Numbers in the Bible
Throughout the Bible numbers are used both to indicate a literal quantity and to represent and idea.  By looking at the use of numerical figures we can determine any symbolic significance these numbers might have.  For example, one cannot read the book of Revelation without seeing the significance of numbers. Some of the numbers used in the Bible include 3, 4, 7, 10, 12, and multiples of these numbers.
3

The number three seems to have special significance from the earliest times.  The number three occurs hundreds of times in Scripture in reference to persons and things both sacred and secular, to time, and to incidents or events.

· In the creation there was God, the Spirit of God, and the Word of God (Gen. 1:3).  This is also known as the Trinity which includes: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

· Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth (Gen. 5:32).

· The three Patriarchs are thought of as Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

· Daniel prayed three times a day (Dan. 6:10).

· Peter denied the Lord three times (John 21: 15-17).

· The sheet which Peter beheld while in a trance, filled with all manner of creatures, was let down from heaven three times (Acts 10:16)

· Jesus endured a threefold temptation (Matt. 4).

· The classic and most important use of three to believers is the resurrection of Jesus on the third day.

Considering its use throughout Scripture, three appears to have been symbolic of a complete and ordered whole.  As all completeness and fullness in the absolute are found in God or the Godhead, it is only natural that some might come to think of it as the divine number, the number of deity. 
4

Four is found often throughout the Scripture, in both the Old and the New Testaments.  Amos is the earliest of the prophets to use the number four in a symbolic sense.  In his prophecies against six heathen nations surrounding Israel and Judah, and against these two latter kingdoms also, he begins each message with, “For three transgressions…yea, for four…” As three indicated completeness, four suggests that the transgressions have gone beyond the fullness of God’s patience. Four refers to the world and worldliness.

· “the four corners of the earth” (Isa. 11:12)

· “the four winds from the four quarters of heaven” (Jer. 49:36)

· Daniel repeatedly saw kingdoms and judgments in series of four.

· The great image of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was interpreted to represent four notable world kingdoms (Dan. 2).

· In Ezekiel you will find the four living creatures (called by him “the cherubim”) having four faces, four wings, four sides and moving on four wheels; that is, they represent the world of God’s creation and providence. 

From its use throughout the Scripture it becomes apparent that “four” is the number symbolic of the world or creation.  Considerations of the passages indicated above justify this conclusion.

7

Without question, seven is the most outstanding number in Revelation.  The number occurs scores of times in the Old Testament, often with symbolic significance.  But it is in the Book of Revelation that it stands out most prominently, occurring twenty times more in this book than in all other books of the New Testament combined.
o In Revelation 1:4 ". . . to the seven churches of Asia. . . That is, to all of the churches of Asia, and to all of the churches of all time. "To the seven churches in Asia." 

o Revelation 3:1: "And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven spirits of God. . . ." That is, the whole spirit of God. 

o Revelation 5:6: "And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts [they represent creation, as we will find later on], and in the midst of the elders [the four and twenty elders representing the saints of the Old and New Testaments], stood a lamb as it bad been slain, having seven horns [fullness and plenitude of power] and seven eyes [he is omniscient]." 

It is worth while to note how the number seven is used in the rest of the New Testament:

· “seven other spirits” (Matt. 12:45)

· “seven loaves” (Matt. 15:36)

· “seven baskets” (Matt. 15:37)

· “seventy times seven” (Matt. 18:22)

· the Sadducees’ hypothetical problem of “seven brothers” who, in succession of age, married the same woman and died

· seven servants to minister at table in the early church (Acts 6:3)

· “seven nations” (Acts 13:19)

· “seven sons” (Acts 19:14)

· “seven days” (Acts 20:6)

From its repeated use in Scripture, we observe that almost beyond question “seven” stand as the numerical symbol of the complete or perfect.  It is correct that three is the symbolic divine number and four the symbolic world or creation number, then a proper combination of these would be perfection, completeness, and fullness.

A quick reference
3- complete and ordered whole

4- earth

7- complete, perfect, fullness

10- endurance

2- strength

12- organized religion

For more information on the symbolism of numbers in the Bible click here
http://www.biblebaptist.org/sermons/rev2.htm

