( lesson 1/October 5: Jesus' Second and Third Withdrawals





Read Mark 7:24-8:12 and Matthew 15:21-16:4.  Which account gives more details about the Canaanite woman?











What did she say to Jesus to help Him to change His mind?











What's the difference between Mark & Matthew's accounts of the healings on the mount beside the sea of Galillee?











What was the basis of Jesus' decision to feed the four thousand?











Describe the miracle itself in detail.











What did the Pharisees and Sadducees demand of Him?











What was His answer?











What did He mean "no sign shall be given"?  Hadn't He given them signs?











What did He mean by "You know how to discern the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the times"?











Thought question: Why do you suppose that the Pharisees and Sadducees (bitter enemies!) would ally themselves against Jesus?





�
( lesson 2/October 8: Disciples' Spiritual Highs and Lows





Read all of Matthew 16:5-28, Mark 8:13-9:1 and Luke 9:18-27 before answering the following questions.  Who has the most complete account?





The disciples were concerned about bread, Jesus was concerned about something else.  What?  Be specific.











What was the doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees, and why was Jesus warning them?











Describe the healing of the man at Bethsaida.











Whose account of Peter's confession is most complete?  What question did Jesus ask His disciples?











What are the three critical divisions of Peter's confession?











What five promises did Jesus make to them in return?











What four things did Jesus begin to prophesy concerning Himself?











What was Peter's motivation in "correcting" Jesus privately?











What was Jesus' response to Peter?











Explain Mark 8:34 and Matthew 16:24.











Explain Mark 8:35-37 and Matthew 16:25-26.











Matthew 16:27-28 and Mark 8:38-9:1 differ somewhat.  How are they different?











Explain the prophesy that He gives here.





( lesson 3/October 12: The Transfiguration; A Boy is Healed





Read Matthew 17:1-23; Mark 9:2-32; Luke 9:28-45.  Who did Jesus take with Him up on the mountain?








Describe Jesus' appearance—and speculate as to why He looked this way.








Who appeared?  What did each of these men represent?  What did they talk about with Jesus?








What did Peter say—and according to one of the texts, why did he say what he did?








What was God's reaction to Peter's words?  What did this cause the disciples to do?








What did Jesus do and say to them to reassure them?  What did He command them not to do?








What did Jesus teach them about Elijah, and what was the importance of this?  What did He teach them about the sufferings that He would undergo?  











Read all three accounts of the boy cured.  As Jesus returned to His disciples, describe the scene between Himself, the crowd, His disciples that He lad left behind and the scribes that were present.











What had His disciples unsuccessfully tried to do?  At what point did the unclean spirit convulse the boy this time?








How severe was the seizure?  What did Jesus ask the boy's father?








What did the boy's father beg Jesus in return?  What did Jesus say to him about belief?








What did the father cry out—with tears?  Why tears?








What did Jesus say to the spirit?  What happened?








What did the people think had happened to the boy—and what did Jesus do next?








What did Jesus tell His disciples about this demon?  What does this teach us today?








Lastly, what did Jesus teach all of his disciples—not just Peter, James and John—about His death?








( lesson 4/October 15: Jesus Teaches About the Kingdom





Read Matthew 17:24-18:35; Mark 9:33-41; Luke 9:46-62; John 7:2-10.  Not all accounts list everything.  Put what happens in chronological order:











From Matthew's account:  How did Jesus teach Peter about Christians and taxes?  Explain what He meant.








From Matthew:  Explain Jesus' teachings on humility.  Give a practical example of how we practice this.








From Matthew:  What about those who would cause a fellow Christian to sin?  How is this tied in to hands or feet causing us to stumble?











From Matthew:  What is His warning about "lost sheep," and what example from the world does He use to teach?








From Matthew: How is this tied into a sinning brother?  What's our attitude towards this brother?  How do we win them back "into the fold"?








From Matthew: what was Peter's question about forgiveness—and Jesus' answer?








From Matthew: explain the parable of the man who owed ten thousand talents.  No short answers!














From Mark:  What question did Jesus ask, and what was their answer?  Why this answer?








From Mark and Luke:  Why did Jesus tell them not to forbid those from casting out demons in Jesus' name?  What's the lesson in this for us today?











From Luke:  Why did James and John want to call down fire from heaven?  What was Jesus' answer?











From Luke:  Explain "Lord, let me first go and bury my father."  Had this man's father just died?








From John:  Retell the conversation between Jesus and His earthly brothers.  What was this "feast" that caused His earthly family to go to Jerusalem?








From John:  What was their argument for wanting Jesus to go to Jerusalem?  What was His reply?








( lesson 5/October 19: Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles





Read John 7:1-8:20. Retell the conversation between Jesus and His earthly brothers.  What was this "feast" that caused His earthly family to go to Jerusalem?








What was their argument for wanting Jesus to go to Jerusalem?  What was His reply?








What were the people saying (secretly) about Jesus?  What did Jesus do in the middle of the feast?








What was Jesus' answer to their question, "How does this Man know letters, having never studied?"?








What contrast did Jesus give of those seeking personal glory vs. the glory of God?








What contrast does Jesus give between Moses' circumcision and His own works?








Thought: when was the last time that Jesus had spoken to Moses?








According to them, what two things disproved Jesus as the Christ? 








Whom did the Pharisees and Chief Priests send to "take Him."  Why did they come back empty handed?











What did Jesus mean by "where I am you cannot come"?  What did they think He meant?








What did He teach about the rivers of living water?  How do we get these rivers today?








What was the nature of the division in the crowd?








What argument did the chief priests and Pharisees give those who returned empty handed?  What did Nicodemus say in response to this?  How did they put him down.  Why were they wrong?











Whom did the scribes and Pharisees bring to Jesus the next morning?  How did He handle it?











What did He next COMMAND this woman, after telling her that He didn't condemn her, either?  What did he turn and teach His disciples and the people?








Retell the sharp exchange that Jesus had concerning his self-witness?


�
( lesson 6/October 26: Spiritual Fathers; Blind Man Healed





Read John 8:21-9:41.








�
( lesson 7/October 29: Good Shepherd; Good Samaritan





Read John 10:1-21, the passages about "The True Shepherd" and "The Good Shepherd."  What do the thieves and robbers described here represent to us today?








What's the importance of a sheep knowing it's shepherd's voice?  How is this true with Christians?








What's the importance of Jesus calling himself a "door" to the Jews?








Describe the three different people that Jesus teaches them about:


Thief:





Good Shepherd:





Hireling:





What was the obvious relationship between the Good Shepherd and the Father?








What of the Good Shepherd's life?  Whose was it to give, and why?








What was the nature of the division of the Jews about Him?  What did each group say about Jesus?








Read Luke 10.  Who were the 70 that He sent out?  What were they told NOT to do?  What were they told to do?











Why, according to the Master, was Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum in difficult straits?








What did the 70 report on their return?  What did Jesus tell them He saw in return?








What additional authority did He give them?  What did He tell them to rejoice in?








What prayer of thanksgiving did Jesus give on their return?  What did He tell them after praying?








A lawyer tested Jesus, yet Jesus asked him back!  Why did Jesus say "You have answered rightly?"








Describe the parable of "The Good Samaritan."  What strikes you as odd about this parable?








What did Jesus ask—and teach—in concluding this parable?








Describe Martha and Mary.  What did Jesus teach them was truly important?





( lesson 8/November 2: Warning and Encouragement





Read Luke 11:1-12:34.  Analyze the prayer that Jesus gave His disciples.








What is it about the friend coming in the middle of the night that teaches us about prayer?








Describe the son asking for bread, fish or an egg.  How does this apply to prayer?








Describe the miracle of the mute man speaking.  Some said He did it thru the power of Satan.  Jesus proved otherwise thru three powerful logical statements.  Retell them:











What lesson did He teach about the return of unclean spirits?








Many today worship Jesus' mother, Mary.  Who does He say are more blessed than her?








In Luke 11:17 they had asked for "a sign."  (!)  What sign did He say would be given, and what did He mean?








What exactly did He mean by "The lamp of the body is the eye."?  Dig!








Why, in your opinion, didn't Jesus wash before eating?  What lesson did He teach?








What three contrasts did He give concerning the scribes and Pharisees?








For what four things did Jesus condemn the lawyers?








What was the reaction of these groups to His words?








What specific hypocrisy was "the leaven of the Pharisees"?








Why should we fear God?








What's the importance of confessing Christ before others?








Describe the parable of the "rich fool."








List Jesus' arguments about not worrying:





�
( lesson 9/November 5: Servants Must Be Ready





Read Luke 12:35-13:35.  How should we prepare to be ready for the return of the Lord?








Give three ways this applies to people today by listing actions we have to take to do this.








Describe the two different kinds of servants.








What will happen to the one that knew how to obey, but didn't?  How about the one that erred in ignorance?








Describe the division that Jesus said He is now bringing (including today.)  Give an example you've seen.








What advice does He give concerning legal quarrels?  Why would He teach this?








What VERY important lesson does Jesus teach about those who died suddenly?








Describe and explain the parable of the fig tree.  Think about how this applies to Christians today.








Describe the infirm woman who was healed on the Sabbath.  What did the ruler of the Synagogue say to Jesus?








What did Jesus call the ruler?  What two arguments does Jesus use to prove that what He did was right?








Describe the parable of the mustard seed, and explain it.  Describe the parable of the leaven and explain it.








What was the question He was asked concerning salvation?  What was His answer?








Describe the scene of people knocking, wanting into the Lord's presence.








Think about this in modern terms.  Give examples of people today who fit this mould.








What did the Pharisee tell Jesus?  What did Jesus tell the Pharisee in reply?  Explain His answer.








What was Jesus' lament over Jerusalem?  What did He prophesy would happen to Jerusalem?





�
( lesson 10/November 9: In Perea; The "Lost" Parables





Read Luke 14.  Why were they "watching Him" and what did He say before & after healing the man?








When sitting at this meal, what did He teach concerning humility?  What did He say to the one inviting Him?








Retell the parable of the great supper, and explain how it applies to you and I.








What five examples did He give the multitudes that followed Him about leaving all?











Read Luke 15.  In retrospect, doesn't it seem poor judgement for Jesus to eat with sinners?








What was His parable of the lost sheep?  The lost coin?








Ah, the lost, or "prodigal" son.  Retell this wonderful story.














What were the attitudes of the son, father & brother?  Whom did each—all three—represent?











Read John 10:22-42.  Why did the Jews surround Him, and what did they demand?








What seven points did He make in answer?


a)


b)


c)


d)


e)


f)


g)


h)





What did He ask the Jews when they picked up stones, and what was their response?








What did Jesus say proved His statement?








How did He escape and where did He go?








What did He do there?





�
( lesson 11/November 12: Parables on Stewardship





Read Luke 16:1-17:10.  Why did the master call in the unjust steward?  What did he do to settle accounts?








Why did his master commend him for what seems to be dishonesty?  (Yes, this is a trick question.)








What five lessons did Jesus teach as a result of this parable?














What does this teach you about Christ's attitude towards money and business?








When "derided" by the Pharisees for this teaching, what did Jesus in turn teach?








What plain teaching did Jesus offer concerning divorce?  What conditions did He attach?











What do we know about Lazarus' earthly life?  The rich man's earthly life?  Tell what you observe.














Why would Jesus give this teaching about a "rich man" at this point?  What were His main points?











What did Jesus mean by "offenses"?  What was the warning?








List ALL of Jesus teachings about those who sin against us:











Explain what Jesus meant by the faith of the mustard seed.








Why did Jesus give them this example of a servant's duty at this point?  What does this teach us?


�
( lesson 12/November 16: Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead





Read John 11.  Research: find what we know about Mary, Martha & Lazarus from earlier passages.














What was Jesus' reaction to the news of Lazarus' sickness?  How much longer did he stay before leaving?








Why were the disciples hesitant to go back to Judea?  Explain Jesus' answer to them.








Retell the conversation He had with His disciples in John 11:7-16.











How far was Bethany from Jerusalem?  How long had Lazarus been dead?








Retell the conversation between Martha and Jesus.








What did Mary say to Jesus, and what did He do—and say?  What was the reaction of the Jews to this?








Why didn't Martha want Jesus to see Lazarus in the tomb?  What did He say in return?








Describe the prayer of Jesus.  Did the people realize what He was about to do?  How did He raise Lazarus?








What was the reaction of the Jews to this?  The reaction of the chief priests and some of the Pharisees?








What did Caiaphas say by way of prophesy?








Where did Jesus move to and do?  








What did the Jews begin to say about Jesus?








What command did the chief priests and Pharisees give?


�
( lesson 13/November 19: The Journey Toward Jerusalem





Read Matthew 19:1-12 and Mark 10:1-12.  Who has the most complete account?  How do the accounts differ?











Who asked the question about marriage and divorce?  What did He ask in return?











What law did Jesus go back to before Moses, and why?











Why would they say that Moses gave a "command" about this?  Where was their heart?











What two answers did Jesus give in return?  (Note: we will discuss this at great length in class!)

















When His disciples asked for more detail, what did He teach them—and what did they say in return to this "hard" teaching?











Read Luke 17:11-18:14.  Describe what occurred with the ten lepers—and the one that returned!  Any lesson for us?











What did Jesus say overall would happen with the coming of the kingdom?











Give three specific examples He also gave:














To what time was Jesus referring?








Retell the parable He gave us in order that we pray without losing heart:











Why would Jesus use an evil, corrupt, unjust judge to teach about persistence in prayer?








Retell the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector.











What does this teach us about our attitude towards God and towards prayer?


�
( lesson 14/November 23: The Kingdom and its Subjects





Read Matthew 19:13-20:16, Mark 10:13-31 and Luke 18:15-30.  Who has the more complete account?  How are these three accounts different?














What good could come of Jesus praying and putting His hands on children?











What was Jesus' first answer to the young ruler?  What did Jesus say he had to do to be perfect?











In your opinion, why did Jesus command this young man to do this?











Jesus immediately taught about this exchange.  Why did His teaching on riches astonish His disciples?











What did Jesus tell Peter would happen to the apostles?  What other reward was promised to us?











Why does Jesus' statement "many who are first shall be last" tie in to His parable in Matthew 20:1-16?











What wage was agreed to by the master and each servant?  Was it a fair wage to all?











Why did the owner, at the end of the day, pay everyone the same amount?











What was the landowner's answer to their grumblings?  How does this apply today?














�
( lesson 15/November 26: Bartimaeus and Zacchaeus





Read Matthew 20:17-34 and Mark 10:32-52.  Why were the disciples afraid?  What did Jesus tell them would happen?








Read ahead.  Where were they when James, John and their mother made their request?  Who does Matthew say made the request?  Who does Mark say?  Explain the difference.








What did they think He meant by His question?  What did He really mean?








Why wouldn't He grant their wish, and whom did Jesus say would grant these types of wishes?








What did He teach His disciples about this?  What example did He give?








What did Jesus say was His own personal mission?  (Why had the Father sent Him?)








Now Read Luke 18:35-43.  Describe the miracle of the blind men.  How do Matthew, Mark & Luke differ?  Explain.











Read Luke 19:1-28.  Why do you think that Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus?  Why did Jesus really call him down?








Why did the Jews complain about Jesus associating with Zacchaeus, even eating with this sinful, unrighteous man?








What decision did Zacchaeus reach?  What did Jesus say about this?  








According to this scripture, what did the people think that Jesus would do on his entry into Jerusalem?








Retell, in detail, the parable of the nobleman.

















Tell who you think each represents:


Nobleman





Ten servants





Ten minas (about three months' salary)





Delegation that would not let him rule








�
( lesson 16/November 30: Bethany and the Triumphal Entry





Read John 11:55-12:11, Matthew 26:6-13 and Mark 14:1-11.  What were the people talking about?  What had the chief priests commanded?  Why?











Describe the scene in Bethany.  Whose house?  Who served?  Who ate with Jesus?  Who anointed Him?














What false complaint did Judas give?  What was Judas' real desire?  What did Jesus tell Judas?











The Jews wanted to see Lazarus, whom Jesus had raised.  Why?  Why did the chief priests want to kill him also?








Read John 12:12-19, Matthew 21:1-17, Mark 11:1-11 and Luke 19:29-44.  What had God prepared for Him to ride?  Why?








What did Jesus say would happen when they found the animals?  What happened?











Describe His entry into Jerusalem this last time.  He knew He would die—so why did He do this?














Where did He and His disciples sleep that night?








Why did He cry over Jerusalem?  What is "the time of your [Jerusalem's] visitation" He described?  











What was the destruction He described?  When did it come to pass?








Whom did He drive out of the temple, and why?








Whom did He heal in the temple?








Why were the chief priests and scribes angered?


�
( lesson 17/December 3: The Fig Tree and the Temple





Read Matthew 21:18-22.  Why did Jesus cause the fig tree to whither?  What did He say to cause this?








What did His disciples ask when they observed the withered tree?  What was His answer?








Read Mark 11:12-26.  Why had Jesus sought out the tree?  How does this show His humanity?








Describe how He drove out the merchants.  Why did the scribes and chief priests hesitate to arrest Him publicly?








When did they next pass by the fig tree?  Who noticed the fig tree, and asked Jesus about it?








Why would Jesus use this example to talk about prayer?  What four points did He make about prayer?








Read Luke 19:45-48.  What do you notice in this passage that's different from the others?








Read John 12:20-50.  Who were those who came to worship Passover, and how did their request reach Jesus?








What was His answer to them—and what did His answer mean?








What did Jesus say to cause God to answer Him?  What was God's answer?  What did the people say?








What was Jesus' explanation of this voice?  What three things did Jesus next prophesy?








Why, according to the people, could this not be?  What was Jesus' answer to this, and what did it mean?








What two prophesies did John point out were fulfilled in their rejection of Jesus?








And yet—many did believe in Him, and do so today.  Describe the problem that many faced in their belief in Him as the Messiah, or Christ.








What did Jesus say would judge men "in that last day"?  When will that "last day" be?








According to Jesus, whose words were really being spoken?


�
( lesson 18/December 7: Jesus' Enemies Try to Trap Him





Read Matthew 21:23-46, Mark 11:27-12:12 and Luke 20:1-19.  (Don't try to answer the questions by reading as you go.  It won't work.)  In these parallel passages, Jesus' authority is questioned and He tells two parables in return.





Who confronted Jesus?  Where was He, and what was He doing when confronted?








What two questions did they ask Him?








What was His response to their question?  Why was this an usually wise response?








What was the outcome of their question?








Jesus told two parables against these men.  Retell the first one and explain it.








Retell and explain the second parable.  Who did each character in the parable represent?








What scripture did Jesus quote at the conclusion of the second parable, and what conclusion did He teach?








Why did His teaching anger these men?  Why didn't they arrest Him right then and there?








Read Matthew 22:1-33, Mark 12:13-27 and Luke 20:20-40.  In these parallel passages, Jesus tells a third parable and is then challenged by the Pharisees and then the Sadducees.





In the parable of the wedding feast, how was the king—and the king's servants—treated by those invited?








What did the king do to those men?  Who were invited next?  What happened to the one that was improperly dressed?








Explain the parable.  Who does each character represent: king, servants, original invitees, new invitees, one imprisoned?











What was the question of the Pharisees, and why was this a particularly "tricky" question in light of politics of the day?








How did Jesus answer this "tricky" question—and how does this apply to us?








What circumstance did the Sadducees try to test Him with?  Why would this be a "tricky" question?








What was Jesus' answer, and why was this such a powerful answer?








How did the people present react to His teaching?


�
( lesson 19/December 10: Scribes, Pharisees and a Widow





Read Matthew 22:34-46, Mark 12:28-37 and Luke 20:41-44.  Why did the Pharisees ask their question?








What was Jesus' answer, in three parts?








What question did He ask them in turn?  Explain why His was such an interesting question.








While they didn't know the answer, we do!  What's the answer to Jesus' question?








Read Matthew 23:1-39, Mark 12:38-40 and Luke 45-47.  What did Jesus say was good about the scribes and Pharisees?








List at least three of their sins listed in 23:1-6.








What's the modern equivalent today of men calling a religious leader "Rabbi"?  Why did Jesus forbid this?








Explain how "whoever exalts himself shall be humbled and he who humbles himself shall be exalted."








What did Jesus say about their teaching on swearing?  What had He taught earlier?








Explain what Jesus meant by "the weightier matters of the Law."








Explain Jesus analogy of the whitewashed tombs.








Why did Jesus say their teachings of how they would have treated the prophets was hypocrisy?








What did Jesus in turn prophesy that He would send—and what would they do to them?








Why did Jesus lament over Jerusalem—and what did He prophesy would happen?








Research: When did Jesus' prophesy come to pass?








Read Mark 12:41-44 and Luke 21:1-4.  Explain, if you can: how powerful was Jesus' teachings about this poor widow and what did He fully mean?








�
( lesson 20/December 14: The Destruction of Jerusalem





Read Matthew 24:1-2, Mark 13:1-2 and Luke 21:5-6.  Why did they show Him the temple?  What did He say?








Read Matthew 24:3-14, Mark 13:3-13 and Luke 21:7-19, the passages that teach about the signs preceding the downfall of Jerusalem.  What signs did He say would happen before Jerusalem fell?








What did he say would happen to each of them before the downfall?








What did He prophesy that He would do concerning their testimony?








What did He mean by "By your patience possess your souls"?








Read Matthew 24:15-28, Mark 13:14-23 and Luke 21:20-24, the downfall of Jerusalem.  What is "the 'abomination of desolation'" spoken of by Daniel?








How sudden would be the downfall?  What warning did He give concerning His coming at that point?








Read Matthew 24:29-31, Mark 13:24-27 and Luke 21:25-28, the second coming of Christ.  What signs will we see?








Read Matthew 24:32-35, Mark 13:28-31 and Luke 21:29-33.  What lesson do we draw from the fig tree?








When would these things take place?  Which of the two was He talking about—destruction of Jerusalem, or second coming?








Read Matthew 24:36-44 and Mark 13:32-37.  List who does not know when the second coming will be:








Retell the parable of the man going to a far country.  How does this apply to us today?








Read Matthew 24:45-51.  Retell this parable, and describe how it applies to us today.








Read Luke 21:34-38.  How can our heart be "weighed down" with these sins He describes?








What does it mean to "pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass"?


�
( lesson 21/December 17: Parables of Judgement; Judas Acts





Read Matthew 25:1-13.  Why were five of the virgins foolish?  How does this apply to Christians today?








Read Matthew 25:14-30.  How did the first and second man increase their talents (money) entrusted to them?








What did the third man do, and what was his reasoning?  What was his punishment, and why?








Who do each of these men represent?  When will this happen?








Read Matthew 25:31-46.  What did Jesus teach was important about our earthly deeds?  Give practical application for today.








Why do you think that those that will be punished didn't see those in need?








What is it about the righteous man and woman that causes them to want to help others?








Read Matthew 26:1-5 and Mark 14:1-2.  What did Jesus prophesy?  What did the rulers of the Jews decide to do about Him?








Read Matthew 26:6-13, Mark 14:3-9 and John 12:1-8.  Describe the annointment.  Which of the disciples was displeased?








What was his public outcry for her not annointing Jesus?  What was his real reason?








What did Jesus say to him by way of rebuke?








Read Matthew 26:14-16, Mark 14:10-11 and Luke 22:1-6.  Why do you think Judas went to them now, rather than earlier?








What was decided?  How much was this sum worth?











Read Matthew 26:17-19 and Mark 14:12-16.  What instructions did Jesus give concerning the Passover?








Why was it important for them to eat the Passover?





�
( lesson 22/December 21: The Last Supper


Celebrating Passover: Matt 26:20-25 & Mark 14:17-21.    The Lord's Supper: Matt 26:26-30, Mark 14:22-26 & Luke 22:14-23.  


Jesus Washing His Disciples Feet: John 13:1-17.    The Prophesy of Betrayal: John 13:18-30.  


The New Commandment: John 13:31-35.    The Prophesy of Peter's Denial: Matt 26:30-35, Mark 14:26-31 and John 13:36-38.





Read the Passover passages.  What did Jesus announce during the meal?  Trick question: who dipped his hand with Jesus?








Read The Lord's Supper passages.  During the Passover, how did He institute the Lord's Supper?








What two things did He prophesy at that time?











Read the Washing passage.  At which point did this occur?  Why didn't Peter want Jesus to do so?  What was Jesus' answer?











What was Jesus' explanation for His washing their feet?  What's our lesson in this?








Read the Betrayal passage.  Jesus said there was a reason it would happen.  Why?








Why would His words perplex them?  Retell in detail the small scene between Peter, John, Jesus and Judas.

















Why did the disciples think Jesus used the words that He did with Judas?








Read The New Commandment passage.  Was this a new commandment?  Why was it needed?








Read the Denial passage.  Where were they when He spoke?  Who would stumble?  What does it mean to "stumble"?














Where did He prophetically tell them that He would meet them when raised [from the dead]?








What exactly was the prophesy that Jesus gave Peter?








What did Peter—and the other apostles—say in response to this prophesy?





�
( lesson 23/December 24: From the Upper Room to the Garden





Read Matthew 26:30 and Mark 14:26, passages from our last lesson.  Where were they?





Read John 13:38-14:31.  Where was Jesus going?  [Even facing death, He "prepares" for them!]








What three things does Jesus call Himself.  Explain each.








Retell the conversation between Jesus and Phillip.  What two reasons did Jesus give them (and us!) for believing?








What's the power of asking in Jesus name?








What do those that truly love the Lord do with their lives? Explain this.








Explain this circle of having Christ's commandments, loving Him and loving the Father.








What did Jesus promise that the Holy Spirit would do for them?  Why shouldn't they allow their hearts to be troubled?








Read John 15:1-17.  "Mainstream" Christianity says the "vine and branches" passage is talking about denominations.  Disprove.








Again, the "new commandment."  Why does Jesus call them "friends" now instead of "servants" in light of this?








Explain John 15:18-25 in light of today.








Read John 15:26-16:33.  What would it mean that they would "bear witness," and why was this important?








Describe all of the works of the Holy Spirit (John 16:5-15):














Why would His "a little while" statement confuse them?  What was His  explanation?








Why the figurative language?  What did He clearly tell them was about to happen?  How did they react to this?








What did He finally prophesy was about to happen to each of them?








Finally, why, in this moment of horrible death, would he command them to be happy? 





�
( lesson 24/December 28: Jesus Prays; Is Arrested





Read Matthew 26:36-46, Mark 14:32-42 and Luke 22:39-46.  Where were the disciples while He prayed?  Why so sorrowful?








What did He pray for?  What three things did He say when He found His disciples asleep?








How many times did this occur, and what was the disciples reply each time?








What did the angel do that appeared?  How severely was He sweating—and why?








Read John 17.  What did He pray for Himself?








What did He pray for His disciples?











What did He pray for all believers everywhere?











Read Matthew 26:47-56, Mark 14:43-52 and Luke 22:47-53.  At what point did Judas and the soldiers appear?  What did Jesus ask Judas?  What did Judas call Jesus?











What did Jesus say in return to Judas?  Who cut off Malchus' ear?  How was Malchus healed?  What did Jesus say to Peter?











What question did Jesus ask the men that came to arrest Him?








What was His point about His not being arrested daily when He taught in the temple?








Explain His statement "But this is your hour, and the power of darkness."








Read John 18:1-11.  How does this account differ?











Read John 18:12-14.  Why did they arrest Him?  Why did they tie Him?  To whom did they lead Him?


�
Trials Before the Jews, Herod and Pilate—A Harmony of the Gospels & Acts





Jesus Faces the High Priest:�
�
Matthew 26:57  And those who had laid hold of Jesus led Him away to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders were assembled.


58	But Peter followed Him at a distance to the high priest's courtyard. And he went in and sat with the servants to see the end.


59	Now the chief priests, the elders, and all the council sought false testimony against Jesus to put Him to death.


60	but found none. Even though many false witnesses came forward, they found none. But at last two false witnesses came forward.


61	and said, "This fellow said, 'I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.'"


62	And the high priest arose and said to Him, "Do You answer nothing? What is it that these men testify against You?"


63	But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest answered and said to Him, "I adjure You by the living God that You tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God."


64	Jesus said to him, "It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven."


65	Then the high priest tore his clothes, saying, "He has spoken blasphemy! What further need do we have of witnesses? Look, now you have heard His blasphemy!


66	"What do you think?" They answered and said, "He is deserving of death."


67	Then they spat in His face and beat Him; and others struck Him with the palms of their hands,


68	saying, "Prophesy to us, Christ! Who is the one who struck You?"


�
Mark 14:53  And they led Jesus away to the high priest; and with him were assembled all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes.


54	But Peter followed Him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. And he sat with the servant and warmed himself at the fire.


55	And the chief priests and all the council sought testimony against Jesus to put Him to death, and found none.


56	For many bore false witness against Him, but their testimonies did not agree.


57	And some rose up and bore false witness against Him, saying,


58	"We heard Him say, 'I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and within three days I will build another made without hands.'"


59	But not even then did their testimony agree.


60	And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, saying, "Do You answer nothing? What is it these men testify against You?"


61	But He kept silent and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked Him, saying to Him, "Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?"


62	And Jesus said, "I am. And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven."


63	Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, "What further need do we have of witnesses?


64	"You have heard the blasphemy! What do you think?" And they all condemned Him to be worthy of death.


65	Then some began to spit on Him, and to blindfold Him, and to beat Him, and to say to Him, "Prophesy!" And the officers struck Him with the palms of their hands.


�
Luke 22:63  Now the men who held Jesus mocked Him and beat Him.


64	And having blindfolded Him, they struck Him, saying, "Prophesy! Who is it that struck You?"


65	And many other things they blasphemously spoke against Him.





66	As soon as it was day, the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes, came together and led Him into their council, saying,


67	"If You are the Christ, tell us." But He said to them, "If I tell you, you will by no means believe.


68	"And if I also ask you, you will by no means answer Me or let Me go.


69	"Hereafter the Son of man will sit on the right hand of the power of God."


70	Then they all said, "Are You then the Son of God?" And He said to them, "You rightly say that I am."


71	And they said, "What further testimony do we need? For we have heard it ourselves from His own mouth."


�
John 18:12  Then the detachment of troops and the captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and bound Him.


13	And they led Him away to Annas first, for he was the father�in�law of Caiaphas who was high priest that year.


14	Now it was Caiaphas who gave counsel to the Jews that it was expedient that one man should die for the people.








19	The high priest then asked Jesus about His disciples and His doctrine.


20	Jesus answered him, "I spoke openly to the world. I always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where the Jews always meet, and in secret I have said nothing.


21	"Why do you ask Me? Ask those who have heard Me what I said to them. Indeed they know what I said."


22	And when He had said these things, one of the officers who stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, "Do You answer the high priest like that?"


23	Jesus answered him, "If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, why do you strike Me?"


24	Then Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.





�
�
Peter Denies Jesus:�
�
Matthew 26:69  Now Peter sat outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came to him, saying, "You also were with Jesus of Galilee."


70	But he denied it before them all, saying, "I do not know what you are saying."


71	And when he had gone out to the gateway, another girl saw him and said to those who were there, "This fellow also was with Jesus of Nazareth."


72	But again he denied with an oath, "I do not know the Man!"


73	And after a while those who stood by came to him and said to Peter, "Surely you also are one of them, because your speech betrays you."


74	Then he began to curse and swear, saying, "I do not know the Man!" And immediately a rooster crowed.


75	And Peter remembered the word of Jesus who had said to him, "Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times." Then he went out and wept bitterly.


�
Mark 14:66  Now as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came.


67	And when she saw Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, "You also were with Jesus of Nazareth."


68	But he denied it, saying, "I neither know nor understand what you are saying." And he went out on the porch, and a rooster crowed.


69	And the servant girl saw him again, and began to say to those who stood by, "This is one of them."


70	But he denied it again. And a little later those who stood by said to Peter again, "Surely you are one of them; for you are a Galilean, and your speech shows it."


71	But he began to curse and swear, "I do not know this Man of whom you speak!"


72	And a second time the rooster crowed. And Peter called to mind the word that Jesus had said to him, "Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times." And when he thought about it, he wept.�
Luke 22:54  Then, having arrested Him, they led Him and brought Him into the high priest's house. And Peter followed at a distance.


55	Now when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them.


56	And a certain servant girl, seeing him as he sat by the fire, looked intently at him and said, This man was also with Him."


57	But he denied Him, saying, "Woman, I do not know Him."


58	And after a little while another saw him and said, "You also are of them." But Peter said, "Man, I am not!"


59	Then after about an hour had passed, another confidently affirmed, saying, "Surely this fellow also was with Him, for he is a Galilean."


60	But Peter said, "Man, I do not know what you are saying!" And immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed.


61	And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how He had said to him, "Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times."


62	Then Peter went out and wept bitterly.�
John 18:15  And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Now that disciple was known to the high priest, and went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest.


16	But Peter stood at the door outside. Then the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to her who kept the door, and brought Peter in.


17	Then the servant girl who kept the door said to Peter, "You are not also one of this Man's disciples, are you?" He said, "I am not."


18	And the servants and officers who had made a fire of coals stood there, for it was cold, and they warmed themselves. And Peter stood with them and warmed himself.





25	Now Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. Therefore they said to him, "You are not also one of His disciples, are you?" He denied it and said, "I am not!"


26	One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of him whose ear Peter cut off, said, "Did I not see you in the garden with Him?"


27	Peter then denied again; and immediately a rooster crowed.�
�
Jesus Faces Pilate:�
�
Matthew 27:1  When morning came, all the chief priests and elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put Him to death.


2	And when they had bound Him, they led Him away and delivered Him to Pontius Pilate the governor.





11	Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor asked Him, saying, "Are You the King of the Jews?" So Jesus said to him, "It is as you say."


12	And while He was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He answered nothing.


13	Then Pilate said to Him, "Do You not hear how many things they testify against You?"


14	And He answered him not one word, so that the governor marveled greatly.�
Mark 15: 1  Immediately, in the morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole council: and they bound Jesus, led Him away, and delivered Him to Pilate.


2	Then Pilate asked Him, "Are You the King of the Jews?" And He answered and said to him, "It is as you say."


3	And the chief priests accused Him of many things, but He answered nothing.


4	Then Pilate asked Him again, saying, "Do You answer nothing? See how many things they testify against You!"


5	But Jesus still answered nothing, so that Pilate marveled.�
Luke 23:1  Then the whole multitude of them arose and led Him to Pilate.


2	And they began to accuse Him, saying, "We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, saying that He Himself is Christ, a King."


3	So Pilate asked Him, saying, "Are You the King of the Jews?" And He answered him and said, "It is as you say."


4	Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowd, "I find no fault in this Man."


5	But they were the more fierce, saying, "He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee to this place."�
John 18: 28  Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning.  But they themselves did not go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but that they might eat the Passover.	Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning. But they themselves did not go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but that they might eat the Passover.


29	Pilate then went out to them and said, "What accusation do you bring against this Man?"


30	They answered and said to him, "If He were not an evildoer, we would not have delivered Him up to you."


31	Then Pilate said to them, "You take Him and judge Him according to your law." Therefore the Jews said to him, "It is now lawful for us to put anyone to death,"


32	that the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled which He spoke, signifying by what death He would die.


33	The Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him, "Are You the King of the Jews?"


34	Jesus answered him, "Are you speaking for yourself on this, or did others tell you this about Me?"


35	Pilate answered, "Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered You to me. What have You done?"


36	Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here."


37	Pilate therefore said to Him, "Are You a king then?" Jesus answered, "You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice."


38	Pilate said to Him, "What is truth?" And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews, and said to them, "I find no fault in Him at all.�
�
Jesus Faces Herod:�
�
Luke 23: 6  When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked if the Man were a Galilean.


7	And as soon as he knew that He belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time.


8	Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceedingly glad; for he had desired for a long time to see Him, because he had heard many things about Him, and he hoped to see some miracle done by Him.


9	Then he questioned Him with many words, but He answered him nothing.


10	And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused Him.


11	Then Herod, with his men of war, treated Him with contempt and mocked Him, arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe, and sent Him back to Pilate.


12	That very day Pilate and Herod became friends with each other, for before that they had been at enmity with each other.�
�
Judas Hangs Himself:�
�
Matthew 26: 3  Then Judas, His betrayer, seeing that He had been condemned, was remorseful and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders,


4	saying, "I have sinned by betraying innocent blood." And they said, "What is that to us? You see to it!"


5	Then he threw down the pieces of silver in the temple and departed, and went and hanged himself.


6	But the chief priests took the silver pieces and said, "It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, because they are the price of blood."


7	And they took counsel and bought with them the potter's field, to bury strangers in.


8	Therefore that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day.


9	Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying, "And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the value of Him who was priced, whom they of the children of Israel priced,


10	"and gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord directed me." {Jer 32:6-9}�
Acts 1:18  "(Now this man purchased a field with the wages of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his entrails gushed out.


19   And it became known to all those dwelling in Jerusalem; so that field is called in their own language, Akel Dama, that is, Field of Blood.)


20   "For it is written in the Book of Psalms:  'Let his dwelling place be desolate, And let no one live in it' and 'Let another take his office.'�
�



�
( lesson 25/December 31: Trials Before the Jews, Herod and Pilate





Read "Jesus faces the High Priest" (previous pages).  Why the false witnesses?








What did He say about His method of teaching, and why did they strike Him at that point?








Why did He not answer their false accusations?








Why did Jesus tell them who He was?  What did He prophesy concerning Himself?








What was their "verdict," and why did the officers of the High Priest begin to strike Him and blaspheme?








Read "Peter Denies Jesus".  Describe, in detail, each of the denials.  List who made the accusation each time.


a)





b)





c)





At what point did the rooster crow the first time?  At what point did it crow the second time?








Explain why Jesus turned and looked at Peter.  What do you suppose went through Peter's heart?








Read "Jesus faces Pilate."  When did they send Jesus to Pilate?  What do you find ironic in their not wanting to enter the Praetorium?








What accusation did they make against Jesus?  Disprove their charge, using earlier scripture.








Retell the first conversation between Pilate and the Jews (John 18).  What do you find interesting about the exchange?








Using all four Gospels, reconstruct the entire interchange between Jesus and Pilate.  No short answers!








What did Pilate tell the Jews?  Thought: why do you think that Pilate interviewed Jesus privately?








Read "Jesus faces Herod".  When did Pilate send Jesus to Herod?








What did Herod and his men say and do to Jesus?  What did Jesus say in response?  Why?








Read "Judas hangs himself."  Why do you think Judas was remorseful?  What did he do?


