The Christian’s Attitude Toward Man

Sunday, November 12, 2000

“Redeeming the time, because the days are evil” 


Ephesians 5:16 
In Job 7:17, Job asks a very thoughtful question, “What is man?”   It is a question considered by every pondering person.  It is with this question that we begin our lesson.  Man is “different things” to different people.  To the evolutionist, man is the product of some lower form of life.  To many schools of religionists, man is by nature a child of Satan --- “positively inclined to evil; and therefore under just condemnation to eternal ruin, without defense or excuse” --- Baptist Church Manual, J. M. Pendleton. (p. 46).  To sectarians in general, man is a law unto himself whereby he makes a thing right by thinking it is right – making man a god unto himself.

From one viewpoint, man is very insignificant.  In size, he does not compare favorably with the whale.  In age, he cannot compete with the California redwoods.  In physical strength, he is no match for the elephant.  

1. After considering God’s great handiwork, the heavens, the moon and the stars, what does David ask about man in Psalm 8:3-4?

Man was made a dual being.  From the passages below identify the duality of man.

2. Genesis 2:7a, 3:19, 23; Psalm 103:14; Ecclesiastes 12:7.

3. Genesis 2:7b; Genesis 35:18; II Corinthians 5:1.

In a world filled with living beings, man is the only one created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26, 27; 2:7).  

How is man created in the image of God?  

4. John 4:24, Luke 24:39.  

5. Matthew 9:4; Mark 2:8; Matthew 13:15; Romans 10:10.

The bee made honey as good a thousand years ago.  Centuries have passed, but the monkey has not improved his standard of living.  Man alone can improve his conditions in life.

Man was endowed with an attribute call emotion with which he despises (II Samuel 6:16), desires (Romans 10:1), loves (Matthew 22:37), and trusts (Proverbs 3:5).

Identify another quality given to man from the passages referenced.

6. I Corinthians 7:37; Hebrews 4:12; Acts 11:23; Romans 6:17.

7. Man was also given another faculty with either condemns or condemns not.  What is it?  I John 3:20-21.

8. How does David describe God’s creation in Psalm 129:14?

