The Christian’s Attitude Toward Knowledge and Wisdom

Sunday, October 1, 2000

“And ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free“ 
 John 8:22
Knowledge is liberty; ignorance is captivity.  Knowledge allows us to advance, yet is the voice of caution.  It gives us confidence to forge ahead!

What knowledge does a Christian seek?  And what freedoms do we gain with that knowledge? 

Read Hosea 4:1-6.  Of what did Hosea indict the Israelites?  What was the result?  Compare to a Christian’s life today.  

Solomon, the wisest man of all time, left for us some powerful proverbs regarding knowledge and wisdom.  His knowledge is filled with perception – not merely knowing something, but understanding its excellence and truth.

Compare/contrast KNOWLEDGE and WISDOM.   

What does Solomon say is the beginning of wisdom?  (Proverbs 1)  Explain.

From Proverbs 2:10-16, list some of the benefits that come from wisdom’s presence in the heart.

How do FOOLS feel about knowledge?  Proverbs 1:22; and the WISE?  Proverbs 18:15

As a steamer was going up the Mississippi River, a passenger inquired, “Captain, do you know where all the rocks are?”  “No,” he replied, “but I know where the channel is.”  Is it necessary to know where all the pitfalls of life are?  Do we have time to learn them all?  How can we possibly avoid them? 

Can a Christian attain too much knowledge?  Explain your answer.  

Ecclesiastes 7:12.  “But the excellence of _________________ is that ___________________ gives _________________ to those who have it.”

Compare the verse above with Ecclesiastes 1:16-18.  How can the same writer present such contrasting views of knowledge and wisdom?  Does this have something to do with Proverbs 1:7?

Three Examples of Tragic Knowledge

Voltaire, a brilliant literary man of France and an atheist, stated:  “Strike out a few sages, and the crowd of human beings is nothing but a horrible assemblage of unfortunate criminals, and the globe contains nothing but corpses… I wish I had never been born.”

Anatole France, another literary genius (and atheist), said: “If you could read in my soul, you would be terrified… There is not in all the universe a creature more unhappy than I.  People think me happy.  I have never been happy for one day, not for a single hour.”

H. G. Wells, one of the most learned and noted men of modern times and an atheist, said in his autobiography, “I cannot adjust my life to secure any fruitful peace… Here I am at sixty-five still seeking for peace…  That dignified peace…is just a hopeless dream.”

Do you have any similar examples to share with the class?

From what/where might we gain knowledge?  

References:  Isaiah 1:18; Psalm 19:1,2; Job 32:7; II Timothy 4:13; II Timothy 3:16,17.

The Christian’s Attitude Toward Spiritual Immaturity and Growth

Wednesday, October 4, 2000

“When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things”

 I Corinthians 13:11

It is our God given duty to grow up.  Simply put, we must be grown men and women.  One writer stated, “Christianity is too big and great to be defiled by the petty littleness of bantam-sized personalities housed in full-grown bodies.”  It is improper for grown individuals to act like children in any aspect of life – especially with respect to Christianity.  

Once we have been born again, it becomes our daily challenge to rid ourselves of all undesirable traits of immaturity.  From the verses below, identify traits of immaturity that should not be present in the Christian’s character. 

Leviticus 19:16, I Timothy 5:13.

Galatians 5:26.

II Thessalonians 3:10, Philippians 2:12.

I Corinthians 15:58.

Romans 12:18, 14:19.

The Bible clearly speaks toward our spiritual maturity.  Read Romans 12:14-21 and II Thessalonians 1:3.  How does our maturity extend beyond our Christian family?  Is there a pattern for us?

Can you think of some “childish” traits that a Christian should retain?

Isaiah 12:2, Proverbs 3:5-6, Ephesians 4:32, Hebrews 10:17, Colossians 3:13, Matthew 6:12

Is a Christian ever full-grown? Explain.  Philippians 3:13-14, II Corinthians 4:16.

Give some practical suggestions that will aid us in maturing. 

Just as starters -- Isaiah 34:16, Psalm1:2, Psalm 119:99, Psalm 19:14.

The Christian’s Attitude Toward Worry and Anxiety

Sunday, October 8, 2000

“Be anxious in nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God” 


Philippians 4:6 
Christians have more to be happy about than any other people in all the world: they receive the blessing of sunshine and rain as all others do; they enjoy the beautiful earth will all its varying scenic wonders; they gaze into the canopy above them, and like others, wonder what undiscovered treasure lie beyond the limitless sky; but most of all, they possess the happiness of soul that the world can never know.  Like the eunuch of Acts 8, they go on their way rejoicing because they have been washed in the blood of the lamb.  

Any Christian knows, however, that life brings its bitters with its sweets and that the mature child of God must be prepared to stand the tests that come his way.  One thing must be remembered; one’s ATTITUDE toward the unpleasant things in his life will determine his success or failure.    

How does James say to think of our trials and tribulations?  Why? (James 1:2-4)

OVERCOMING WORRY

1. Much faith repels worry, while little faith invites it.  What was Peter’s problem in Matthew 14:28-31?

We need to believe that the God who feeds the birds and clothes the grass of the field will care for us (Matthew 6:25-31).  

OVERHEARD IN AN ORCHARD

Said the robin to the sparrow,

“I should really like to know

Why these anxious humans beings

Rush about and worry so?”

Said the sparrow to the robin,

“Friend, I think that it must be

They have no heavenly Father

Such as cares for you and me.”

-- Elizabeth Cheyney

2. Trust in the Lord keeps our spirits from dropping low.  What example does Jeremiah use regarding one who trusts in the Lord?  Jeremiah 17:7,8.  What happens in times of trial?

An elderly man, after many years of trustfulness, went through his Bible and wrote “proved” by every promise God has given to support man in times of trial and distress.  His experiences had proved that God is true. 

3. Faith in self helps to prevent worry.  It is scriptural to say, “I can,” provided one is linked to the Lord.  Paul was confident in himself.  Why? Philippians 4:13.  

The world is wide

In time and tide,

And God is guide,

Then ---- do not hurry.

That man is blest

Who does his best

And leaves the rest,

Then ---- do not worry.

---- Charles F. Deems

4. Casting our burdens upon the Lord.  Psalm 55:22.  There are many problems that seem to defy solution.  And in time they will crush us, unless we shift their weight to the Lord.  It is the only way we can hold up.  When/How do we shift our burdens?  

Why might Jesus not be the bearer of our burdens?  James 1:6, 4:2

Will Jesus ever ‘cut us off’ from his help?  James 1:5, Deuteronomy 33:25.

5. Counting my blessings.  Psalms 68:19, Colossians 3:15.  Why does this work?

6. Live life one day at a time.  In Matthew 6:34, does Jesus rebuke preparation?  Explain.

7. Don’t Worry, Be Happy!  Look at the good in life, self, family, and others. Replace the long face and bad expectations with a smile and good anticipations.  

Keep your face with sunshine lit,

Laugh a little bit!

Gloomy shadows oft will flit, 

If you have the wit and grit

Just to laugh a little bit!

----- J. B. Cook. 

True of False?   Worry is an inside job.  Explain.

Someone has said that a Christian is like tea; 

His real strength comes out when he is in hot water!

Self Examination

1. Do I allow small, insignificant things to upset me and make me difficult?

2. Do I worry about trivial things and things that are not really likely to happen?

3. Do I often ask God to help me bear my load?

4. Am I easily discouraged or disheartened?

5. Do I try to see God’s hand in the events of my life?

6. Do I study the word of God when I have a problem?

7. Am I quick to forgive, not letting any ill will linger to mar my happiness?

8. Am I strong enough to face things as they are and to deal with the inevitable?

9. Do I stick to my course once I have determined it?

10. Can I say, “Thy will be done,” even in times of sorrow, death in the family and disappointment?

I know not the future, but I know the God who is in it!
The Christian’s Attitude Toward Peace and Happiness

Wednesday, October 11, 2000

“… I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content” 

 Philippians 4:11

“…and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds through Jesus Christ”   





Philippians 4:7

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God”

Matthew 5: 9
Let us begin by investigating the meaning of the word peace.  Those who know the original language tell us that the Greek work is eirene, and in Hebrew, the word is shalom.  The word salaam (which is the same word as shalom) is still in use in the East today.  This word is not a negative word.  It never means only the absence of trouble; it means the presence of all good things.  In Hebrew peace always means everything that makes for a man’s highest good.  In the Bible, peace means not only freedom from trouble; it means enjoyment of all good.

My Peace I Give Unto You

What/who is the source of the Christian’s peace?  

John 14:27,John 14:27, Galatians 5:22

How do we access peace?

Christ, Our Peace

William James once said, “A man has as many different selves as there are distinct groups of persons about whose opinion he cares.”  

And Henry Ward Beecher adds, “The strength and happiness of man consists in finding our the way in which God is going, and going in that way too.”

Apply these thoughts to a Christian’s life and his source of peace and happiness.

 “What happiness is, the Bible alone shows clearly and certainly, and points out the way that leads to the attainment of it.  – ‘In Cicero and Plato, and other writers,’ says Augustine, ‘I meet with many things acutely said, and things that excite a certain warmth of emotions, but in none of them do I find these words, “ Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest”’” --- Samuel Taylor Coleridge

A Good Conscience

Review the story of Joseph, how his brothers sold him into slavery and met with him again after many years.

“Then they said to one another, “We are truly _________________________ concerning our brother, for we saw the ___________________ of his soul, when he pleaded with us and we would not hear; therefore this ____________________ has come upon us.  And Reuben answered them, saying, “Did I not speak to you, saying, ‘ do not sin against the boy; and you would not listen?”  Therefore behold, his ________________ is now required of us.”   Genesis 42:21-22

“And when Joseph’s brethren saw that their father was dead, they said, Perhaps Joseph will hate us, and may actually _____________________ us for all the evil which we did to him”

Forgetting the Past

“The load of tomorrow, added to that of yesterday, carried today, makes the strongest falter.  We must learn to shut out the future as tightly as the past.”  
       Sir William Osler

How did Paul consider the past?  Philippians 3:13-14.  Do you think he refers to just the ‘bad things’?

Fulfilling Responsibilities

John 13:17, “If you know these things, happy are yea if ___________________________.”

What did the eunuch do when learning of his duty?  What was his reaction?  Acts 8:34-39.

What does James say regarding failing to do what we know is good? How is this related to our peace and happiness?  James 4:17.

Something to Believe In,  Something to Do

Read the following passages and comment on how having something to believe in and something to stand up for makes for happiness.

Acts 26:2, I Peter 3:15, Acts 5:4, Acts 16:25

Some of life’s unhappiest people are those who have nothing to live for and nothing to die for.  

Take a lesson from nature.  The river flows; the tree grows; the flower blooms; the bee builds his honeycomb; the bird constructs her nest, then feeds the young; the tiny ant carries a load twice it’s size; and even the sloth keeps busy enough to stay alive.  

The Peacemaker

The story is told of two deacons in the church who quarreled over a fence line.  They become so strongly estranged that they stopped speaking to each another.  Finally, Jim took his Bible in his hand and went to John and said, “John, you read, and I’ll pray.  We must be friends.”  John said, “I can’t read; I haven’t got my glasses.”  And Jim said, “Here take mine.”  After the two men had read the Bible together and had prayed together, they arose and embraced one another.  “Jim,” said John, “that old fence line looks different through your glasses.”  

Give some specific examples of how a Christian can be a peacemaker.

James 3:2, Romans 12:20, Romans 12:14.

My Happiness

To know the joy of serving others,

Whether strangers, friends or brothers;

To look at all without suspicion,

To look at sins with full remission;

To see the good in every man,

And make him better if I can;

To feel the joys of glowing love,

And hear its echoes from above;

To drink in the beauties of God’s green earth,

To look at man and know his worth;

To slow the rate of life’s brisk pace,

To catch the smile on a sweet child’s face;

To view each man with unjaundiced eye,

To wish him well when he must die;

To count as naught the injuries given

By those who have no hope of Heaven;

To know the touch of an unseen hand, 

To bow myself to His command;

To be prepared when life’s sun sets,

To face my maker without regrets:

To envision with rapture the eternal skies,

And run with patience to win the prize;

To live a life of righteousness ----

THIS TO ME IS HAPPINESS.



------ Willard Conchin

“Most folks are about as happy as they make up their mind to be”      

Abraham Lincoln

The Christian’s Attitude Toward Time

Sunday, October 15, 2000

“Redeeming the time, because the days are evil” 


Ephesians 5:16 
Psalms 90:12 and 39:4 speak of numbering our days.  Moses in Psalm 90:10 indicates our average life span to be 70 years (threescore and ten).  Using this average, calculate how many days you have left.  Why did the Psalmist wish to number his day?

THE BREVITY OF TIME

Read the following passages.  List the metaphors given of our time/days.  Choose one example and explain it further. Job 9:25-26; 7:6-7; 14:1-2; Psalm 39:5; 90:10

How many chances do we get at ‘life’? Hebrews 9:27

Our days are numbered; our time is relatively short.  We must determine what to do with our time.  We can waste time or we can ‘redeem ‘ time (Ephesians 5:16).  What ways of wasting time are found in these passages?

Matt. 20:6; Proverbs 19:15; 23:21b; I Tim. 5:13; Hebrews 6:12; Romans 12:11; 2 Thess. 3:10

Acts 24:24-27; Proverbs 27:1; Hebrews 3:7-13; 

Proverbs 20:13

Matthew 6:25-34; Philippians 4:6-7

Romans 12:19

“Spend your time in nothing which you know must be repented of; in nothing on which you might not pray the blessing of God; in nothing which you could not review with a quiet conscience on your dying bed; in nothing which you might not safely and properly be found doing if death should surprise you in the act.”  (Baxter in Leaves of Gold)

Instead of wasting time, we should redeem it.  We should us it wisely.  Colossians 4:5 tells us to “Conduct ourselves with wisdom…making the most of the opportunity”

Complete this sentence (Note: there is no need for brevity).  Use the following passages for reference as you develop your own answer.  Hebrews 9:27; I Peter 4:3, James 4:14; Matt. 25:14-30; Mark 13:32; 1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Peter 3:10

We should refrain from wasting time because _______

What are some ways we can redeem time and use it wisely?

2 Timothy 2:15

Galatians 6:10

1 Timothy 5:8

1 Thessalonians 5:17

2 Corinthians 13:5

Luke 15:1-7

Ephesians 6:4; Proverbs 22:6

“I DON’T HAVE TIME”  

If the doctor told us to stay in bed one hour a day or we would die in three months, do you suppose we could find time to do it?  If we were told that unless we exercised our eyes thirty minutes by reading twice a day or we would go blind, would we find the time?  The, what about spiritual matters?  What are we instructed in Matthew 6:33?

Will a man rob God?  Someone has said that in the average life of 70 years the time would be used somewhat as follows: 3 years would be spend in education, 8 years in amusements, 6 years at the dinner table, 5 years in transportation, 4 years in conversation, 14 years in work, 3 years in reading, 24 years in sleeping and 3 years in convalescence.  But, how much time does man give to God?  If he went to a 45-minute service every Sunday, and prayed for five minutes every morning and evening, he would be giving FIVE MONTHS to God ---- five months out of 70 years.

TOMORROW

Tomorrow is the fool’s day?  Why did Jesus call the man in Luke 12:16-21 a fool?  What did he do that was foolish?

Make haste nor wait the coming hours:

He who is unready today will be more so tomorrow.

---------------- Ovid

1. What about the letter I was going to write to _____________?   Now it’s been so long, I’m ashamed to write.

2. And what about the Thank You note I was going to write to _____________.  She has been so thoughtful of me.  Has it really been six months?

3. What ever happened to that day I was going to begin reading the Bible everyday?

4. And what about that tomorrow I was going to visit grandmother?  She will not be with us long.

There are many more we can add to this list.  And let’s do just that.  Add your own “problem of tomorrow” to this list and determine exactly when you’ll complete it. 

Time Past

Phillipians 3:13

Time Future

James 4:14

Time Present

Matthew 6:33-34; John 9:4

“You cannot kill time without injuring eternity”   --  Henry David Thoreau

He was going to be all that a mortal should be Tomorrow.

No one would be better than he Tomorrow.

Each morning he stacked up the letters he’d write Tomorrow.

It was too bad indeed he was too busy to see Bill, but he promised to do it Tomorrow.

The greatest of workers this man would have been Tomorrow.

The world would have known him had he ever seen Tomorrow.

But the fact is he died and faded from view, and all that was left when living was through

Was a mountain of things he intended to do Tomorrow.

Benjamin Franklin once said, “Dost thou love life?, then do not 

squander time, for that is the stuff life is made of.”

The Christian’s Attitude Toward Prayer

Wednesday, October 19, 2000

“You have not, because you ask not” 

 

James 4:2

“…casting all your cares upon him, for He cares for you”

I Peter 5:7

At the outset of this lesson, please understand that we cannot possibly discuss prayer in its entirety.  We will address prayer as the title suggests – our attitude toward prayer.

What is Prayer?  

It is not

1. An Aladdin’s lamp

2. A fire escape, storm cellar, or emergency exit

3. Merely a duty

4. Unexpressed desire

5. A wish

6. A debate with God (to persuade)

7. A sermon

8. A substitute for obedience

Meditate on the list above and be ready to discuss in class.

It is

From the following passages, answer the question “What is Prayer” with a positive view.

Romans 10:1; Luke 18:13

I John 3:22; John 14:13; I Samuel 1:13

Add other passages/answers you feel answer this question.

One author’s thoughts defining prayer.

Prayer is Spiritual Combat

It is the battleground upon which man must conquer his own will and surrender himself completely and unreservedly to the master of men.  It has been said that Jesus won His victory, not on Calvary where He suffered for the race, not on that first day of the week when He rose from the grave, but in Gethsemane’s garden, where He was able to pray.



“ O My Father…. not as I will, but as thou will?  
Matthew 26:39-41



Comment on the preparation of our hearts for prayer and the battle won in being ready to pray.  

When should one Pray?

Read and Answer.

I Thessalonians 5:17; Colossians 4:2; Romans 12:12; Luke 18:1-4

What is the practical application to your answer above?  (Note: Luke 11:1)

God Really Answers Prayers

Some have said that God answers prayers in five different ways.  Determine these ways from the verses presented.

James 5:17

Matthew 26:39,42,44; Hebrews 5:7

Jeremiah 42:4,7

II Corinthians 12:7-9

I Kings 3:11-13; Ephesians 3:20

Hindrances to Acceptable Prayer

“Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honor unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.”

What hindrances are found in these passages?

Psalm 66:18; Isaiah 59:1-2

Proverbs 28:9

James 4:3

Ezekiel 14:1-5

I Peter 3:7

Matthew 6:14-15

Proverbs 21:13

James 1:5-8

Thought Question

If an individual prays to God in a period of deep affliction, and God in His infinite will does not answer in the affirmative, if the individual then denies the existence of God, did he really pray in the first place?

The Christian’s Attitude Toward Self

Sunday, October 22, 2000

“As in water face reflects face, so a man’s heart reveals the man”

Proverbs 27:19

 “But by the grace of God, I am what I am, and His grace was not in vain” 
      I Cor. 15:10

Self Discovery

You cannot make the most of yourself unless you are yourself.  In your opinion, why is an accurate understanding of you necessary prior to bettering yourself?

Read the story of the prodigal son – Luke 15:11-24.  What does verse 17 say happened before his circumstances improved? 

Sometimes it takes harsh circumstances to make us realize who we are.  Remember Nathan’s visit to David.  Read II Samuel 12:1-13.  How strong was David’s realization?

And Judas?  Matthew 27:3-5

Others never recognize themselves as who they are.  Describe the church at Laodicea – Revelation 3:14-17.  How did they see themselves?  How did Christ describe them?

Contrast the two individuals in Luke 18:10-14.  Which one had the more accurate view of himself?

We can sincerely believe in ourselves – our strength, courage, and devotion to God -- only to be rudely awakened in circumstances of trial.  Recall the denial of Christ by Peter?  Matthew 26:33-35, 69-75.  How sure of himself was Peter?  What was Peter’s reaction after all was over?  Was Peter warned?

When we think we are too strong to fall, we may drop our guard and prove ourselves too weak to stand.  What does the Bible say in I Corinthians 10:12?

The Bible also says, “ The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?”  Jeremiah 17:9.   Who does know our hearts?  Does He know them better than we do?  Jeremiah 17:10

One author says about the heart, “One of its deceits is to hide its own deceit and thus prevent a man from discovering himself”. 

So, if perhaps we are weaker than we realize and our hearts are deceitful, hiding our true selves from us, how can we feel good about who we are?  

What about this thought? --- We can only feel good about ourselves if indeed we are good.   How can we know if we are good?   Matthew 7:16-20; Matthew 12:33-37;Luke 6:43-45; James 3:11-12; Galatians 6:4-5

What should we not use to judge ourselves?  I Corinthians 10:12; Matthew 7:3-5; Galatians 6:3

Conclusion (by Leroy Brownlow)

1. I should diligently and conscientiously strive to discover myself; because, whether I really see myself or not, I tell on myself.  I show my faith (and myself too) by my works  (James 2:18).

2. Furthermore, I should be honest with myself and try to see myself as I am; because what I am and what I sow will be my destiny.  “Be not deceived; God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap”; sow to the flesh, reap corruption; so to the Spirit, reap life everlasting  (Galatians 6:7-8).

3. The time for self-examination is very short.  We may masquerade today with a mask; but death will soon strip us, and we must stand before the great Judge after death has discovered us in all our nakedness.  So the wise thing is for us to discover ourselves now while time favors us with opportunities to make improvement.

“You and your past --- whatever it was --- you made it; you and your present --- whatever it is --- you are making it; you and your future --- whatever it will be --- you will make it”  

The Christian’s Attitude Toward Self-Control

Wednesday, October 25, 2000

“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth”

Matthew 5:5

“My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent” 


Proverbs 1:10

All too often we hear someone say, “I really blew my top!”  And all too often the person who makes the statement seems to be commending himself as thought he had just added another rung to the ladder of progress.  However, let us remember that it takes absolutely no art or talent to blow one’s top.  On the contrary, it indicates a lack of culture, a lack of discipline, and a lack of concern; furthermore, it indicates that if the “top” were not so light it would not blow off so easily, and that beneath that top there must be entirely too much “steam”.

What is the first example of lack of self-control found in the Bible?  What were the repercussions?

The problem of self-control is as old as man, and so far as the world is concerned, the problem goes relatively unsolved.  The people of God, however, are to be different from the world.  Therefore, their self-disciplines should be more evident.  The law of God requires that His people develop and maintain self-control.   Read II Peter 1:5-7.  What does Peter instruct us to add to our knowledge?  

What kind of ‘company’ does self-control have in this passage?

It has been said there are three vital “areas” of our lives: our thoughts, our words, and our deeds.  Our challenge as Christians is to guard these areas – to remain in control at all times.  If we are to control these, we will have to know ourselves well.  And we must remain alert and sensitive to our surroundings.  For it is our environment which sometimes weakens our resistance and strengthens our desires.  

Let’s review some Biblical examples relative to self-control.

1. When Potiphar’s wife desired to lie with Joseph, what were his thoughts?  What were his actions?  Genesis 39:7-12

2. How did Jesus demonstrate self-control in Luke 4:1-11?  Was ‘desire’ present?  What ‘tool’ did Jesus use? What is the application to our lives? 

3. When Saul was sent against the Amalekites, what was his charge?  What did he do?  Was this a lack of self-control?  What was his excuse?  What were the consequences? I Samuel 15:1-26.

4. In II Samuel 11:1 – 12:14, what battle of self-control does David loose?  

5. What does David say he had done in 12:13?  Psalm 51:3-4

6. What were the consequences?

7. According to 11:1, where should David have been and what should he have been doing?  What is the warning for us?  

8. What is the connection between idleness and self-control?  

Denying Self

9. What is the first thing required by Jesus of His followers?  Mark 8:34

10. What did the first disciples do in Mark 5:11?  

11. What is the first great commandment?  Matthew 22:37

12. What is the second great commandment?  vs. 38

13. Where am “I” in these commandments?

14. Living to please ‘self’ is living a life of vanity.  What did Paul do to ensure his life’s work was not in vain?  Philippians 2:16

How to Break a Bad Habit (by Wendell Winkler)

1. Cultivate an intense desire to quit and an abhorrence of the practice.  Socrates told a young man, whose head he had held under water, that when he wanted knowledge as badly as he wanted air when his head was under the water he would become a learned man.  Yes, there must be an intense desire to break the habit.  Then, there must be an abhorrence of the practice.  (Hebrews 1:9; Amos 5:15; Romans 12:9; Psalms 119:63).  Men utterly abhor rattlesnakes.  Therefore, they do not harbor such in their houses.  Coming to hate a given practice will cause us to avoid it.

2. Implore the aid of God.  We can do all things through Christ.  (Philippians 4:13).

3. Desire and accept the assistance of interested brethren.  (Romans 15:1).

4. Then, quit it and stick to it.  Avoid being like Mark Twain quitting the tobacco habit.  He said, “I know a man can quit the tobacco habit; for, I have quit it a thousand times.”  

How about the little word, “NO”?  How powerful can it be?

What is our reward for mastering self-control and overcoming temptations?  James 1:12.

“Self-control is not the answer, God-control is”  --- Montie McGinty Foster

Sow a thought and reap an act.  

Sow an act and reap a habit.   

Sow a habit and reap a character.  

Sow a character and reap a life.  

Sow a life and reap a destiny.

The Christian’s Attitude Toward Love

Sunday, October 29, 2000

“Love never fails.”

     I Corinthians 13:8

“For God so loved the world… ” 
           
John 3:16

“Forbearing one another in love”

Ephesians 4:2

A beggar at a street corner, with bony hands and pallid lips, asked alms.  The passerby searched his pockets and found that he was without money.  Then he took the beggar’s hand in his and said, “I’m sorry, my brother, but I have nothing with me.”  The worn face lighted up, and the beggar said, “ But you called me brother --- that is a great gift.”  That is what mankind needs most of all – a love that extends the heart to another and calls him brother.  

Define LOVE in ten words or less.  Be thorough and complete.

1. LOVE is essential to Christianity

What did Jesus say regarding love when answering the ‘testing’ lawyer’s question found in Matthew 22:36?  Read this passage and meditate on it – seeking a true understanding of Christ’s message.  

Can any law of God be fulfilled without love? Explain.

2. Our LOVE touches all those around us.  Toward whom is our love directed in the following passages?  

I John 4:19; 

Matthew 22:39; 

I Peter 2:17; 

I John 5:2;

Matthew 5:44.

Who, if anyone, is left out?  

There is a trail of love from heaven to the lost sinner and that trail passes through us.  It is our responsibility to maintain that open avenue – to allow God’s love to pass through us into the hearts of those around us who have never known God’s love.  

Follow this trail of love, think on these things, and be prepared to discuss in class.

“For God is love” – I John 4:8

“In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him” – I John 4:9

“Greater love has no one than to lay down one’s life for his friends” – John 15:13

“By this we know love, because He lay down his life for us”  -- I John 3:16

“If we love on another, God abides in us, and his love has been perfected in us” – I John 4:12

“Love has been perfected among us…because as He is, so are we in this world”  -- I John 4:17

Can you add any passages to this chain?  Please share them with the class.

3. LOVE has no substitutes.

Without love, Paul indicates we are nothing and will profit nothing.  For love, there are no substitutes.  Read I Corinthians 13.  From verses 1-3, list those things that will not by themselves substitute for love. 

 Beneficial Powers of LOVE.

4. Love is the quality that makes us more like God.  “For God is love.”  This being true, then “He that loveth not, ____________________”  I John 4:8

5. Live is reciprocal.  A little girl was asked how it is that everybody loves her.  “I don’t know,” she said, “unless it is because I love everybody.”  She was probably exactly right!   How does love beget love?  I John 4:19

6. Love is understanding.  Read Proverbs 10:12, I Peter 4:8 and Ephesians 4:2.  What do these passages teach regarding love?

7. Love makes us joyful.   Where does love abide?  Some think love can be found in the realm of things, but love is truly found in the realm of the heart – and it is there that the sweetest joys are found in loving and being loved.  It is man’s nature to love, for he was created in the image of God, who is love.  Can a hating person be happy?   Explain.   

8. Love is active.  Read Matthew 5:43-44.  Jesus directs us to love our enemies, and then proceeds to tell us how to love them.  What does he say to do?  Explain how love is more than mere feelings.

There is no time for hate, O wasteful friend,

Put hate away until the ages end.

Have you an ancient wound?  Forget the wrong –

Change the bitter to sweet; make life a song!





--- Adapted, Edwin Markham

The finality of this lesson (regarding our attitude toward love) I believe is found in I John 4:11.

“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another”

The Christian’s Attitude Toward Mercy and Forgiveness

Wednesday, November 1, 2000

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy” 

 Matthew 5:5

“Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful” 


Luke 6:36

It happened in a little church, in a little town.  Toward the conclusion of the service, a trembling woman came forward and sat on the front pew asking forgiveness.  She had been an absentee for several years.  The woman who sat directly behind her, shocked, grew pale and nervous.  Several in the audience seemed bewildered and wondered if trouble would start all over again; for there had been trouble, lots of it, tragic and heart-breaking – two murders, court trials with opposing families, and one death in the electric chair.

The responding woman was the mother of the murderer.  The woman behind her… it was her husband and son whose blood had been shed.   What will her reaction be?  Will her mercy go unstrained?  Will her forgiveness be big enough to welcome the mother of the man who widowed her and left her bereft of both husband and son?  It was!  She went to her, clasped her hand, and said, “I’m glad you have come back to be with us in the church.”  She later commented, “I feel better than I have felt in years.  Now I feel free.”

In the most recent lesson regarding LOVE, we recognized that love is active --- love is more than a feeling, it spurs us on to demonstrate our love for others.  One strong demonstration of our love is offering forgiveness.

1. Define Forgiveness.

2. Define Mercy.

3. Compare the definitions.  Are they similar?  How are they related?

Inside the Skin of Another Person

The Greek word for merciful goes back to the Hebrew and the Aramaic.  The Hebrew word, which is translated into English as merciful for lack of a more accurate word, really cannot be accurately translated directly into English.  There is no one word in the English language that expresses the full idea of the Hebrew word, which means, literally, “the ability to get right inside the other person’s skin until we can see with his eyes, think with his mind, and feel with his feelings.”

4. A French proverb says, “To know all is to forgive all.”   How can we ever know all until we make the deliberate effort to get inside the other person’s mind and heart? 

5. William Barclay says, “In Jesus Christ, in the most literal sense, God got inside the skin of men”.  Do you agree?   Explain.

Read the story in Matthew 18:23-35.  

6. How much did the servant owe his lord?  How much was he owed?

7. What was his lord’s attitude / actions toward the servant?

8. What was the servant’s attitude / actions toward his fellow servant?

9. After hearing of the servants’ actions, how did the lord feel?  What were his actions?

10. What is the lesson for us?  v.35 Explain.

A Savior Who Gives

When Jesus teaches us that the merciful shall obtain mercy, it does not mean that the Lord is hiring us to be merciful.  He is not saying that when we show an ounce of mercy, an ounce will be weighed out to us in return.  Someone has said it this way, “Christ is not a merchant who sells; He is a Savior who gives.”

A merciful man receives mercy because he is capable of receiving it.  If we show no mercy, we do not have the capacity to receive mercy.  An unforgiving person makes the receiving of mercy an impossibility.  This is true because when God forgives, He creates within the forgiven person a new heart of love.  But God cannot place that heart of love in the bosom of one who clings to the old heart of hate and unforgiveness.  When we refuse to show mercy, then we automatically close the door of mercy on ourselves.

The German poet Heinrich Heine wrote about an unmerciful man:

My wishes are an humble dwelling with a thatched roof, a good bed, good food, flowers at my window, and some fine tall trees before my door.  And if the good God wants to make me completely happy, he will grant me the joy of seeing six or seven of my enemies hanging from those trees.

11. What is the connection between forgiving and forgetting?  How important is forgetting?

No Room for Mercy

During colonial days, Governor Oglethorpe of the Georgia colony become extremely angry when it was learned that one of his servants had broken open and drunk several bottles of the governor’s rare wines.  John Wesley interceded for the frightened servant, and tried to reason with the enraged governor.  When Wesley mentioned forgiveness, Oglethorpe shouted, “Sir, I never forgive!”  Calmly, Wesley replied, “Then sir, I hope you never offend.”  

12. Will God forgive me, if I hold hurt in my heart toward someone else?  Could one circumstance of ill will in my life cause me to lose my soul?  Matthew 6:12, 14-15; James 2:13.

13. What are some reasons why do we not show mercy and forgive others?

14. Thought Question: In what areas of human life is mercy and forgiveness most needed?

The Christian’s Attitude Toward Hope

Sunday, November 5, 2000

“Hope deferred maketh the heart sick, but when the desire cometh, 

it is a tree of life” 



       Proverbs 13:12

In the Tate Gallery in London is Frederic Watt’s famous painting, Hope.  There is a delicate, lovely woman seated upon a globe.  Her head is bowed and her eyes are blindfolded, as if stricken and dejected.  She hold in her hand a harp with only one string, which is stretched to the snapping point – all others have already broken.  And her hand touches that one string – hope – and, with head bent toward it to catch the melody, she plays music, sweet soulful and satisfying.  

1. What is hope?  

2. Who has hope?  Who does not?  Probersbs 10:28, Job 8:13.

3. How are faith and hope related?  Different?  Use scripture for your answer.

4. Hope is obtained in various ways.  From the following passages, draw conclusions as to the origin or reason of hope.

Ecclesiastes 9:4.  Explain the contrast in this verse.  How long is there hope?

Psalm 38:15; 39:7

Romans 15:4.  What is the connection between perseverance and hope?

Romans 5:3-4.  Once again we see a connection with perseverance.  But, this passage lists an intermediate step.  What is that ‘step’?  Explain how it links perseverance with hope.

Colossians 1:27

Titus 3:4-7.

I Corinthians 15:12-19.  Is Paul saying that a ‘hope in Christ’ is pitiable?  Explain.

HOPE as an Anchor

5. The Hebrew writer in 6:19 says, “This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast…”   What hope is he speaking of?  Read 6:13-20.  

There is so much imagery in describing our hope as an anchor.  Give some time to meditation regarding this, and evaluate your soul’s anchor.  Remember the song?

Hope as a Motivator

Sophocles stated:  “It is hope which maintains most of mankind” and Martin Luther philosophized, “Everything that is done in the world is done by hope.”    

6. Read I Corinthians 9:7-10.    What causes the farmer to plow?  How are we to work?  Should we expect to receive from our work?  

"If we were logical, the future would be bleak, indeed. 
But we are more than logical. We are human beings, 
and we have faith, 
and we have hope, 
and we can work." 
-- Jacques Cousteau

"Having the world's best idea 
will do you no good unless you act on it. 
People who want milk 
shouldn't sit on a stool in the middle of a field 
in hopes that a cow will back up to them." 
-- Curtis Grant

7. How do we run the race of life?  I Corinthians 9:24-26.  What is the association with hope?

Hope is a Sustainer

8. To what does Paul compare the weakness of our humanity in 2 Corinthians 4:7-12?  

“To the person of hope, difficulties are only opportunities for him to show his power.”

9. Continuing in 2 Corinthians 4, Paul says in verse 16, “Therefore we do not lose heart” and in 5:6,8 that “we are confident”.  Why can we be confident when we know our physical bodies will decay and pass away?    

10. Christians are always in danger of not continuing to trust fully in the hope they have in Christ.  Hebrews 6:11 encourages the Christian to be diligent to keep the ‘full assurance of hope until the end”.    What does deferred hope do to man?

“Don’t lose hope, when it gets darkest, the stars come out.”

The Christian’s Attitude Toward Courage

Wednesday, November 8, 2000

“For God has not given us the spirit of fear; but of love, and of a sound mind”  II Timothy 1:7

Only the valiant can make the most out of life.  Sydney Smith said, “A great deal of talent is lost to the world for the want of a little courage.”  Fear of failure is the father of failure.  The main battlefield for today’s Christian is in the heart and the chief enemy is fear.

I find no foeman in the road but Fear;

To doubt is failure and to dare success.

---- Frederic Lawrence Knowles

“Fear makes the wolf bigger than he is” 


German Proverb

KINDS OF COURAGE

What kind of courage (or lack of courage) is found in the following passages?  Are we to have the same type of courage demonstrated?  

1. Matthew 26:50-52.

2. Matthew 26:69-75.

3. Matthew 25:24-25.  What causes a great deal of talent to be lost in the world?

4. Nehemiah 4:1-3, 6.

5. Ecclesiastes 3:7.  When false accusations were levied against Jesus, how did he respond?  Why did he respond this way?

6. Esther 4:15-16.

DEVELOPING COURAGE

7. What does the Psalmist say about the courage of those who were without God?  Psalms 53:5.

8. Read Leviticus 26:36-37.  Describe the hearts of those without God.

9. How powerful are our imaginations in causing us to be fearful?

“Thus conscience doth make cowards of us all”    

--- Shakespeare

10.   How can our conscience make us a coward?  Reference Proverbs 28:1.

SAFEGUARDS FROM FEAR

Of course, as Christians we find our courage in our God – trust in God is a safeguard from fear.

11.   What is said in Psalm 112:7-8 about the man whose “hear t is steadfast, trusting in the Lord”?  

12.   What do we need to do to be “secure, without fear of evil”?  Proverbs 1:33

13.   Psalm 23 describes or represents our intimate relationship with God.  At what time/place does David say, “he would fear no evil”?  Why not?

14. What was Moses encouragement to Joshua in Deuteronomy 31:7-8.  Is this encouragement for us also?  Explain.

CONCLUSION

“Be sure you are right and then stand.  At first you will be denounced, then you will be deified.  At first you will be rejected, then you will be accepted.  First men will swear at you, then if you wear well, they will swear by you.  First the sneer and then the cheer.  First the lash, then the laurel.  First the curse, then the caress.  First the trial, then the triumph.  First the cross, then the crown.  For every scar upon thy brow thou shalt have a star in thy diadem.  Stand somewhere and let humanity know where you stand.  Stand for something and let humanity know what you stand for.  Be sure you are right and then STAND!  -- Gordon

Do you fear the force of the wind,

The slash of the rain?

Go face them and fight them,

Be savage again.

Go hungry and cold like the wolf,

Go wade like the crane:

The palms of your hands will thicken,

The skin of your cheek will tan,

You’ll grow ragged and weary and swarthy,

But you’ll walk like a man!

                        ----- Hamlin Garlin

The Christian’s Attitude Toward Man

Sunday, November 12, 2000

“Redeeming the time, because the days are evil” 


Ephesians 5:16 
In Job 7:17, Job asks a very thoughtful question, “What is man?”   It is a question considered by every pondering person.  It is with this question that we begin our lesson.  Man is “different things” to different people.  To the evolutionist, man is the product of some lower form of life.  To many schools of religionists, man is by nature a child of Satan --- “positively inclined to evil; and therefore under just condemnation to eternal ruin, without defense or excuse” --- Baptist Church Manual, J. M. Pendleton. (p. 46).  To sectarians in general, man is a law unto himself whereby he makes a thing right by thinking it is right – making man a god unto himself.

From one viewpoint, man is very insignificant.  In size, he does not compare favorably with the whale.  In age, he cannot compete with the California redwoods.  In physical strength, he is no match for the elephant.  

1. After considering God’s great handiwork, the heavens, the moon and the stars, what does David ask about man in Psalm 8:3-4?

Man was made a dual being.  From the passages below identify the duality of man.

2. Genesis 2:7a, 3:19, 23; Psalm 103:14; Ecclesiastes 12:7.

3. Genesis 2:7b; Genesis 35:18; II Corinthians 5:1.

In a world filled with living beings, man is the only one created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26, 27; 2:7).  

How is man created in the image of God?  

4. John 4:24, Luke 24:39.  

5. Matthew 9:4; Mark 2:8; Matthew 13:15; Romans 10:10.

The bee made honey as good a thousand years ago.  Centuries have passed, but the monkey has not improved his standard of living.  Man alone can improve his conditions in life.

Man was endowed with an attribute call emotion with which he despises (II Samuel 6:16), desires (Romans 10:1), loves (Matthew 22:37), and trusts (Proverbs 3:5).

Identify another quality given to man from the passages referenced.

6. I Corinthians 7:37; Hebrews 4:12; Acts 11:23; Romans 6:17.

7. Man was also given another faculty with either condemns or condemns not.  What is it?  I John 3:20-21.

8. How does David describe God’s creation in Psalm 129:14?

The Christian’s Attitude Toward Good and Bad Choices 

Wednesday, November 15, 2000

“But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil”


Hebrews 5:14

DISCERNMENT

In this lesson, we’ll spend time discussing the problem of discerning and choosing between good and evil.  And while this may seem like an elementary topic for us, we are never invincible to the snares set by Satan.

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devils walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour”





I Peter 5:8

Make no mistake about the devil’s intentions.  No matter how attractive his temptation, his purpose is to devour a person spiritually, emotionally and physically.

1. What does DISCERN mean?  Does it have any connection between what is pleasant or unpleasant?  

2. Can a way that seems right be wrong?  Use scripture.

3. Refer to the passage listed at the beginning of the lesson (Hebrews 5:14).    It says that full-grown Christians “by reason of use” are able to practice discernment.  Explain “by reason of use”.

4. Does aging affect our discernment?  Yes/No?  For Better/For Worse?  Job 32:9.

To many, nearly all moral practices are good and almost all religious teachings are right.  To them, the right and wrong of an act or teaching is not in the deed or precept but rather in the mind of the participant or instructor, and thus what may be right for one may be wrong for another person. 

5. If this were true, could any man ever choose evil provided he thought he was choosing good?  Proverbs 14:12.

Some ways are good and some are bad; and the bad way has its penalty in spite of how inviting it first seems to the traveler.  Switching and perverting the road signs will not make a bad road good or a good road bad, but it will bring hard times to the forger.

6. What does Isaiah (5:20) say about those who have become morally insensitive and perverted to the point of believing sin is good and goodness is bad?  Can one really become this perverted?

7. Is truth fact or abstract?  Clearly truth is fact and we must change our minds, our conscience to clearly know the difference.  What are the “goods” and “evils” spoken of in these passages?

Psalm 37:23; Psalm 140:1

Matthew 5:16; James 3:16

I Kings 12:7; Ephesians 4:31

Proverbs 2:9; Jeremiah 23:10

Proverbs 20:18; Isaiah 7:5

Proverbs 22:1; Deuteronomy 22:19

Matthew 7:17; Matthew 7:18

Luke 8:15; Hebrews 10:22

I Corinthians 15:33; I Samuel 2:23

Philippians 4:8; II Corinthians 6:8

BIBLICAL FAILURES IN DISCERNMENT.

Read I Kings 13:1-25.  This is the story of a young prophet deceived.  It is full of many good lessons.   Answer the following questions from this text.

8. Was the prophet a good man?

9. Was he courageous?

10. Was he taken in by flattery?

11. Did he do good things?  

12. Did he make many mistakes?

13. What was his failure?


14. Luke 12:16-21.  Jesus tells the parable of a rich man.  This man was smart enough to make money, but was not smart enough to discern material and spiritual values.    What did the man fail to understand?

15. Martha.  Luke 10:38-42.  “…Mary has chosen that good part…” How did Mary choose well and what did Martha fail to realize?

16. The Pharisees in Matthew 23:23-25.  Of what three things did Jesus indict the Pharisees?  Did they lack proper discernment?

ENABLING WISE DISCERNMENT

The following passages and questions help us to understand how to become ‘wise discerners’.  

17. What choice did Moses make at forty years of age?  What enabled him to make such a wise decision?  Hebrews 11:24-25.

18. There was another ‘power’ that helped Moses in his decision.  It is found in the latter part of Hebrews 11:26

19. What does Jesus say will help us in choosing good or evil?  John 14:23.  What did the Pharisee rulers prefer in John 12:42-43?  (II Timothy 3:4).    What does Paul say about those who love not the truth?  II Thessalonians 2:10-12.

20. And from last Wednesday’s lesson – Matthew 10:28; I Samuel 15:24

21. What kind of example was Christ?  Isaiah 7:15; Hebrews 4:15

22. What are the admonitions from I Corinthians 16:3 and Proverbs 22:3?

23.  A prudent person is a cautious and discerning person.  What does Proverbs 13:16 say about a prudent person?  The Bereans were prudent people.  What did they do to ensure that truth was taught?  Acts 17: 11.

Thought Question:  (I hope you’ve thought about the others)

Does the Bible give us the answer(s) to every question, problem, or trial we may face?  Explain your thoughts.  

The Christian’s Attitude Toward Influence

Sunday, November 19, 2000

“”Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole loaf” 
           I Corinthians 5:6
The minister walked with the condemned man down Death Row in an Oklahoma Penitentiary.  The sunshine friends who had exploited the doomed man in fair weather had disappeared like shadows at the approach of clouds.  But he had found a friend in a man he had never know before, a man who loved him only for what he was, a creature in the image of God --- not for what he could get out of him!  Here we see two influences --- one that had undone him and another that was trying to tie him back together again.  That is where man lives – between good and bad influences.

It was a brief walk; but actually it was a long walk that began years before.  That man had once been a good church member, the salt of the earth.  But something went wrong.  Something caused him to drop beneath himself.  What was it?  Influence!  The influence of a woman who used several dollars worth of dope everyday.  Her financial demands were too great for a laboring man; so it was not long until the poor man worked all day and stole half the night.  He was caught, tried and sent to the penitentiary.  In prison, he become bitter; hate ate him up on the inside.  After his release, like a tracking animal pursuing its prey, he hunted the man he thought had “sent him up” and shot him down in cold-blooded murder.  This time, the court’s penalty was death, a life for a life.

While this is an extreme case, it is not unusual for lives, careers and souls to be saved or lost through influence.  It is a big word in making the most out of our lives.  It can fan a flame or it can blow it out!

CHOOSING ASSOCIATES

1. The Bible issues stern warnings against associating with certain types of people.  What is the warning against making friendship with an angry man?  Proverbs 22:24-25.

Genesis 13:12-13 says that Lot, when making a decision of where to live, “pitched his tent even as far as Sodom” (perhaps it actually landed in Sodom).  

2. What type of men lived in Sodom?

3. What did the land look like to Lot?  v. 10.  

4. Are men (things) always what they seem to be?  Does man and God see things (people) the same way?  I Samuel 16:7.  Why or why not?

5. What was the result of Lot’s choice of association?

Our associations give us either wings with which to soar or leaden shoes which encase our feet.

6. When we became Christians, most likely our associates changed.  What did the Apostle Peter say in speaking to some that had broken with their old crowds?  I Peter 4:4.  

7. Can we ever associate with evil people?  If so, when?

Jesus became a friend of “tax collectors and sinners” (Matthew 9:10-11).  These people were despised by the Jews  -- generally they were very evil, self-willed, and thieves.  Yet, Jesus associated with them.  

8. The Pharisees asked His disciples, “Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinner?”  Jesus, overhearing them answered – what was his answer?

9. Is influence directional?  What determines the direction?

10. What is the warning given by Paul in I Corinthians 15:33?  How might this happen to us?


11. Why did Moses not want the fearful in his army?  Deuteronomy 20:8.  Explain.

12. What was the source and result of influence in Herod’s life?  Matthew 14:9-10.

13.   How ‘much’ influence does it take to effect change?  Matthew 13:33; I Corinthians 5:6.

GOOD INFLUENCE

The Bible clearly teaches that we can be good influences in the world.  It is our responsibility.  

14. In John 8:12, Jesus claimed to be “the light of the world” and in Matthew 5:14-16 he admonishes us to be lights in the world.  How are we lights?

A Marriage Partner’s Influence

“We are molded by the gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.   But, there is also a Fifth Gospel, the gospel of human influence.  The Apostle Peter, in speaking to Christian women, reminded them of what the Fifth Gospel could do for their husbands when they had not been moved by the first four: “…that, even if some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives”  {I Peter 3:1}.  Just as one flower will crowd a home with sweet fragrance, so one life may sweeten a whole family.”

 ---- Leroy Brownlow

15. What actions of a spouse can have this type of influence?


You are writing a gospel,

A chapter each day;

By deeds that you do,

By words that you say;

Men read what you write,

Whether faulty or true;

So, what is the gospel

According to you?


16.   When will our influence end?   Revelation 14:13.  

17. What does the Hebrew writer say of Abel?  Hebrews 11:4.


So when a great man dies,

For years beyond our kin,

The light he leaves behind him lies

Upon the paths of men

---------- Henry W.  Longfellow
