The Christian’s Attitude Toward Good & Bad Choices 

Lesson 13

“But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil”


Hebrews 5:14

DISCERNMENT

In this lesson, we’ll spend time discussing the problem of discerning and choosing between good and evil.  And while this may seem like an elementary topic for us, we are never invincible to the snares set by Satan.

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devils walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour”





I Peter 5:8

Make no mistake about the devil’s intentions.  No matter how attractive his temptation, his purpose is to devour a person spiritually, emotionally and physically.

1. What does DISCERN mean?  Does it have any connection between what is pleasant or unpleasant?  

2. Can a way that seems right be wrong?  Use scripture.

3. Refer to the passage listed at the beginning of the lesson (Hebrews 5:14).    It says that full-grown Christians “by reason of use” are able to practice discernment.  Explain “by reason of use”.

4. Does aging affect our discernment?  Yes/No?  For Better/For Worse?  Job 32:9.

To many, nearly all moral practices are good and almost all religious teachings are right.  To them, the right and wrong of an act or teaching is not in the deed or precept but rather in the mind of the participant or instructor, and thus what may be right for one may be wrong for another person. 

5. If this were true, could any man ever choose evil provided he thought he was choosing good?  Proverbs 14:12.

Some ways are good and some are bad; and the bad way has its penalty in spite of how inviting it first seems to the traveler.  Switching and perverting the road signs will not make a bad road good or a good road bad, but it will bring hard times to the forger.

6. What does Isaiah (5:20) say about those who have become morally insensitive and perverted to the point of believing sin is good and goodness is bad?  Can one really become this perverted?

7. Is truth fact or abstract?  Clearly truth is fact and we must change our minds, our conscience to clearly know the difference.  What are the “goods” and “evils” spoken of in these passages?

Psalm 37:23; Psalm 140:1

Matthew 5:16; James 3:16

I Kings 12:7; Ephesians 4:31

Proverbs 2:9; Jeremiah 23:10

Proverbs 20:18; Isaiah 7:5

Proverbs 22:1; Deuteronomy 22:19

Matthew 7:17; Matthew 7:18

Luke 8:15; Hebrews 10:22

I Corinthians 15:33; I Samuel 2:23

Philippians 4:8; II Corinthians 6:8

BIBLICAL FAILURES IN DISCERNMENT.

Read I Kings 13:1-25.  This is the story of a young prophet deceived.  It is full of many good lessons.   Answer the following questions from this text.

8. Was the prophet a good man?

9. Was he courageous?

10. Was he taken in by flattery?

11. Did he do good things?  

12. Did he make many mistakes?

13. What was his failure?


14. Luke 12:16-21.  Jesus tells the parable of a rich man.  This man was smart enough to make money, but was not smart enough to discern material and spiritual values.    What did the man fail to understand?

15. Martha.  Luke 10:38-42.  “…Mary has chosen that good part…” How did Mary choose well and what did Martha fail to realize?

16. The Pharisees in Matthew 23:23-25.  Of what three things did Jesus indict the Pharisees?  Did they lack proper discernment?

ENABLING WISE DISCERNMENT

The following passages and questions help us to understand how to become ‘wise discerners’.  

17. What choice did Moses make at forty years of age?  What enabled him to make such a wise decision?  Hebrews 11:24-25.

18. There was another ‘power’ that helped Moses in his decision.  It is found in the latter part of Hebrews 11:26

19. What does Jesus say will help us in choosing good or evil?  John 14:23.  What did the Pharisee rulers prefer in John 12:42-43?  (II Timothy 3:4).    What does Paul say about those who love not the truth?  II Thessalonians 2:10-12.

20. And from last Wednesday’s lesson – Matthew 10:28; I Samuel 15:24

21. What kind of example was Christ?  Isaiah 7:15; Hebrews 4:15

22. What are the admonitions from I Corinthians 16:3 and Proverbs 22:3?

23.  A prudent person is a cautious and discerning person.  What does Proverbs 13:16 say about a prudent person?  The Bereans were prudent people.  What did they do to ensure that truth was taught?  Acts 17: 11.

Thought Question:  (I hope you’ve thought about the others)

Does the Bible give us the answer(s) to every question, problem, or trial we may face?  Explain your thoughts.  

