The Christian’s Attitude Toward Friends

Lesson 14

“In lowliness of mind, let each esteem other better than himself” 

Philippians 2:3 
The normal life is one of friendship.  Friends are a reflection of our own worthiness and a source of help for our own inadequacies.  Friends are precious responsibilities; therefore our study will entail choosing friends, making and holding friends, and being a friend.

1. What is a friend?

There’s happiness in little things,

There’s joy in passing pleasure.

But friendships are, from year to year

The best of all life’s treasure.

Selecting Friends

2. Do we select our friends or do they select us?

3. How important is selecting the right friends?  

4. What wisdom regarding making friends does Solomon provide in Proverbs 22:24-25?

5. What qualities should we look for in selecting friends?

Making and Holding Friends

Perhaps, the very qualities needed to make and hold friends are also the qualities we should use in selecting friends. 

6. Do we make and hold friends the same way? Explain.

Be Friendly

7. What does Solomon say of a man that hath friends?  Proverbs 18:24.

Friendliness is a quality of Christianity; sourness is not.

“Sour godliness is the devil’s religion”  -- John Wesley

8. What does a dog know about making friends?  

Bobby Burns, the National Poet of Scotland, while visiting in a strange city, was very lonely and melancholy.  Seeking companionship, he visited a church where he received neither a hand of welcome nor a word of friendship.  Before leaving he wrote this verse on the flyleaf of a hymnal:

As cauld a wind as ever blew;

A caulder kirk, and in’t but few;

As cauld a minister’s e’er spak;

Ye’ll all be hot ere I come back.

A question for us:  “if I had been in the audience, would it have been any different?

Helpful in Adversity

9. What does a friend do at all times?  ALL times?  Proverbs 17:17.

10. What is adversity?  How is adversity a proving ground?

11. What are ‘sunshine’ friends?  

Be Unselfish

Some people are too self-centered to ever have many friends.  They get up in the morning with this attitude: “Let’s see  -- just what can some of my friends do today to make me happy?”  They seem to think ‘justice’ is spelled ‘just us’.  

The childless couple prayed, “Lord, bless us two and that will do.”

The old bachelor prayed, “Lord bless only me, that’s as far as I can see.”

Tolerance

12. What is tolerance?  How is it related to friendship?  Colossians 3:13.

13.   How is Matthew 7:1 related to tolerance?  And Matthew 7:3?

Forbear to judge, for we are sinners all.

Close up his eyes and draw the curtains close;

And let us all do meditation.



---------- Shakespeare

Sincerity

Sincerity comes from God – it is a goal for us.  Philippians 1:10.

14. Can true friendship be forced?  

15. What is the opposite of sincerity?  Matthew 23:26.

Stability

No friendship can be any stronger than the persons involved. 

16. How stable should Christians be?  Psalm 1:3.

17. Some people are too deficient in character ever to be anyone’s friend.  What does James say about a double-minded man?  Would he make a good friend?

Loyalty

18. What is loyalty?  

19. Was Paul’s friend, Onesiphorus, loyal?  II Timothy 1:16.   Explain.

20. What do you know about the loyalty of Job’s friends?  Job 19:14, 19.

21. Does being a friend come naturally?  Or is it learned?

22. As a friend to anyone, what is our first objective? 

Personal Question: If I were someone else, would I want me as a friend?

