The Christian’s Attitude Toward Hope

Sunday, November 5, 2000

“Hope deferred maketh the heart sick, but when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life” 
       Proverbs 13:12

In the Tate Gallery in London is Frederic Watt’s famous painting, Hope.  There is a delicate, lovely woman seated upon a globe.  Her head is bowed and her eyes are blindfolded, as if stricken and dejected.  She holds in her hand a harp with only one string, which is stretched to the snapping point – all others have already broken.  And her hand touches that one string – hope – and, with head bent toward it to catch the melody, she plays music, sweet soulful and satisfying.  

1. What is hope?  

2. Who has hope?  Who does not?  Proverbs 10:28, Job 8:13.

3. How are faith and hope related?  Different?  Use scripture for your answer.

4. Hope is obtained in various ways.  From the following passages, draw conclusions as to the origin or reason of hope.

Ecclesiastes 9:4.  Explain the contrast in this verse.  How long is there hope?

Psalm 38:15; 39:7

Romans 15:4.  What is the connection between perseverance and hope?

Romans 5:3-4.  Once again we see a connection with perseverance.  But, this passage lists an intermediate step.  What is that ‘step’?  Explain how it links perseverance with hope.

Colossians 1:27

Titus 3:4-7.

I Corinthians 15:12-19.  Is Paul saying that a ‘hope in Christ’ is pitiable?  Explain.

HOPE as an Anchor

5. The Hebrew writer in 6:19 says, “This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast…”   What hope is he speaking of?  Read 6:13-20.  

There is so much imagery in describing our hope as an anchor.  Give some time to meditation regarding this, and evaluate your soul’s anchor.  Remember the song?

Hope as a Motivator

Sophocles stated:  “It is hope which maintains most of mankind” and Martin Luther philosophized, “Everything that is done in the world is done by hope.”    

6. Read I Corinthians 9:7-10.    What causes the farmer to plow?  How are we to work?  Should we expect to receive from our work?  

	"If we were logical, the future would be bleak, indeed. 
But we are more than logical. We are human beings, 
and we have faith, 
and we have hope, 
and we can work." 
-- Jacques Cousteau

	"Having the world's best idea will do you no good unless you act on it.  People who want milk shouldn't sit on a stool in the middle of a field in hopes that a cow will back up to them." 
-- Curtis Grant


7. How do we run the race of life?  I Corinthians 9:24-26.  What is the association with hope?

Hope is a Sustainer

8. To what does Paul compare the weakness of our humanity in 2 Corinthians 4:7-12?  

“To the person of hope, difficulties are only opportunities for him to show his power.”

9. Continuing in 2 Corinthians 4, Paul says in verse 16, “Therefore we do not lose heart” and in 5:6,8 that “we are confident”.  Why can we be confident when we know our physical bodies will decay and pass away?    

10. Christians are always in danger of not continuing to trust fully in the hope they have in Christ.  Hebrews 6:11 encourages the Christian to be diligent to keep the ‘full assurance of hope until the end”.    What does deferred hope do to man?

“Don’t lose hope, when it gets darkest, the stars come out.”

