The Christian’s Attitude Toward Influence

Lesson 15

“”Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole loaf” 
           I Corinthians 5:6
The minister walked with the condemned man down Death Row in an Oklahoma Penitentiary.  The sunshine friends who had exploited the doomed man in fair weather had disappeared like shadows at the approach of clouds.  But he had found a friend in a man he had never know before, a man who loved him only for what he was, a creature in the image of God --- not for what he could get out of him!  Here we see two influences --- one that had undone him and another that was trying to tie him back together again.  That is where man lives – between good and bad influences.

It was a brief walk; but actually it was a long walk that began years before.  That man had once been a good church member, the salt of the earth.  But something went wrong.  Something caused him to drop beneath himself.  What was it?  Influence!  The influence of a woman who used several dollars worth of dope everyday.  Her financial demands were too great for a laboring man; so it was not long until the poor man worked all day and stole half the night.  He was caught, tried and sent to the penitentiary.  In prison, he became bitter; hate ate him up on the inside.  After his release, like a tracking animal pursuing its prey, he hunted the man he thought had “sent him up” and shot him down in cold-blooded murder.  This time, the court’s penalty was death, a life for a life.

While this is an extreme case, it is not unusual for lives, careers and souls to be saved or lost through influence.  Influence can fan a flame or it can blow it out!

CHOOSING ASSOCIATES

1. The Bible issues stern warnings against associating with certain types of people.  What is the warning against making friendship with an angry man?  Proverbs 22:24-25.

Genesis 13:12-13 says that Lot, when making a decision of where to live, “pitched his tent even as far as Sodom” (perhaps it actually landed in Sodom).  

2. What type of men lived in Sodom?

3. What did the land look like to Lot?  v. 10.  

4. Are men (things) always what they seem to be?  Does man and God see things (people) the same way?  I Samuel 16:7.  Why or why not?

5. What was the result of Lot’s choice of association?

Our associations give us either wings with which to soar or leaden shoes which encase our feet.

6. When we became Christians, most likely our associates changed.  What did the Apostle Peter say in speaking to some that had broken with their old crowds?  I Peter 4:4.  

7. Can we ever associate with evil people?  If so, when?

Jesus became a friend of “tax collectors and sinners” (Matthew 9:10-11).  These people were despised by the Jews  -- generally they were very evil, self-willed, and thieves.  Yet, Jesus associated with them.  

8. The Pharisees asked His disciples, “Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  Jesus, overhearing them answered – what was his answer?

9. Is influence directional?  What determines the direction?

10. What is the warning given by Paul in I Corinthians 15:33?  How might this happen to us?


11. Why did Moses not want the fearful in his army?  Deuteronomy 20:8.  Explain.

12. What was the source and result of influence in Herod’s life?  Matthew 14:9-10.

13.   How ‘much’ influence does it take to effect change?  Matthew 13:33; I Corinthians 5:6.

GOOD INFLUENCE

The Bible clearly teaches that we can be good influences in the world.  It is our responsibility.  

14. In John 8:12, Jesus claimed to be “the light of the world” and in Matthew 5:14-16 he admonishes us to be lights in the world.  How are we lights?

A Marriage Partner’s Influence

“We are molded by the gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.   But, there is also a Fifth Gospel, the gospel of human influence.  The Apostle Peter, in speaking to Christian women, reminded them of what the Fifth Gospel could do for their husbands when they had not been moved by the first four: “…that, even if some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives”  {I Peter 3:1}.  Just as one flower will crowd a home with sweet fragrance, so one life may sweeten a whole family.”

 ---- Leroy Brownlow

15. What actions of a spouse can have this type of influence?


You are writing a gospel,

A chapter each day;

By deeds that you do,

By words that you say;

Men read what you write,

Whether faulty or true;

So, what is the gospel

According to you?


16.   When will our influence end?   Revelation 14:13.  

17. What does the Hebrew writer say of Abel?  Hebrews 11:4.


So when a great man dies,

For years beyond our kin,

The light he leaves behind him lies

Upon the paths of men

---------- Henry W.  Longfellow
