A GOOD NAME

J. D. Boyd, Jr. had the following to say about “A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches…” in his book Sound Doctrine Briefs and Radio Sermons.

This refers to one’s reputation and character.  It is better to live a life of purity and honesty, and to thus win the respect and esteem of those who know us than to have riches without character.  It is better to associate with those who have a good name than to have companions of questionable character.  Association with the latter may be the contact that will tarnish our good name.  He who would by persuasion or any sort of inducement endeavor to place a person in a situation that is damaging to reputation is not a friend, and his own name is not without stain.

Young people should learn that they cannot afford to damage a good name for several reasons.  First, a damaged name cannot be repaired, and a lifetime of regret is a heavy price to pay for sinful pleasures that last just “for a season.”  Next, it should be remembered that a reflection is cast upon one’s parents when he utters any word or performs any deed that is not approved by the best people.  A third reason for maintaining upright behavior, if one is a member of the church, is that the questionable conduct casts a reflection upon the church…There are many things of great value that money cannot buy, and a good name is one of them.  It, like the soul, is worth more than all the wealth of the world.  Guard it carefully.

