The Christian’s Attitude toward Knowledge and Wisdom

Sunday, March 30, 2008
“And ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free“ 
 John 8:22
Knowledge is liberty; ignorance is captivity.  Knowledge allows us to advance, yet is the voice of caution.  It gives us confidence to forge ahead!

What knowledge does a Christian seek?  
And what freedoms do we gain with that knowledge? 

Read Hosea 4:1-6.  Of what did Hosea indict the Israelites?  What was the result?  Compare to a Christian’s life today.  

Solomon, the wisest man of all time, left for us some powerful proverbs regarding knowledge and wisdom.  His knowledge is filled with perception – not merely knowing something, but understanding its excellence and truth.

Compare/contrast KNOWLEDGE and WISDOM.   

What does Solomon say is the beginning of wisdom?  (Proverbs 1)  Explain.

From Proverbs 2:10-16, list some of the benefits that come from wisdom’s presence in the heart.

How do FOOLS feel about knowledge?  Proverbs 1:22; 
and the WISE?  Proverbs 18:15

As a steamer was going up the Mississippi River, a passenger inquired, “Captain, do you know where all the rocks are?”  “No,” he replied, “but I know where the channel is.”  Is it necessary to know where all the pitfalls of life are?  Do we have time to learn them all?  How can we possibly avoid them? 

Can a Christian attain too much knowledge?  Explain your answer.  

Ecclesiastes 7:12.  “But the excellence of _________________ is that ___________________ gives _________________ to those who have it.”

Compare the verse above with Ecclesiastes 1:16-18.  How can the same writer present such contrasting views of knowledge and wisdom?  Does this have something to do with Proverbs 1:7?

Three Examples of Tragic Knowledge

Voltaire, a brilliant literary man of France and an atheist, stated:  “Strike out a few sages, and the crowd of human beings is nothing but a horrible assemblage of unfortunate criminals, and the globe contains nothing but corpses… I wish I had never been born.”

Anatole France, another literary genius (and atheist), said: “If you could read in my soul, you would be terrified… There is not in all the universe a creature more unhappy than I.  People think me happy.  I have never been happy for one day, not for a single hour.”

H. G. Wells, one of the most learned and noted men of modern times and an atheist, said in his autobiography, “I cannot adjust my life to secure any fruitful peace… Here I am at sixty-five still seeking for peace…  That dignified peace…is just a hopeless dream.”

Do you have any similar examples to share with the class?

From what/where might we gain knowledge?  

References:  Isaiah 1:18; Psalm 19:1,2; Job 32:7; II Timothy 4:13; II Timothy 3:16,17.

