New Testament & Roman Timeline

Ross Statham – Mountain View church of Christ – July 8, 2001

Note:  The dates given as to authorship of each book of the Bible are the generally accepted date and may vary within a year or two.  We do have firm dates for the emperors, and can place most historical events fairly accurately.   Sources: The Bible; The Twelve Caesars by Suetonius; The Twelve Caesars by Michael Grant (( 1996, Barnes & Noble Books).

	Roman Emperor
	Historical Event
	New Testament Book

	Octavian (Augustus)

(30 BC-14 AD)

Tiberius (14-37)
	John the Baptist (c.3-c35)

Jesus Christ (c.4-37)
	

	Caligula (37-41)
	
	

	Claudius (41-57)
	Conquering of lower England
	James written by James (46-49)

I Corinthians written by Paul

  (from Ephesus c.56)

Romans written by Paul

  (from Greece c.57)

II Corinthians written by Paul

  (from Greece c.57)

	Nero (57-68)
	Paul’s 1st Trial Before Nero (62)

Great Roman Fire (64)

1st Christian Persecution  (64-68)

Execution of Peter (c.66)

Execution of Paul (Fall 67)
	Gospel of Mark written (c.59)

Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon written by Paul (c.60-61)

Gospel of Matthew written (c.62)

Philippians written by Paul (c.62)

Gospel of Luke, Acts written by Luke (c.63)

I Timothy & Titus by Paul (c.63)

I Peter written (early 64)

Hebrews written (64-68 AD)

II Peter written (c.66)

II Timothy written by Paul (67)

	Roman Civil Wars

    Galba (68-69)

    Otho (69)

    Vitellius (69)
	Jewish Revolt (68-70 AD)


	Gospel of John written (60-90)

Jude written (66-80)

	Vespasian  (69-79)
	Destruction of Jerusalem by Titus (70 AD)
	

	Titus (79-81)
	
	

	Domitian (81-96)
	2nd Christian Persecution (92-96)
	I, II & III John written (80-94)

Revelation written (95-96)


As prophesied in the book of Daniel, God had raised up Rome and continued to use Rome and the Roman Emperors for His own purposes—although the Romans (and of course, historians) never saw it that way.

Satan tried unsuccessfully to stop the spread of the Gospel, also using Rome as a tool.  Peter, Paul and most of the apostles died at the hands of Rome, as did other untold millions.  However, God was faithful concerning His promises, just as He has always been.  Jesus had promised these early Christians—and continues to promise us—that if we “Remain faithful until death, I will give you the crown of life.”  (Revelation 2:10)

