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Lesson 1 – December 31, 2000
Text – Romans 1:1-17

1.
Look in a reference book (if you have one) and answer the following questions:

a.
Who wrote the epistle?  (don’t need a reference book here)

b.
About when was it written?

c.
Where was it written?

d.
Was it written to one congregation?  

2.
Paul contends that the gospel of God was “promised beforehand” by whom?  Find two examples.

3.
What is the contrast in verses 3 and 4?

4.
Who is the “we” in verse 5 (and throughout the epistle)?

5.
What are the two callings in verses 1-7?

6.
Characterize Paul’s relationship with the Roman Christians based on verses 8-15.

7.
Why did Paul long to see the Roman Christians?  What might that mean? 

8.
What do you think Paul meant in verse 13 by wanting to “obtain fruit” from them?

9.
What did Paul mean by contrasting Greeks and barbarians in verse 14?  Why did he feel indebted to them?

10.
Commit verses 16-17 to memory, as they are the theme of this epistle.  Briefly elaborate on the phrases below.

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 

for it is the power of God for salvation 

to everyone who believes, 

to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 

from faith to faith; 

as it is written, "But the righteous man shall live by faith."

Lesson 2 – January 3, 2001
Text – Romans 1:18-32

1.
How does verse 18 logically follow from verse 17?  What is the parallel between the two verses?

2.
Who are “they” and “them” in verses 18-32?  In a broad sense, where did these people originate?

3.
The fundamental question regarding verses 18-21 is, “just how ignorant were the Gentiles of God?”.  Name some instances from the OT where God revealed Himself to the Gentiles.

4.
What does verse 18 say about the Gentiles and the truth?  

5.
What does verse 21 say about the Gentiles and their knowledge of God?

6.
Why were they without excuse?

7.
True or false: any individual can reason that God exists simply from observing creation (Acts 14:16-17).

8.
True or false: any individual can know God’s “invisible attributes, eternal power, and divine nature” simply from observing creation.

9.
Three times in this section, Paul says the Gentiles made an exchange and that God “gave them over” to something.  List the three exchanges and God’s responses.

10.
What does it mean that God “gave them over”?  Did He manipulate their lives?

11.
Name an example of men receiving “due penalty” or “recompense” (verse 27) for their actions. 

12.
What does verse 32 say about the Gentiles and their knowledge of God’s moral law?

13.
How did mankind get to such a low state?  What is the sobering lesson we should learn from verse 21?  

Lesson 3 – January 7, 2001
Text – Romans 2:1-16

1.
What attitude is being condemned in verse 1?

2.
What does verse 2 indicate about God’s judgement criteria?

3.
How could anyone think (as in verse 3) that he could commit the same sins as the people he condemned, yet God would save him?

4.
What is God’s intent in being longsuffering? (see also 2 Peter 3:9)  Ironically, what do some (as in verse 4) interpret God’s patience to mean?

5.
How do verses 5-8 relate back to the theme of Romans?

6.
Verse 11 clearly states that God is impartial.  Yet verses 9-10 seem to indicate that Jews will receive their reward (whether good or bad) with priority over Gentiles.  How can this be?

7.
What contrast does Paul give in verse 13 that makes the difference between justification and condemnation?  Where else is this phrasing used?

8.
Could Gentiles in OT times be saved?  Explain.

9.
What group of people is Paul addressing in verses 1-16, Jews or Gentiles?  Why do you think so? 

Lesson 4 – January 10, 2001
Text – Romans 2:17-29

1.
Paul says many things in verses 17-20 that may appear to be complimenting the Jew, but in fact are not.  Explain how each phrase below is actually a condemnation rather than a compliment.

Indeed you are called a Jew.

[you] rest on the law.

[you] know His will . . . . being instructed out of the Law.

[you] are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, etc.

2.
Were the Gentiles indeed blind, in darkness, foolish, and babes?  Were the Jews indeed guides, lights, instructors, and teachers to them?

3.
HISTORICAL SIDEBAR 

a.
What were the Jews originally called?  (in Exodus, for instance)

b.
About when did they come to be called Jews? (a concordance would be useful here)

c.
What name is the likely origin of the term “Jew”, and what did this name mean? (Gen. 29:35)

d.
How is this historical sidebar relevant to what Paul says in this section?

4.
What OT prophet(s) levied the same charges against the Jews as Paul does in verses 21-23?

5.
What OT passage is quoted in verse 24?

6.
Read Genesis 17:10-14, which describes God instituting circumcision.  Was it simply a physical act?

7.
What is the relevance of this topic (circumcision) to Paul’s argument?  Summarize what Paul is saying in verses 25-29.

Lesson 5 – January 14, 2001
Text – Romans 3:1-20

Paul’s background was Jewish, so he was thoroughly familiar with the Jewish mindset and thought process.  In this section of scripture, in a style known as “diatribe”, Paul raises objections that he believes a Jew would raise in light of what he had just said in chapters 1 and 2.   He then answers each objection.

1.
What is objection #1 that Paul suggests, and what is his answer?

2.
(Side point) What does Paul’s answer suggest about the “apocryphal” books of the OT that are accepted as inspired by Roman Catholics (and perhaps others) but not Jews?

3.
What is objection #2 (verse 3)?  What is this objection really saying?

4.
What is inaccurate about this objection?  Scan Deuteronomy 28:1-14 and 15-68 to see God’s terms & conditions.

5.
Where is verse 4 quoted from, and how does it support Paul’s argument?

6.
What is objection #3 (verse 5)?  Are these objectives getting progressively stronger?

7.
Name some OT or NT examples where God used sins and sinners to accomplish His purpose.

8.
In verse 7, Paul uses the Jews’ “logic” against them.  Explain how he does this.

9.
What is the absurd conclusion that these objections came to?

10.
What OT passage is quoted in verses 10-18?

11.
How many offenses are listed here?  What are they?

12.
In what sense is this the “knockout punch” to the Jewish objections?

Lesson 6 – January 17, 2001
Text – Romans 3:21-31

1.
What does Paul mean in verse 21 when he says, “apart from the law”.

2.
Some of the most convincing witnesses in the OT are “types” – figures of what or who was to come.  Who or what were some of these types?

3.
In verse 22, the Greek text literally says, “faith of Jesus Christ”.  Some versions translate this phrase, “faith in Jesus Christ”.  How does that affect the meaning of the passage?

4.
What words does Paul use to show that salvation is not deserved or earned?

5.
What do the following words mean: 

“justified” (verse 24)

“redemption” (verse 24) 

“propitiation” (verse 25)

“forbearance” (verse 25)

6.
Under what condition is Jesus’ blood a propitiation?

7.
What was God’s attitude toward sins committed during the Patriarchal & Mosaic eras?  Did this show God to be unrighteous?

8.
How did God’s actions demonstrate His righteousness?

9.
In verse 27, is Paul promoting the doctrine of salvation by faith alone?  If not, what is his point?

10.
Verse 31 raises a valid question.  In what sense is the “law of faith” dependent on the Mosaic law?

Lesson 7 – January 21, 2001
Text – Romans 4:1-25

NOTE: I strongly encourage you to read Galatians 3 and James 2:14-26 also.  It will enhance your understanding of the Romans text.

1.
In James 2:24, James says a man is justified by works, citing Abraham as an example.  But Romans 4:2 is basically saying that Abraham was not justified by works.  Is there a contradiction here?

2.
What is Paul's point in verses 4-5?  How does the quote from Psalm 32 support that point?

3.
In verses 9-12, Paul plays his trump card, so to speak.  What historical fact does he cite, and what is his deduction?

4.
What other fact does Paul cite in verses 13-14, and what conclusion does Paul draw from it?

5.
Given verse 15, what must we conclude about the period of time before the Law was given at Sinai?

6.
Throughout the NT, several people are called Abraham's children.  Who were his children:

In the biological sense?  (Galatians 4:22)

In the social sense?  (Acts 13:26)

In the singular sense?  (Galatians 3:16)

In the spiritual sense?  (Galatians 3:29)

Which of these is being referred to in verse 16?

7.
How is verse 18 really the essence of faith?

8.
How is a Christian's belief in the Resurrection really the antitype of Abraham's faith?  (I'm looking for a specific non-Romans verse here.)

Lesson 8 – January 24, 2001
Text – Romans 5:1-21

1.
Why are justification and peace so closely linked to each other?

2.
What does Paul says a Christian should rejoice in?  Why?

3.
What does the phrase “in due time” imply?

4.
What is the contrast in verses 7-8?

5.
What is the point in verses 9-10?

6.
What did the human race inherit as a result of Adam’s sin?  What did we NOT inherit?  How does Jesus’ life prove both of these?

7.
Paul makes several contrasts between Adam and Christ in verses 15-19.  What are they?

8.
What is another contrast that could be made based on Genesis 3:5 and Philippians 3:6? 

9.
In what sense(s) did the Mosaic Law increase sin?  Was God indirectly responsible for the Jews’ sins?

10.
How might one be tempted to consider God unfair in His response to Adam’s sin?  How does Paul’s discussion in verses 12-21 show God’s righteousness? 

Lesson 9 – January 31, 2001
Text – Romans 6:1-23

1.
What misconception or misunderstanding might have led to the conclusion stated in verse 1?

2.
What spiritual reality is signified in the act of baptism?

3.
What does it mean to be “dead to sin”?   What is the difference between “dead to sin” and “dead in sin”?

4.
Is the “newness of life” in verse 4 an automatic consequence of baptism?  Why?

5.
Explain verse 7.

6.
What is significant about Christ having dominion over death?

7.
How is sin portrayed starting in verse 12? 

8.
What is the subtle difference between verses 1 and 15?  

9.
Is verse 20 saying that they were not obligated to be righteous?

10.
In what sense is God’s gift of eternal life free?

11.
In this chapter, is Paul implying that Christians are (or must be) sinless?  What is the plight of a Christian who sins?  How does I John 1:6 – 2:2 fit into this discussion?

12.
Read Colossians 3:1-10.  Explain how a Christian can be dead to sin, yet still commit sins.  And if the old self was crucified, why were the Colossians instructed to put away anger, etc.

Lesson 10 – February 4, 2001
Text – Romans 7:1-25

1.
Without question, verses 1-4 are among the most important scriptures regarding the subject of marriage. But unlike Matthew 19 and 1 Corinthians 7, this passage is not focused on establishing doctrine on marriage. Therefore, let’s not try to tackle the complex subject of divorce and remarriage at this time.  So what was Paul’s point in bringing it up here?

2.
What does Paul mean by “in the flesh” in verse 5?  Note the contrast in verses 5-6.

3.
What was the unfortunate consequence of having the Mosaic Law, as illustrated by Paul?

4.
In what sense was the Law intended to bring life? (Leviticus 18:5)  Why did it do exactly the opposite? Whose fault was that?

5.
In verses 14-25 Paul’s use of present tense presents a challenge.  Is Paul referring to his life as a Christian, or is he describing something else, namely his life seeking to be justified by the Mosaic Law?  Which makes more sense?

6.
What is the basic conflict described in these verses?

7.
In verses 17, 20, and 23, is Paul saying that he has no control over his actions?

8.
If sin “indwells” somebody, why?  Consider Colossians 3:16, particularly the first word.

Lesson 11 – February 7, 2001
Text – Romans 8:1-17

The primary difficulty in understanding this section of scripture is the use of the word “spirit”, which occurs 17 times in 17 verses.  Don’t feel bad; Vine’s Dictionary suggests 17 different usages of the word in the NT, but we can probably narrow it down to three.  Depending on context, the word could mean: (1) the Holy Spirit; (2) the “inner man”; or (3) an attitude or disposition.  Be aware of this as you read the chapter, and also be aware that just because your translation may capitalize “Spirit” in some places, that isn’t necessarily the proper meaning. 

1.
Is verse 1 teaching “once saved, always saved”?  If not, what is it teaching?

2.
What is meant in verse 3 by the phrase, “in the likeness of sinful flesh”?  Did Jesus not really come in the flesh?

3.
In what sense is the requirement of the Law fulfilled in us (verse 4)?

4.
Describe in your own words what it means to walk “according to the flesh” and “according to the spirit”.

5.
Verses 9-11 mention the Holy Spirit dwelling in people.  What does Paul say here about this relationship?  What else do we know about this relationship based on other NT scriptures?  For example, in whom does He dwell?

6.
Explain the contrast in verse 13.

7.
Explain the contrast in verse 15.  What is meant by the word “spirit” in this context?

8.
How does the Holy Spirit bear witness with our spirit that we are children of God?  Perhaps Hebrews 10:15-17 would be helpful.

Lesson 12 – February 11, 2001
Text – Romans 8:18-39

1.
What is Paul’s intent in verse 18?  (The remainder of chapter 8 seems to build on this point.)

2.
Regarding verses 19-22, a key question is what is meant by “the creation”?  Paul used the same Greek word in Colossians 1:23.  What did it mean there?

3.
How do verses 20-22 bring to mind the discussion in the latter half of chapter 5?

4.
Verse 23 seems to be presenting a contrast.  Who are “we ourselves” in verse 23, and what are the “first-fruits” they had?  

5.
Verse 26 uses the words “likewise” and “also”.  What is Paul pointing back to?

6.
Do verses 26-27 conflict with verse 34, or Hebrews 7:25?

7.
What do you think is meant by the “groanings which cannot be uttered”?

8.
Who is “He who searches the hearts”? (Psalm 139:1, 23; Jer. 17:10).  Now read 1 Corinthians 2:10-11.  Would it be fair to say that God searches the heart through the agency of the Holy Spirit?

9.
In what sense are we predestined?  How are we NOT predestined?

10.
What is the common thread in verses 31-34?

11.
Paul asked a question in verse 35, then listed many things which were not the answer.  What IS the answer?

Lesson 13 – February 14, 2001
Text – Romans 9:1-29

1.
For whom did Paul feel such deep emotion?  Why was he so sad for them?

2.
What great truth does Paul “amen” in verse 5?  (Note: NIV has best translation here.)

3.
What is the thrust of Paul’s discussion in verses 6-9?

4.
What additional point is made with regard to Jacob & Esau?

5.
Why might someone charge God with injustice?  What is Paul’s answer to those who would do so?  How does this point back to verses 6-8?

6.
Explain the objection raised in verse 19.

7.
How does Paul’s analogy in verses 20-23 build on his point from verses 14-18?

8.
What is Paul proving by quoting Hosea?  And Isaiah?

Lesson 14 – February 18, 2001
Text – Romans 9:30 – 10:21

1.
A great irony is revealed in verses 30-33.  How did this come to be?

2.
What specific act was a prime example of the Jews’ zeal without knowledge?  (1 Corinthians 2:8)  What is another example, as suggested by verse 3?

3.
How is Christ “the end of the law”?  How does verse 5 support that statement?

4.
What is Paul saying in verses 6-8?  (Note: Paul does not appear to be quoting Deuteronomy here for the purpose of showing fulfillment, but rather that the concept is the same now as then.)

5.
How are verses 9-10 linked back to the quote in verse 8?

6.
What recurring theme does Paul return to in verses 11-13?

7.
What is the significance of verses 14-17?  (Note: on verse 16, KJV has most literal translation.)

8.
What point(s) does Paul make in verses 18-21?

Lesson 15 – February 21, 2001
Text – Romans 11:1-15

1.
What topic is under consideration in this chapter?  Why would it be so critical for Paul himself?

2.
What previous discussion are you reminded of in verse 2?

3.
What point does Paul derive from the conversation between Elijah and God?

4.
Where else have we seen reference to the “remnant”?

5.
Is verse 6 saying that we don’t have to (indeed, should not) do anything?

6.
If Israel was God’s chosen people, how can Paul distinguish between Israel and “the chosen” in verse 7?

7.
Did God prevent people from accepting the gospel?  (Matthew 13:13-15)

8.
What is Paul saying in verses 11 and 12?

9.
What did Paul hope to provoke Jews to jealousy about?   More often than not, what jealousy was actually produced?  See Acts 22:20-22 for an example of this.

Lesson 16 – February 25, 2001
Text – Romans 11:16-36

1.
Paul’s segué into this section derives from some OT rituals.  Read Numbers 15:18-21 and Leviticus 23:9-11.  In light of these passages, what might Paul be saying in verse 16?  

2.
In this section Paul uses the analogy of a tree to illustrate God’s plan.   See if you can find some OT scriptures that use that same analogy.

3.
What is Paul talking about in the following verses?

Verses 17-18:

Verses 19-22:

Verses 23-24:

4.
What is Paul talking about in verse 25?

5.
Who is being referred to as “all Israel” in verse 26?

6.
Please explain verses 28-29.

7.
What role reversal had taken place between Jews & Gentiles?

Lesson 17 – February 28, 2001
Text – Romans 12:1-21

1.
The theme of this chapter is quite different from the past few, yet Paul begins with “therefore”.  How does he do this?

2.
What attitude is required in verse 2?

3.
What attitude is required in verse 3?

4.
What analogy is given in verses 4-5?  Where did Paul elaborate on this relationship elsewhere?

5.
Is verse 6 referring to “spiritual gifts”?  What is the point in verses 6-8?

6.
What attitude is required in verse 9?

7.
What progression do you see in verses 11-14?

8.
Verse 15 seems like a natural thing to do.  Why might Paul have bothered to mention it?

9.
How can we guilty of what is mentioned in verse 16?

10.
It is not possible to be at peace with everyone literally.  But how can we maximize that number?

11.
Where is verse 20 quoted from, and what does it mean?

12.
What is significant about verse 21?

Lesson 18 – March 4, 2001
Text – Romans 13:1-14

1.
What does Paul say in verses 1-2 about the Christian and government?  Why might he have needed to give instruction about this?

2.
What is the practical advice given in verses 3-4?

3.
How do these verses reconcile with passages like Acts 4:19 and 5:29?

4.
What are two reasons to obey government?  Does this apply just to government?  Give examples.

5.
What principle is taught in verses 6-7?

6.
How do verses 8-10 relate back to chapter 12?

7.
What does Paul mean in verse 11 by “awaken from sleep”?

8.
What might Paul be referring to in verse 12 by “day” and “night”?

9.
What does Paul say to lay aside and put on?

Lessons 19/20/21 – March 7/11/14, 2001
Text – Romans 14:1-23

1.
What is meant by the phrase “weak in faith”?  What kind of faith is being spoken of?

2.
What two examples does Paul give where conflict could arise?  Why might this have been an issue?

3.
What attitudes were demonstrated on each side of the argument?  What was Paul’s point in verse 4?

4.
What is meant by the phrase “for the Lord” in verse 6?

5.
What earlier point does Paul develop further in verses 7-12?

6.
Is Paul declaring that we should never pass judgement on a brother’s actions?  What do we learn from the following passages: 1 Corinthians 5:11-12; 1 Timothy 3; 1 John 4:1; Romans 16:17-18; John 7:24?

7.
What does it mean to put a stumbling block in a brother’s way?  (see 1 Corinthians 8:9-12)  

8.
Webster’s primary definitions for “offend” are “to arouse resentment, anger, or vexation in”, and “to be displeasing to”.  Is this what Paul is talking about here?  

9.
There was a “right answer” in this situation.  What was it?

10.
Why should a brother (or sister) refrain from doing something he otherwise has a right to do?  (two answers given)

11.
What is Paul’s divine instruction to the “strong” brethren?

12.
How does verse 22 suggest that the “strong” brother doesn’t necessarily have to give up his practice altogether?

13.
Verse 23 says, “whatever is not of faith is sin”.  Does this mean a man could be lost because he did something in violation of his conscience, even though the act was not sinful in itself?  Does this teach relative morality?

Lessons 19/20/21 – March 7/11/14, 2001
Text – Romans 14:1-23

14.
What criteria are revealed by the text of Romans 14 to identify the things being spoken of?

The one who did not eat meat is called ______ (v. 1), not _________.

Was it appropriate to condemn the meat eater?  

Did it matter to God whether one ate meat or not?

Whether one ate meat or not, he did so “___  ____  ______” (v. 6)

Eating meat was considered ______ (v. 14) and ______ (v. 20)

God had ______________ the meat eater in that condition. (v. 3)

15.
What are some present-day situations that could be analogous to those described in Romans 14?

16.
Instead of meat eating, consider the following activities and determine whether they fit the criteria.

Homosexuality










Dancing

Adultery











Abortion

17.
What do the following passages say about the unity of the brethren?

John 17:20-23









I Corinthians 1:10; 12:25


Ephesians 4:1-3








I Corinthians 11:19

18.
What do the following passages say about a Christian’s relationship with certain brethren? 

1 Corinthians 5:11; 2 Thessalonians 3:6, 14

Titus 3:10 (ref. Matthew 18:15-17)

2 John 9-11

Revelation 2:6, 14-16

Revelation 2:20-22

19.
Is unity to be achieved at any cost?  Is it reasonable to suggest that Romans 14 supersedes the above passages?  

Lessons 19/20/21 – March 7/11/14, 2001
Text – Romans 14:1-23

NOTE: A modern view of Romans 14 is that it applies to more than “non-essentials”.  They interpret the word “faith” to include matters of right and wrong.  They contend that limiting the application to non-essentials renders the chapter virtually useless in today’s society.  As a result, congregations have accepted into their number homosexuals, adulterers, and others on the basis that Romans 14 commands it.  This is often called “unity in diversity”.  However, the unity thus produced is not what Christ had in mind. 

20.
To what extent can we disagree with a brother while maintaining fellowship?  How do we distinguish between alternative interpretation and false doctrine, or between essentials and non-essentials?  Consider the following hypothetical situations.

a.
There are “early-date” and “late-date” interpretations regarding Revelation, but only one can be right.  Is the other view a false teaching worthy of disfellowship?

b.
In a class, a brother says he is not totally sure, but tends to believe that the Genesis account of creation is figurative rather than literal.  Can we still associate with this brother?

c.
A gospel preacher is well-known for a powerful sermon series on the life of Christ.  Your congregation is considering inviting him to preach this series in a meeting next year.  This preacher is known to hold an erroneous position on divorce and remarriage.  Do you invite him?

d.
A new convert is a college student, and she describes her political views as “left of center”.  She votes for candidates who support abortion and same-sex marriages, although not for that reason.  She just doesn’t like conservative fiscal policy.  Is this something you address with her?

e.
A new convert from the Baptist church always celebrated December 25 as the birthday of Christ.  He knew that there was no evidence for this, but saw no harm in doing so.  His holiday decorations include nativity scenes, angels, and a star tree topper, which bothers you.  What do you do?

f.
At a brother’s house you get something out of the refrigerator and see beer inside.  When you ask him about it, he says he only has one can every other day.  He knows the NT condemns drunkenness and even social drinking, but believes that in the privacy of his home, and in moderation, he can have a beer.  How would you respond to him?

