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“For God has not given us the spirit of fear; but of love, and of a sound mind”  II Timothy 1:7

Only the valiant can make the most out of life.  Sydney Smith said, “A great deal of talent is lost to the world for the want of a little courage.”  Fear of failure is the father of failure.  The main battlefield for today’s Christian is in the heart and the chief enemy is fear.

I find no foeman in the road but Fear;

To doubt is failure and to dare success.

---- Frederic Lawrence Knowles

“Fear makes the wolf bigger than he is” 


German Proverb

KINDS OF COURAGE

What kind of courage (or lack of courage) is found in the following passages?  Are we to have the same type of courage demonstrated?  

1. Matthew 26:50-52.

2. Matthew 26:69-75.

3. Matthew 25:24-25.  What causes a great deal of talent to be lost in the world?

4. Nehemiah 4:1-3, 6.

5. Ecclesiastes 3:7.  When false accusations were levied against Jesus, how did he respond?  Why did he respond this way?

6. Esther 4:15-16.

DEVELOPING COURAGE

7. What does the Psalmist say about the courage of those who were without God?  Psalms 53:5.

8. Read Leviticus 26:36-37.  Describe the hearts of those without God.

9. How powerful are our imaginations in causing us to be fearful?

“Thus conscience doth make cowards of us all”    

--- Shakespeare

10.   How can our conscience make us a coward?  Reference Proverbs 28:1.

SAFEGUARDS FROM FEAR

Of course, as Christians we find our courage in our God – trust in God is a safeguard from fear.

11.   What is said in Psalm 112:7-8 about the man whose “hear t is steadfast, trusting in the Lord”?  

12.   What do we need to do to be “secure, without fear of evil”?  Proverbs 1:33

13.   Psalm 23 describes or represents our intimate relationship with God.  At what time/place does David say, “he would fear no evil”?  Why not?

14. What was Moses encouragement to Joshua in Deuteronomy 31:7-8.  Is this encouragement for us also?  Explain.

CONCLUSION

“Be sure you are right and then stand.  At first you will be denounced, then you will be deified.  At first you will be rejected, then you will be accepted.  First men will swear at you, then if you wear well, they will swear by you.  First the sneer and then the cheer.  First the lash, then the laurel.  First the curse, then the caress.  First the trial, then the triumph.  First the cross, then the crown.  For every scar upon thy brow thou shalt have a star in thy diadem.  Stand somewhere and let humanity know where you stand.  Stand for something and let humanity know what you stand for.  Be sure you are right and then STAND!  -- Gordon

Do you fear the force of the wind,

The slash of the rain?

Go face them and fight them,

Be savage again.

Go hungry and cold like the wolf,

Go wade like the crane:

The palms of your hands will thicken,

The skin of your cheek will tan,

You’ll grow ragged and weary and swarthy,

But you’ll walk like a man!

                        ----- Hamlin Garlin

