May 9, 2001

Things to Look for as You Read:

· Notice who helped Paul write the book.

· The church in Corinth was divided; Paul teaches that we are all united in Christ Jesus.

· People that are “wise” in this life are not necessarily wise where God is concerned!

· Paul, Apollos and others all had a hand in teaching them.

· We are personal servants—stewarts—of gifts and responsibilities given to us by God.

· Paul commands strongly that they deal with the sexual immorality in the church.

Questions:

1. What did Paul mean by “you all speak the same thing, and there be no division among you?”
2. What do you think Paul meant by his teaching in 1:11-17?

3. How does Paul compare the “wisdom” of men and the true wisdom of God (1:18-31)?  Can you think of one or two examples you see in the “wisdom” of men today?

4. In chapter 2, Paul discusses how they—and how we today—truly learn God’s will.  Obviously we have to work at learning, so what does Paul teach has to happen?

5. How does one truly learn “the mind of God”?

6. In chapter 3, he calls them “babes.”  Read what he says about spiritual babes and spiritually mature, and think of some ways that spiritual immaturity and maturity are shown in others.

7. Describe the method of teaching Paul discusses—those planting, watering—the foundation that is laid by Christ—and think of some practical applications.

8. In what way are we the “temple of God” and God’s possession, as he discusses here?

9. Look up the word “steward.”  Describe how it applies to being a steward of Christ and the mysteries of the word of God.  (This will NOT be an easy answer.  Give it some thought.)

10. He calls them “rich,” yet then calls them “fools for Christ’s sake.”  How so?

11. He calls them “reviled,” “persecuted,” “defamed” and “filth of the world.”  What is he talking about?  How can this be so?

12. Why is his command “imitate me” (and imitate Timothy) such a powerful lesson to us?  Who can we imitate?

13. At the end of chapter 4 and the beginning of chapter 5, he says he must “come to you with a rod” (in other words, a method of punishment) about the “sexual immorality” in the church.  What was the nature of the sin?

14. Why would a sin like this be so devastating to a church?

15. Do problems like this exist in churches today?

16. What does he command they do about it?

17. What about other brethren that sin?  Any other teachings there?

18. Ultimately, why must we “put away from yourselves the evil person”?

Summary:

    The church in Corinth had some terrible problems that Paul had to address firmly—yet he did so in a spirit of love.  He showed no “tolerance” for their sins—but he showed how we can today stop the sins of a church through teaching God’s word, through firmness in a spirit of love to our brothers.

    In spite of their sins, Paul considered them to be brothers, knowing that not all were sinning.

    We can draw many lessons from I Corinthians!

I Corinthians chapters 6-11 (2 of 3)

Sunday, May 13, 2001

Things to Look for as You Read:

· Paul teaches them to settle their own disputes within the church, rather than using the courts.

· He warns them strongly about sexual immorality—just as much a problem then as now.

· He teaches how believing and unbelieving spouses should act towards one another.

· Meat offered to idols means nothing—but it may offend some, so be sensitive to this.

· Paul is just as much an apostle as any of the others, but his “boast” is in Christ.

· Imitate Paul as Paul imitates Christ—and in so doing, please God.

Questions:

1. Read chapter 6.  Why is it important for Christians to settle their own differences, instead of taking one another to court?

2. What kind of people had these Corinthians been before they’d been converted to Christ?

3. In 6:12-20, Paul explains that the body is not for sexual immorality, but for the Lord.  What does he mean in the points he brings up?

4. Read chapter 7.  Paul teaches about husband and wife, to unmarried and to widows, to married and unmarried, slave and free in this chapter.  What are the central ideas?

5. What (and WHY?) does he teach a believing wife to do about her unbelieving husband?

6. Paul’s teachings regarding virgins and married focus on our desire to serve the Lord.  What key points does he make in this regard?

7. Read chapter 8.  Why was eating meat offered to idols “no big deal”?

8. Why was offending people in doing this a “big deal”?’

9. Can you think of other examples today of things we do that may offend some, but are not condemned in scripture?

10. Read chapter 9.  Paul uses logic and scripture to prove that he, as an apostle, was due financial support from the church.  List all of his arguments.

11. What did Paul say was his true reward, if it wasn’t financial?

12. Explain verses 19-23.

13. Explain 9:24-27.

14. Read chapter 10.  Why do you think that Paul reminded them of the bad example of the Jews?

15. List three of those bad examples, and think about how people do the same sins today.

16. Read 10:12-17.  Think about how this happens to each of us, and tell what we do to prevent it.

17. He again discusses food offered to idols.  What does he teach about it in this section?

18. Finally, read chapter 11.  What does he discuss about prayers by men and women?

19. What do you think it means?

20. Finally, he gives them excellent teaching regarding the Lord’s Supper.  Describe ALL of it:

Summary:

    Chapters 6-11 cover a wide variety of topics.  Relationships between brothers that disagree must be settled by the church; we must maintain our sexual purity; we must be sensitive to those who take offense in some things.

    This book is an excellent teacher of our relationships between husband and wife, fellow Christians and gives us a higher understanding of the sharp disagreements that some can have over what can seem to be almost trivial matters.

    These chapters, when studied carefully and applied to our lives, can give us great insight.

I Corinthians 12-16 (3 of 3)

Wednesday, May 16, 2001

Things to Look for as You Read:

· Chapters 12, 13 & 14 should always be studied together—they are one unit of teaching regarding the spiritual gifts of the first century.

· Paul reminds them of the witnesses that saw Christ Jesus—and says that if Christ is not the Son of God, then those who have given up everything for Him “are of all men the most pitiable.”

· He teaches them how and why to take up a collection—an offering—as a part of their worship.

· “Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong.  Let all that you do be done with love.” (16:13-14)

Questions:

1. Read chapter 12, 13 & 14.  What overall thoughts do you get from this entire section (which should always be studied as one complete thought)?

2. List the gifts that Paul lists in chapter 12.  Explain each.

3. Who distributed the gifts, and why?

4. According to Paul, what is a “body” of Christians?

5. Describe what he teaches about the different members of our earthly bodies, and how it applies to the church.

6. What does this teaching about different body parts really have to do with spiritual gifts?

7. Finally, he talks about the different “jobs” within a church, and says we should “earnestly desire the best gifts” and says he will show them “a more excellent way” (chapter 13).  What?

8. In chapter 13, he contrasts spiritual gifts with love. He’s NOT talking about physical attraction—so what’s he talking about?

9. Carefully read 13:8-11.  What is he saying will happen?  If it did happen, when did it occur?

10. Chapter 14 discusses why speaking “in tongues” (foreign languages) is inferior… to what?

11. How do we know that the “tongues” are languages, not some special “Holy Spirit” speech?

12. What problems does he discuss about their speaking in tongues?

13. What does he teach that they should do if speaking in tongues during an assembly?  Why doesn’t this apply to us today?

14. Read chapter 15.  What was “the gospel” he spoke?

15. List the witnesses to Christ’s resurrection.

16. He makes some interesting points about why this is important.  List his arguments (15:12-34).

17. Contrast spiritual and heavenly bodies.

18. When and how do Christians receive their heavenly bodies?

19. Read chapter 16.  What did Paul command they do regarding the collection, and why?

20. Read and reflect upon this verse: “Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong.  Let all that you do be done with love.” (16:13-14)  How can we do these things?

Summary:

    The so-called “Charismatics” teach that the Holy Spirit has, since the day of Pentecost, given Christians spiritual gifts.  Yet earlier in Acts, we learned that these only came by the laying on of the apostles’ hands.

    I Corinthians 12-14 teaches that there were several types of gifts, each with a purpose, and each that would “cease” when that which was perfect (the complete revelation of Christ) had come.

    In understanding the purpose, use and intent that God had for these gifts, it becomes clear that what is practiced today is not in accordance with God’s word.  Yes, it “feels good,” but does it please Him?

    Our physical bodies will someday be exchanged for a heavenly body—in a process to marvelous to imagine.  May we all strive to keep our physical bodies pure and to seek to serve the Master in all things!

Romans 1-4 (1 of 4)

Sunday, May 20, 2001

Things to Look for as You Read:

· Paul was not ashamed to be called a Christian and was not ashamed of the message he had to the world.  Why?

· Paul preaches against homosexuality and homosexual practices.

· Hypocrisy, or “doing what I say, not what I do” is discussed in practical terms.

· The advantages of being a Jew and the reasons God chose the Jews is discussed by Paul.

· All have sinned, all have fallen short, all would perish, if it were not for God’s only Son.

· Christ died in our place.

Questions:

1. Read chapter 1.  How and why did Paul want to impart to them a spiritual gift?

2. Why wasn’t Paul ashamed of the Gospel of Christ?

3. Explain what he means by 1:20-23.

4. What does Paul have to say about homosexuality and homosexual acts?  Thought: how can “Christian” churches allow homosexuals to continue in sin, even to “marry”?

5. Read chapter 2.  Go back and find what Jesus had to say about judging others, and compare it to what Paul says here.  How are they the same?  What does Paul say that Jesus left unsaid?

6. In the latter part of this chapter, substitute the word “Christian” for the word “Jew” in his teaching on keeping God’s commands.  How does it apply to us?

7. Read chapter 3.  Paul teaches why God “chose” the Jews and the advantages the Jews had over the gentiles.  List at least three, and discuss each.

8. Explain 3:23-25.

9. Explain the necessity of our faith!

10. Read chapter 4, and think carefully about the relationship between faith and works.  There are millions today that believe that faith, and faith only, will save you.  List what Paul has to say on the subject that would disprove that.

11. How did Abraham’s faith clearly demonstrate faith and works?

12. Explain 4:22-25.

Summary:

    Many say the book of Romans is “hard.”  While the arguments in it take a little extra time to digest, the teachings are easy enough to understand.  Homosexuality is evil, and God clearly condemns it.  Faith and works are intertwined.  We must not judge others—this is up to God.

    People today conveniently ignore the “hard” teachings of Romans because they don’t like the message!  But Christians can’t pick out the parts of God’s words they like and ignore the rest. 

Romans 5-8 (2 of 4)

Wednesday, May 23, 2001

Things to Look for as You Read:

· Our faith in God justifies us (covers our sins) when we obey Him in all we say and do.

· Jesus told us to “rejoice and be exceedingly glad” when we were persecuted for His name’s sake, and Paul tells us why this is so—it produces wonderful Christ-like virtues.

· When we were baptized, we literally died with Christ, were buried and were raised again as He was.

· Knowing this, it is vital that we put our old selves behind us and stop acting the way we did before.
· The old law no longer has dominion over the Jew—Christ’s death put it away.

· Because of this, there is no longer any condemnation of law to those to are of Christ.

· Nothing can separate us from the love of Christ!  Tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril or the sword are nothing!  God, who didn’t even spare his own Son, helped us!

Questions:

1. Read chapter 5.  Describe the good things a Christian receives as a result of tribulations.

2. Physical and spiritual death entered the world through Adam, but Jesus took it away.  Explain the wonderful teachings Paul gives here regarding Jesus doing so.

3. Read chapter 6.  Since God’s grace is so wonderful, why shouldn’t we just continue to sin?

4. Describe the process by which our old self died and became new.

5. Why, then, must we not continue to sin?  Why must we be a new person?

6. What does it mean to be set free as slaves of sin and to become slaves of righteousness?  (What’s the difference?)

7. What are the wages of sin?  What are the wages (gift) of those that serve God?

8. Read chapter 7.  What’s the contrast between husband/wife and old self/new self?

9. What about the contrast between old law/new law?

10. Think about this entire chapter very carefully.  How did the old law bring about death to the Jews?  Wasn’t it designed to save them?  It says here that “the law is spiritual?”  What gives?

11. Read chapter 8.  Those who follow Jesus are not condemned.  Explain.

12. What was God able to do in the new law that He could not do under the old law?

13. What does it mean by “to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace”? (The answer is found in the following verses.)

14. Explain the “spirit of adoption.”  Look up the following words: A) Abba  B)Father  Explain them.

15. The teaching here on predestination can be confusing.  He’s not saying that God personally selects ahead of time those that will be saved—so what IS he saying?

16. Romans 8:31-35 is one of most comforting passages in the Bible.  Read it carefully and explain it.

17. Romans 8:38-39 is just as powerful, comforting us when things don’t go our way.  How?

Summary:

    Nothing can separate us from the love of Christ!  Tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril or the sword are nothing!  God, who didn’t even spare his own Son, helped us!

    May we all see the power of God and God’s eternal plan when faced with temptation to turn away from God, no matter how slowly or quickly we turn from Him.  May we put him, first, second and always in our lives!

Romans 9-12 (3 of 4)

Sunday, May 27, 2001

Things to Look for as You Read:

· Paul was deeply sorrowful about the Jews’ rejection of Jesus—so much so he would be willing to give up his own soul to save theirs!

· But God had a purpose—to save those who would obey Him!

· Israel’s rejection was not total—there were thousands of Jews who believed in Christ.

· Understanding this, we must present our bodies as a living sacrifice—not conformed to this evil world, but transformed—a transformation accomplished by our renewing our minds daily.

· It isn’t enough to call yourself a Christian—you must behave as one!

Questions:

1. Paul says he would himself be “accursed in Christ for my brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh.”  What do you think would motivate Paul to say this, in light of the ways the Jews in Thessalonica, Ephesus and other cities had treated him?

2. How does Paul introduce the idea that Gentiles can now call upon God?

3. Discuss at length the passages Paul gives teaching about Israel’s rejection and God’s justice.

4. Read chapter 10.  He says Israel has a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.  Describe at least two instances from our study in Acts that bear this out.

5. Give two or more examples today of people who demonstrate a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.

6. Describe what Paul teaches about our confessing Jesus, and about the differences in God’s mind between Jews and Greeks (gentiles).

7. “So then faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God.”  Explain the importance of this statement.

8. Read chapter 11.  Israel’s rejection was not total—Paul himself, and thousands of his countrymen, had believed in Jesus.  It is recorded that many of the priests themselves were saved, as were Jews in cities throughout the Roman Empire.  Paul uses the example of Elijah to teach that there have always been a faithful few—a remnant—who seek to serve God.  Can you think of other examples in the Old Testament where there were a remnant who were saved?

9. Read the passages here in chapter 11 about God allowing people to miss His teachings.  Explain!

10. Paul describes the process of branches of a tree being broken off, allowing new branches to be grafted in.  Explain why branches were broken off.  Explain why new ones were allowed in.

11. Contrast the goodness and severity of God by giving examples of each from scripture.

12. Read 11:33.  Think about it and discuss what is meant.

Summary:

    As the Jews rejected Jesus in Paul’s day, millions reject Him today.  Even those who think they are serving Jesus usually aren’t—they are merely serving their own selfish desires.

    As Paul’s heart was deeply affected by those who rejected Jesus, so must ours be!  Do we grieve for those we are trying to reach?
Romans 13-16 (4 of 4)

Wednesday, May 30, 2001

Things to Look for as You Read:

· Governments, even the rulers of governments, are chosen by God and are an instrument of His.

· Wake up!  It’s time to work, to see the opportunities, to see Satan for who and what he is!

· Receive a weak brother and be patient with him in matters of judgment.  Yet in matters of commandment, stand firm for the truth in the word of God.

· Paul’s aim was to preach the gospel to those who had not yet heard it—which is why he had been hindered from coming to visit them.

· Paul had other plans for travel—and he asked their prayers.

· We are firmly commanded to mark those who cause divisions contrary to God’s doctrine.

Questions:

1. Read chapter 13.  List four things we learn from 13:1-7.

2. What’s the “wake up” call that Paul gives—and why is it still appropriate?

3. Read chapter 14 carefully, as this chapter is causing great discussion among many in the church.  What specifically does God teach about receiving “one who is weak in the faith”?  (Think carefully about your answer!)

4. Whose servants are we—and why must we not judge our fellow servants?

5. What is being talked about here—matters of judgment, or matters of scripture?  What’s the difference between the two?  Prove your point using scripture here, as well as other passages if you think it appropriate.

6. Read 14:14-23, the teaching on foods offered to idols.  Does this apply to matters of hard teaching—such as baptism, divorce & re-marriage or other matters?  Using these scriptures, prove your point.

7. Show this lesson to your parents.  Discuss questions 3-6 with them before class, taking notes on the back of this lesson.  Come to class prepared to talk about your discussion with your parents.

8. Read chapter 15.  How can Christians—who may differences—be as “one” in their beliefs?

9. What was Paul “confident” in concerning them?  Thought: How had they gained his confidence?

10. Where was Paul planning to visit shortly?  What prayer did Paul ask them to make on his behalf?

11. Read chapter 16.  What request did he make concerning Phoebe?  

12. What did he say that Priscilla and Aquilla had done for him?

13. What does he mean to “note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine you learned, and avoid them”?  What’s he saying we must do?

14. What does is mean “to be wise in what is good, and simple concerning evil”?

15. Who is being talked about in 16:25-26?  What can He do for they—and for us?  How?

Summary:

    The so-called “controversy” over Romans 14 is not really a controversy at all.  There are men and women today who use Romans 14 as an excuse to overlook false teaching—yet in chapter 16, God clearly commands that we “note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them.”

    Could it be any clearer? 
ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Chapter 21:  Paul is Arrested at Jerusalem

Sunday, June 3, 2001

Keys to Understanding:

Map – Follow Paul’s journey on the map:  Tyre and Ptolemais – are in modern Lebanon (which you’ve heard about on the news).

The Holy Spirit’s Warnings – If the Holy Spirit had forbidden Paul’s going to Jerusalem, he would not have gone (see Acts 16:6-8).  The Holy Spirit only warned of the persecution that he would suffer.  Having accomplished his mission to the Gentiles, he was now eager to preach where he had persecuted earlier in his life.

Jewish Customs – The Jews accused Paul of teaching that Jews should not keep the customs of their race, which had been incorporated in the law of Moses (or the Old Testament).  This was false.  Paul had circumcised Timothy whose mother was a Jewess (Acts 16:1-3) and he himself had taken a vow according to Jewish custom (Acts 19:18).  He was teaching that the Gentiles should not be expected or demanded to keep the law of Moses.  He also taught that even for the Jews, it was NOT the basis for a right relationship with God.  Jesus was the way for both Jews and Gentiles to have a relationship with God the Father.  (See Gal. 2:15-16 and Gal. 3:26-29).

The Commander’s Problem – The commander of the Roman soldiers who rescued Paul in Jerusalem had a problem.  The Jews hated Paul enough to kill him, but the commander (or chief captain), being a foreigner, could not understand why.  He used several methods to learn who Paul was and what he had done.

Things to Look for as You Read:

· Churches that Paul visited enroute to Jerusalem.

· Paul’s determination to go to Jerusalem.

· The proposal made for quieting Paul’s enemies.

· The failure of this plan.

Questions:

1. After arriving at Tyre, who did Paul stay with and what did they warn him of?

2. What did they do before they left the city?

3. They stopped in at Ptolemais and, again, who did they stay with?

4. Upon arriving at Caesarea, who did they stay with and what happened while they were there? (vs. 9-12)

5. Not being persuaded, Paul and his travel companions left for Jerusalem.  Who was there to greet him?

6. What did Paul share with James and all the elders?

7. What was their concern?

8. What did they want Paul to do? (vs. 22-24)

9. Why didn’t Paul go along with this?

10. What was Paul accused of by the Jews from Asia?  Was it true?

11. How did the people react and what did they do?

12. Who saved him from the people?

13. What did the people want done to Paul?

14. What did Paul ask the commander for permission to do?

15. In what language did he speak—and why were they more inclined to listen in this language?

Closing Thoughts:

Many people today think that we should keep the laws of the Old Testament.  In the book of Acts, Gentiles were NOT expected to keep it.  Even the believing Jews only kept the customs that pertained to their nation.  Salvation is by Jesus Christ, not by the law of the Old Testament (See Hebrews 1:1-2).  The Old Testament law was taken away when Jesus died (see Colossians 2:14 and Romans 7:4) and, therefore, those receiving Jesus were not bound by the Old Law but instead had need to obey Jesus’ words.

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Chapter 22: Paul’s Defense at Jerusalem

Wednesday, June 6, 2001

Keys to Understanding:

Gentiles – Remember that the Jews hated Paul because he was preaching salvation for Gentiles through Jesus Christ without demanding that they become Jews by circumcision.  This explains the Jews’ reaction when Paul said that the Lord sent him to the Gentiles.

Roman Citizenship – Roman citizens had rights not granted to the conquered people in the Empire (Greeks, Jews, Egyptians and others).  Roman citizens were considered innocent until proven guilty in court and were never to be punished without a trial.  Roman citizenship was rare at this time—those who were not “free born” Roman citizens could only obtain citizenship through a lengthy legal process and paying a huge sum of money (several million dollars by today’s standards).

Things to Look for as You Read:
· Paul’s tells the story of his own conversion to the Jews.

· The anger of the mob opposing Paul is severe—very severe!

· Learn the difference between how the Roman Commander obtained his Roman citizenship and how Paul had obtained his.

Questions:
1. As Paul begins his defense before the crowd, what was it that caused the crowds to become more silent?

2. Why did Paul feel it was important to outline his heritage?

3. He admits to persecuting “this Way” and then tells them about what had happened that day when he was on the road to Damascus.  Ananias had told Paul that God has chosen him to see the ________ __________. (vs. 14)

4. Ananias then told Paul that he would be a ___________ to all men of what he had seen and heard.

5. Ananias then told Paul to, “…arise and be ___________ and wash away your sins, ________ ____ ____ _________ ___ ____ _______.”  (verse 16).

6. Paul was calling on the name of the Lord when he was ____________.

7. At what point were Paul’s sins washed away?

8. Most “Protestant” religions teach that salvation comes the moment we believe that Jesus is the Son of God and “accept Him as our personal Savior.”  If Paul’s sins were washed away after Ananias came to him, at what point was he actually saved?

9. Paul then recounts how the Lord told him to leave Jerusalem and how he had been consenting of whose death? (vs. 20)

10. He follows this with Jesus’ words telling Paul to take the gospel to whom? (vs. 21) 

11. At this point, what did those listening to him have to say? (vs. 22)

12. What did the commander plan to do to Paul?

13. What stopped him?

14. What was the difference between the citizenship of the commander and the citizenship of Paul?

15. What happened next?

16. Who did they bring in the next day to help the commander understand the Jewish accusation?

Closing Thoughts:

    We read in Acts 2:21, during Peter’s first sermon that the prophet Joel had prophesied that, “…whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved”.  Later in that same chapter, when the Jews realized that they were guilty of the blood of Jesus and were sinners, they asked, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”  Peter answered them, “Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins…”.  

    In our study this week, (Acts 22), we see again, that when Saul asked the Lord in verse 10, “What shall I do, Lord”, he was instructed to go in to Damascus and there he would be told what he needed to do.  In verse 16 of this chapter, we read that Paul was told to arise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.  Just as Joel the prophet had prophesied in the Old Testament, these men and women were calling on the name of the Lord and being saved.  How do we call on the name of the Lord today?

    There are those that teach today that all that is required in order to be saved is to verbally, “call on the name of the Lord”.  When Ananias told Paul what he was to do, he said, “Arise and be baptized calling on the name of the Lord. 

    Have we truly “called on the name of the Lord”?  Is it possible for our sins to be washed away without doing what Paul and all the men and women throughout the whole book of Acts did, when they “called on the name of the Lord”?  

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Chapter 23: The Jerusalem Jews Conspire to Kill Paul

Sunday, June 10, 2001

Keys to Understanding:

The Council – The Jewish Supreme Court & Assembly (a combination of our modern court and congress) known as the Sanhedrin (San heed’ ren).  It included both Pharisees and Sadducees.

Pharisees and Sadducees – Two religious parties of the Jews who differed on the reality of angels, spirits and the resurrection of the dead.  The Pharisees took a literal belief in the Old Testament and sought to keep God’s word, even adding beyond what God had taught.  The Sadducees were the wealthier Jewish classes, and showed the influence of the Greek occupation, especially Greek education.  Greeks did not believe in resurrection of any type, and the Jews who were Greek-influenced considered themselves to be better educated and more modern than the “traditionalist” Jews.  (Sounds like today, doesn’t it?)

Caesarea – Headquarters of the Roman occupation of all of Judea and Samaria.  Felix, the governor, lived there.  It was built by the Romans as a port city (remember, ships were the natural way to travel back then) and was the Roman headquarters for Palestine—their central government for the area.  (The Jewish government, which was under the Romans, was in Jerusalem.)

Things to Look for as You Read:
· Paul’s apology for speaking disrespectfully to the high priest.

· The confusion of the council.

· Paul’s exciting escape from the plot to kill him.

· The Commander’s account of his rescue of Paul.

Questions:
1. When Paul appears before the council, what does he tell them?

2. What did the high priest do?

3. Paul rebuked the priest for doing this until he found out who he was.  When Paul realized that they consisted of part Pharisees and part Sadducees, what did he tell them?

4. Why did this create such a division among them?  Why do you think that Paul did this?

5. What did the commander decide to do with Paul?

6. What did the Lord reassure Paul of in verse 11?

7. Some of the Jews banded together to try and kill Paul.  What oath did they take and how did they plan to kill him?

8. Who warned Paul?

9. What steps did the commander take when he was informed of the conspiracy?

10. Where was Paul taken, and how was he taken there?

11. What did Felix decide to do after having Paul brought to him?

Closing Thoughts:

    Paul, at the direction of the Holy Spirit, had been given a chance to tell his enemies who he was, what he had been doing and why he did it.  We have just read in Romans that Paul would have gladly have given up his own soul in order that these enemies might be saved.  Where did Paul learn this?  From Christ Jesus!

    The Sanhedrin, the Commander, Felix the Governor—and eventually Emperor Nero—will all come to learn about God and His Son Christ Jesus because of Paul.  All of this was God’s eternal plan.  We each must see that God has a plan for all of His servants, including us today.  It’s up to us to be a good instrument of God’s will and to carry out His will as forcefully as Paul did!

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Chapter 24: Paul Before Felix at Caesarea

Wednesday, June 13, 2001

Felix – Because he had been governor of Judea for many years and because he had a Jewish wife, this man understood much of the controversy between the Jews and Christians.  History records that he was a very wicked and cruel man, and what we see in this chapter indicates the same.

Roman Law – The Roman legal system was the basis on which our own is modeled—a citizen was considered innocent until proven guilty.  All charges and accusations had to be proven by firm evidence.

Things to Look for as You Read:
· The trial before Felix.

· Paul’s skillful defense.

· Paul’s sermon to Felix and Drusilla.

· The reasons for Paul’s detention in prison.

Questions:

1. Ananias, the high priest, came to give evidence to the governor, Felix.  Who was this Tertullus that he brought with him?

2. After much introduction, what does Tertullus accuse Paul of?

3. Felix then gives Paul an opportunity to speak.  What does he say about the accusations that have been made concerning inciting the crowd and profaning the temple?

4. What about the accusation concerning the sect (the Way) which they say he is a ringleader of?

5. What does Felix decide to do? (vs. 22)

6. What privileges did Felix allow Paul to have while they waited for Lysias to come?

7. When Felix did come “after some days”, who came with him?

8. What did Paul speak to them about when Felix came?

9. Upon hearing what Paul had to say about the faith in Christ, did Felix receive or reject it the gospel?

10. How is this similar to what people do today?

11. What happened to Paul?

Closing Thoughts:

    Many times churches and preachers today try and preach and teach that which is popular and in a style that is liked by the majority of the people.  When Paul preached to Felix, he preached the gospel.  Regardless of what he felt like Felix wanted to hear, he taught him the truth.  He preached what Felix needed to hear as a sinful man.  As far as we know, Felix never received the gospel.  

    Paul understood what God wanted him to do—to preach the word!  Paul was faithful.  Are we?

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Chapter 25: Paul, Before Festus, Appeals to Caesar

Sunday, June 17, 2001

Keys to Understanding:

Procius Festus – The new governor of Judea sent from Rome.  Unlike his predecessor, Festus was entirely ignorant of the Jews’ religion and of their opposition to Jesus Christ.  The case was a puzzle to him from the beginning and he wanted to hear all about it.  Unlike Felix, he seemed to want to be fair to all.

King Agrippa – A member of the Herod family.  Even though he was a king, he was less important than the governor and actually answered to Festus.  However, he was very familiar with the Jews religion, having been himself educated in the Law (although he was an Edomite).  As a Herod, his grandfather had been the one that tried to kill Jesus after his birth, his uncle had been involved with Jesus during his trial (Jesus refused to speak to him!) and his father was the king who slew the apostle James (Acts 12).  King Agrippa would have been very interested in what Paul would have had to say!

Things to Look for as You Read:

· The schemes of the Jews to kill Paul
· Paul’s appeal to Caesar
· The difficulties faced by Festus in understanding Paul’s case and formulating charges to be sent with Paul when he went before the Emperor, Caesar
· The prominent audience assembled to hear Paul
· The interaction between Festus and Agrippa
Questions:
1. When Festus came to the province, how long had Paul been in prison?  Why had Paul been allowed to be jailed for so long?

2. Once again, what plan did the high priest and chief men of the Jews have to rid themselves of Paul?

3. Why didn’t it work?

4. When Festus came to Caesarea to judge Paul, why weren’t the Jews able to prove their accusations against him?  What were the accusations?

5. What was Festus’ suggestion? (vs. 9)

6. What was Paul’s response? (vs. 11) 

7. What was Festus’ reply? (vs. 12)

8. When King Agrippa and his wife, Bernice, came to Caesarea, Festus told them of this situation.  What did Festus tell them concerning the charges that the Jews brought against Paul? (vs. 18)

9. King Agrippa also wanted to hear from Paul.  What did Festus admit concerning Paul’s guilt in verse 25?

10. What was Festus asking King Agrippa to do and why?

Closing Thoughts:

    In Damascus, the Lord told His messenger, Ananias, that Paul was the one He had chosen to bear His name before Gentiles, kings and the Children of Israel.  Preaching before a kings was not something that Paul would have opportunity to do on his own—God had to arrange it.

    God did not cause the Jews in Jerusalem to hate and falsely accuse Paul; neither did He cause Felix to hold him in the hope of a bribe.  Nor did he cause Festus to insist on his going to Jerusalem for a trial.  But God used these sinful attitudes and actions to provide Paul with the opportunity to fulfill his mission.  

    In Caesarea we see Paul preaching to governors and kings, and the way is ultimately opened for him to preach to the Emperor of Rome.   If you will let Him, God can rule your life and use you in service to Him just as He did with Paul’s life.

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Chapter 26: Paul’s Defense Before Agrippa

Wednesday, June 20, 2001

Keys to Understanding:

Agrippa and Festus – Remember from the previous lesson that Agrippa was well educated in the Jews’ religions while Festus, who had recently come from Rome, understood very little about it and knew nothing of the life and death of Jesus.

Things to Look for as You Read:
· Paul’s description of his violent persecutions of the followers of Jesus.

· Christ’s explanation of His appearance to Paul.

· Things Paul preached to Jews and Gentiles.

· Agrippa’s reaction to Paul’s sermon.

Questions:
1. Instead of questioning Paul right away, King Agrippa decides to do what? (vs. 1)

2. How did Paul feel about this opportunity? (vs. 2)

3. Paul gives him his own history as a Pharisee and now as a witness for the hope of the promise made by God.  He explains that it is for this hope’s sake, that he is ____________ ____ _____ ______.

4. He explains that at one time he himself had worked against the name of Jesus.  It was during this time, he explains, that what happened? (vs. 12-15)

5. He explained in verse 18, that the job Jesus had given him to do was to “…open their eyes, in order to turn them from _________ to __________ and from the power of _________ to _______ that they may receive ____________ ___ _______ and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.”

6. What did he tell King Agrippa that he was witnessing to him that day? (vs. 22)

7. What was Festus’ reaction?

8. But Paul said he was not mad (crazy), but rather spoke the words of __________ and ___________.

9. After Paul suggests that King Agrippa understands what he is talking about, what question did Paul have for King Agrippa?

10. What statement does King Agrippa make?

11. Paul said, “I would to God that not only you, but also _____ who hear me today, might become both ________ and __________ such as I am…”  

12. What decision did King Agrippa, Bernice and Festus make concerning Paul’s guilt?

13. King Agrippa said that Paul might have been set free if he had not already __________ ___ ____________. 

Closing Thoughts:

    Many modern teachers insist that the Lord appeared to Saul on the road to Damascus and at that point, he was saved.  In this chapter, we see that the Lord appeared to Saul on the road and he believed that it was Jesus that he had seen and heard, making him a witness of the resurrected Christ.  It was not until after he spoke to Ananias, though, that we see him being saved.  His belief alone did not save him.

    King Agrippa makes the statement in verse 28, “You almost persuade me to become a Christian.”  There are millions throughout history who have heard the words of the Lord,, have been moved to believe and understand them, have counted the cost and rejected Him!

    How sad!  To listen to one of God’s own apostles, to speak to a man who had been an eyewitness of much suffering and much power, and to reject this man and the One who had sent him—Jesus.

    Many will reject Christ—but remember—many will also accept Him.  Like Paul, our mission is simple: preach the word!

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Paul’s Voyage to Rome: Chapter 27

Sunday, June 24, 2001

Keys to Understanding:

Map – Follow Paul’s journey to Rome on the map.

Things to Look for as You Read:
· The authority of the centurion on the voyage.

· The respect that the centurion and the others had for Paul.  Why?  What made Paul different?

· Paul’s strength was based on his faith, and it gave him great strength during this dangerous time. 

Questions:
1. Who was set in charge over Paul during his trip?  Thought: What would happen if Paul escaped?

2. Who do we know was with Paul on this trip?

3. When sailing became dangerous, what was Paul’s warning?

4. What happened?  

5. What did Paul assure them of in vs. 22?

6. What did he say they must do in order to live? (vs. 26)

7. What did he tell them men who were trying to leave the ship?   

8. What was Paul’s advice in verse 34?

9. How many people were on the ship with Paul?

10. What did they do after they had eaten enough?

11. Who saved Paul from being killed from the soldiers when the shipped wrecked?  Why do you suppose he did this?

Closing Thoughts:
God promised that all the lives on the ship would be spared, if they listened to God’s directions that Paul gave them.  God also promises to save us through His only Son, but we must also follow the directions that God has given us in His Word, if we are to be saved.

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Chapter 28: Paul at Malta and at Rome

Wednesday, June 27, 2001

Keys to Understanding:

Imprisonment – The charges against Paul were general and insignificant from a Roman viewpoint.  It is likely, too, that the centurion reported Paul’s behavior on the journey.  All of this may account for the fact that he was not kept in an ordinary prison, but was allowed to rent his own house.  However, he was chained to a soldier at all times, day and night. 

Books Written – During this imprisonment, Paul wrote 4 books of the New Testament:  Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon.  In these books, he speaks often of his bonds (chains) and at least once of his guards.  

Things to Look for as You Read:
· Fulfillment of the promise of Jesus in Mark 16:18.

· Circumstances of Paul’s imprisonment in Rome.

· Paul’s zeal for preaching even as a prisoner.

Questions:

1. The island that they escaped to was called Malta.  How were they received?

2. What happened to Paul?

3. What did the natives think about Paul when they saw that he had been bitten?

4. Why did they change their mind?

5. Who was the leading citizen of the island and what was wrong with his father?

6. What did Paul do for him, and how did the citizens react to this?

7. How long were they on the island and where did they go next?

8. They found brethren in Puteoli and stayed with them how long?

9. All along the way brethren would meet them.  When Paul saw them he ____________ God and took __________.

10. What special privilege was Paul given in verse 16, and why is this significant?

11. Who did Paul call together and what did he have to say to them?

12. Were they willing to listen to Paul?

13. What did Paul teach to them?

14. What was the result?

15. Summarize the prophecy that Paul quoted to them from Isaiah:

16. After quoting Isaiah, Paul says, “Let it be known to you that the ____________of God has been sent to the ___________, and they will ______ it”.

17. After the Jews heard this, they departed and had a great ________ among themselves.

18. How long was Paul able to rent his own house and preach to all those that came to him?

19. In verse 31 it says that Paul was “…preaching the kingdom of God…” to all who came to him.  What is the kingdom of God that he was preaching?

Closing Thoughts:
    The book of Acts ends without reporting the outcome of Paul’s trial before Caesar.  Perhaps Luke finished the book and sent it to churches before the trial took place.  It seems likely that Paul was released because the charges against him were not serious—they viewed it as a minor “Jewish dispute.”  It also seems likely that Festus, the centurion guarding him and others testified of his behavior during the transport to Rome.  Even the letters he wrote during this time indicate that he expected to be released.

    However, Paul was imprisoned later for a second and final time.  History records that because of his Roman citizenship, Nero commanded him to be beheaded, rather than crucified (as he did most Christians).  The great persecution that began under Nero and reached its height during the rein of Domitian was murderous, but God’s servants were “faithful unto death” as Christ commanded in Revelation.

    No matter what the circumstances may be—friendly government or not—God taught us in Romans that all governments and all rulers rule at HIS command.  If we are faithful, God will give us the crown!
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