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How we Got the Bible 

The Bible is perhaps the greatest literary work known to human kind.  The significance of this book cannot be denied for it has been the top selling book of the year for centuries thus emphasizing its significance.  Many people of the Christian faith consider this unique work to be the moral guide to right and wrong.  The Bible has affected numerous areas of human life including the family, labor, race relations, crime, humanitarianism, government, education, art music, and literature.  But where did this magnificent literary work come from?  What are the origins of the Bible?  It is not possible to fix with exact precision the circumstances of the Bible's origin. One cannot go to a specific time and place and say that is the time and place of the Bible's birth because the Bible was not written as a single work. Rather, the Bible is a collection of sacred books including volumes of law, history, poetry, wisdom, and prophecy.  Although we cannot assign an exact date and location to the Bible’s origin because of the manner in which it was created, we can discern how we got the Bible by carefully looking at its roots.  The roots of the Bible we have today can be seen by looking at the uniqueness of the Bible, its versions and manuscripts, and the accuracy of the Bible; and by looking at these roots we can see why some people believe the Bible to be the work of God.

In order to understand the origin of the Bible, one must first look at the uniqueness of the Bible itself.  First of all, the Bible is unique in its continuity.  Most books, no matter how influential they come to be, are written by a single individual or a group of individuals working together over a brief period of time.  The Bible was written over a period of forty generations and it has over forty authors that included men that lived on three different continents.  The author of each book in the Bible is usually noted in the first couple verses of their book.  This group of authors even contained men of different occupational status.  Some of the authors include Moses, Peter, Amos, Joshua, Daniel, Paul, Luke, Nehemiah, Solomon, and Mathew, all of whom can be read about in the Bible itself.  Some of these men held positions of prestige.   For example, Moses was a political leader raised in Egypt, while Joshua was a military leader. Daniel was a prime minister, and Solomon was a king.  On the other hand, some of the authors held lowly positions in society.  For example, Peter was a fisherman and Amos was a herdsman.  These men came from different backgrounds and lifestyles, yet they all of their writings were congruous and never contradicted each other.  Some skeptics might point out some grammatical errors found in some of the translations.  For example, the King James Version of the Bible translates the Greek word for “Passover” as “Easter”, but the message of the Bible stays the same along with its continuity. The Bible was written in three different languages.  The Old Testament was written in Hebrew, “the language of Judah” (2 Kings 18:26-28).  Some portions of the Bible were written in Aramaic, the common language of the near East until the time of Alexander the Great.  Other portions were written in Greek, the international language at the time of the New Testament writing (Reaves). But Despite the diversity of the authors and the different languages in which they wrote, the Bible still conveys a common message; this message consists of the history of the world, the old law, the coming of Jesus, and the establishment of the new law. Considering this fact, could it be possible that these men were guided by more than just their own thoughts and feelings, or was there a higher being guiding them?

The Bible is also unique in its survival.  Isaiah the prophet once said: 
All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is like the flower on the field:  the grass withers, the flower fades; because the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass.  The grass withers, the flower fades, but the Word of our God shall stand forever. (Isaiah 40: 6-7) 
Although the Bible was written on perishable material, it was copied and recopied by hand hundreds of years before the printing press, but this did not diminish its style, accuracy, or correctness.  In 303 A.D., Diocletian issued an edict to stop Christians from worshipping and to destroy their scriptures.  Twenty-five years later, Constantine, the Emperor after Diocletian, ordered fifty copies of the Scriptures to be made at the expense of the government (Schaff 201).  Voltaire said that in one-hundred years the Bible would be an outmoded and forgotten book that would only be found in museums; however, as Geisler and Nix point out, “Only fifty years after his death the Geneva Bible Society used his press and house to produce stacks of Bibles” (Geisler and Nix 65).  Many other interesting facts point to the uniqueness of the Bible.  The Bible was the first religious book to be taken into outer space on microfilm.  The British Museum bought Tyndale’s version of the New Testament, which is only about one sixth the size of a piece of paper, for $1,600,000 (Reaves).  By looking at these facts the Bible appears to be one of the most unique books in the world.  A book this unique is surely significant for it to have lasted as long as it has.

One of the most defining ways in which the origin of the Bible can be seen is through an analysis of its versions and manuscripts.  There are more manuscripts of the New Testament than there are of the Old Testament.  The oldest manuscripts of the Old Testament are the Cairo Codex and the Leningrad Codex.  The Cairo Codex is dated 895 A.D., and the Leningrad Codex is dated back to 916 A.D.  The entire Old Testament manuscript was completed 1008 A.D. (Lightfoot 42)  The present Hebrew Bible of today is based upon these manuscripts.  A circle of Jewish scholars known as the Massoretes was largely responsible for keeping the Old Testament text accurate and free from corruption.  The New Testament manuscripts were written in Greek and are of two major types, which are determined by the form of letters used in writing.  These two types are uncial and cursive (Lightfoot 39).  There are over five thousand manuscripts of the New Testament known to be in existence.  These manuscripts generally consisted of four divisions of the New Testament which were the Four Gospels, Acts and General Epistles, the Pauline Epistles, and the Book of Revelations.  These ancient manuscripts provide a basis for many of the translations we have today and an idea of the Bible’s age.

There are three complete or almost complete copies of the New Testament scriptures which are written on vellum, or animal skins, and date back to 300-400 A.D. The Vatican Manuscript, the Sinaitic Manuscript, and the Alexandrian Manuscript are considered to be the four most valuable Greek manuscripts of the New Testament (Reaves).    The Vatican Manuscript is located in the Vatican library in Rome.  It contains, in Greek, practically all of the Old and New Testaments and consists of 759 leaves of the finest vellum.  The Sinaitic manuscript was discovered by the great German Biblical scholar, Constantine Tischendorf, in Saint Catherine’s Monastery on Mount Sinai in 1844 (Reaves).  It contains some of the Old Testament and all of the New Testament.  The Sinaitic can now be seen in the British Museum.  The Alexandrian Manuscript is a fifth century uncial, originating in Alexandria, Egypt.  It contains almost the complete Bible.  It also resides in the British Museum. (Kenyon 193) While all of these ancient manuscripts were found in different places at different times, they all say the same thing.  Thus we see these points to be further evidence of the continuity and uniqueness of Bible.   

Two men by the names of John Wycliffe and William Tyndale were responsible for translating the Bible into the first English Text.  “He [John Wycliffe] is responsible for the preparation of an English Bible which every man who knew his letters might read in his own home” (Kenyon 200).  His translation was completed in 1382 and was the first translation to be made into English from the Latin language.  Wycliffe has been called the “morning star” of the reformation, but also has been described as the father of the English reformation for his immense contribution to the movement in the 16th century (Reaves).  William Tyndale translated the Bible from Greek to English around 1526.  He published his Bibles while running from the Catholic Church who did not approve of his translation.  Eventually the Catholic Church burned him at the stake in 1536, but before his death he shouted out “O Lord, open the King of England’s eyes!” (Kenyon 217).  Shortly thereafter, the King of England decreed that Bibles should be placed in churches to be read.  These men were the first men to translate the Bible into an English version for the common man to read.  Before their time, the Bible was only accessible to priests and men of stature.  Their contribution to the modern text of the English Bible is incomparable.

Some of the most well known or recent translations of the Bible are the King James Version (KJV) , the English and American Revisions, the American Standard Version (ASV), and the Revised Standard Version (RSV) .  The KJV was translated from Greek text, but the three most valuable Greek manuscripts of the New Testament were not available to the KJV translators.  These three Greek manuscripts were the Vatican, Sinaitic, and Alexandrian.  The English of medieval times was very different from our modern English and as a result, some confusion in the meaning of some words has been discovered in this text.  The weakness of the KJV came under sharp criticism in the 19th century and led to a proposal in England for a revision of it.  Committees of English and American Biblical scholars were formed and in 1885 the work was finished.  The Americans produced the American Standard Version about fourteen years later.  This text is based on a Greek text far superior to that employed by the KJV translators.  The ASV is the most accurate and exact text that we have today because of the single minded ambition of the translators to produce a translation that was meticulously exact, but in return this version is difficult to read.  It lost in naturalness and beauty in style.  The Revised Standard Version came into existence for three reasons: first, the recognition of the inadequacies of the KJV; secondly, the failure of the English and American revisions to overcome all those inadequacies; and thirdly, the discovery of new sources of information about the original text and its meaning (Reaves).  The accuracy and message of the Bible has still remained intact throughout all these translations.

The accuracy and insight of the Bible can be seen in many ways.  The Bible’s scientific foreknowledge of facts and processes about the world that we know today is astounding.  Isaiah the prophet tells the shape of the Earth before it was discovered thousands of years later. “It is who sitteth upon the circle of the earth” (Isa. 40:22).  The Hebrew word for “circle” is “khug”, meaning roundness or sphere shaped, and this is the word Isaiah uses to describe the Earth (Reaves).  In Leviticus 17:11-14 Moses told the Israelites that “the life of the flesh is in the blood”.  Due to the ability of the blood cells to carry oxygen, life is made possible.  This was not even known in George Washington’s day when he bled to death because of the letting process.  The idea of the water cycle and how the rivers dump into the oceans was not understood until the seventeenth century, but Solomon wrote, “All the rivers run into the sea, yet the sea is not full; unto the place whither the rivers go, thither they go again” (Eccl. 1:7).  The Bible’s accuracy can be proven though archeology as well.  Until 1947, scholars had only the clay tablets of Babylon and the Egyptian papyri to help them understand background information on the Bible, but with the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls this brought to the world manuscripts of the Old Testament books one thousand years older than any previous in existence (Lightfoot 162).  This finding proved the accuracy of the translation that we have today.  The proofs mentioned above are just a portion of the many ways in which the accuracy of the Bible has been confirmed and reconfirmed.


The Bible is a collection of many books that were written by different authors over a long period of time, yet the writings of each author correspond with the others.  The Bible has survived and withstood the test of time.  Ancient manuscripts like the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Alexandrian, Sinaitic, and the Vatican confirm the textual accuracy of the translations and provide yet another example of the congruous structure of the Bible.  But perhaps the most interesting factor when considering the Bible is its knowledge of things to come.  The Bible predicted and spoke of scientific facts before humans proved them.  Can this be mere coincidence? Is it possible that such a diverse composition of authors could write about the same topic and foretell these truths before they were proven? Or is it possible that there was someone else guiding them as they wrote?  After looking at these facts, it is my belief that the Bible was written by men inspired by God.  In Mark 13:31, Jesus said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away” (Lightfoot 157).
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