The Christian’s Attitude Toward Sharing and Unselfishness

Lesson 16

“And I will very gladly spend and be spent for your souls”

II Corinthians 12:15
 

Many years ago some robbers held up a traveler, took his possessions, beat him and left him half-dead by the side of the road.  By chance another man came along, but he did no more than look at him and pass by on the other side.  And another traveler came, looked and continued his journey.  No doubt each reasoned that it was not his problem nor any of his business and he could not take the chance of being entangled in trouble.  But, a third man came whose heart was moved with compassion.  He doctored the victim’s wounds, took him to an inn and cared for him though the night.  And the next day when he left he made financial provision for the innkeeper to continue the care.

This story is found in Matthew 10:25-37.  Read the scriptural account and answer the following questions.

1. Why did Jesus tell this story?  What question did he answer?

2. What passage did the lawyer quote?

3. Who were the first two men that passed by?  What do you know about these men?

4. Who was the third man to pass by?  What did he do?

5. What role did selfishness play in this story?  
6. What role did unselfishness play?
7. What did Jesus ask in verse 36?  

8. In what way does Jesus use the term “neighbor”?  

Enemies

Jesus in Matthew 5:43 says, “You have heard that is was said, “You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy, but I say to you, love your enemies.”  

9. Thought Question: Jesus calls the Samaritan a ‘neighbor’ of the lawyer, not an enemy.  If the Samaritan wasn’t an enemy, who was (is)?

10. How might we love our enemies?  Luke 6:35.  What do we expect in return?

11. Do we reserve our sharing, our giving only for those in the kingdom?  Explain.

The Golden Rule

12. What is the ‘golden rule’?  And why is this ‘attitude of action’ so vitally important?  What is the connection to sharing/unselfishness?

Serving Others

13. One of the outstanding qualities in the admirable life of the Apostle Paul is expressed in II Corinthians 12:15.  How does Paul say he was ‘rewarded’ for his growing love?

14. Instructions from Paul are found in Philippians 2:3-4.  Does Paul authorize any acceptable reason for being selfish?  At any time?  

15. In the passage above, is Paul saying we should have an inferiority complex regarding ourselves?  Explain.

16. How do we actively “look out” for the interest of others?  Give examples.

17. Paul says this ‘mindset’ is the same as whose?  Philippians 2:5.  What did Jesus come to do?  Matthew 20:28.  

O Lord, I pray

That for this day

I may not swerve

By foot or hand

From thy command,

Not to be served, but to serve.

18. He who receives, but does not give is as stagnant and unattractive as the Dead Sea.  Explain how this is so.

That man may last, but never lives,

Who much receives, but never gives;

Whom none can love, whom no can thank, ---

Creation’s blot, creations blank.

------ Thomas Gibbons

19. What did Jesus say of those following him in John 6:26?  What did Jesus do with the need/desire of these people?  What might we learn and apply from this passage?

The unselfish are more:

· Humble.  Selfishness makes one proud.

· Forgiving.  There is less wounded pride.

· Sincere.  Not controlled by selfish motives.

· Hospitable.  There is an interest in others.

· Charitable.  There is a feeling for others.

· Tolerant.  Can see another’s viewpoint.

· Friendly.  Makes for the outgoing spirit.

· Joyful.  Happiness comes from helping others.

· Adjusted.  Adjustment is easier when one forgets self.

· Beautiful.  Pretty is as pretty does.

This table looks like a list of love’s qualities, and rightly so, for love “seeks not it’s own”.

(I Corinthians 13:5).  Love is unselfish!

Thought Question: When we participate in the collection on Sunday morning, are we sharing with God?

