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“For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God”” 


Romans 3:23 
In Romans 15:4, Paul said, “Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.”  Much of what was written “aforetime” deals with the struggles of God’s people in an unfriendly world, and the lessons taught deal with two classes of people:  those who did as God directed, and those who did as they chose.  We can learn much from both classes, for the examples of the faithful teach us to be faithful, and the examples of the disobedient warn us lest we fall into the same sins.

1. What is a mistake?

Read I Corinthians 10:1-12. 

2. Of what does he accuse the Israelites?

3. Why did he address the Israelites failings when writing to the Corinthian church?

4. What was his warning?  What is the admonition for us?

5. What prevents us from learning from the mistakes of others?

We should be made wiser by learning from the mistakes of others; likewise we should profit from our own mistakes.  Our mistakes should teach us valuable lessons.  

“The man who never made a mistake never made anything”  ----- Abraham Lincoln

“To stumble twice against the same stone is a proverbial disgrace”  --- Cicero

MOSES.  I almost hesitate to use Moses as an example of ‘mistakes’ for his virtues far exceeded his vices.  His patience and meekness were unparalleled in his day, and his love for God and his people make him a great model for us.  In many ways he was like Jesus.  After reading the following references, answer these questions:

6. What great need faced the Israelites at this time?  Numbers 20:2

7. What did God tell Moses to do to solve the problem?  What did Moses do?     Numbers 20:8-11.

8. What was the consequence of Moses’ mistake?  Numbers 20:12.  

9. What lesson can we learn from this incident?  What is the application for us?  

10. Can we make the same mistake?  Will reap the same consequences?

ELI.  This great man had a very responsible work for the Lord, that of a priest.  From what is said in the Scriptures, one could conclude that Eli was personally upright and good.  He seems to have had the honor and respect of Samuel, whose mother had left him under Eli’s care.  Eli’s main problems were with his own family.

11. Note some of the things said about Eli’s sons in I Samuel 2:12,22?

12. In what ways did Eli contribute to the wickedness of his sons?  I Samuel 2:29; 3:13.

God did not allow the work of Eli to continue through his family.  Rather, he said he would “raise up for Myself a faithful priest who shall do according to what is in My heart and in My mind” (I Samuel 2:35). 

13. What is the lesson for parents?  What is the responsibility of parents?  Proverbs 29:17; 13:24; 22:6; Ephesians 6:4.   

HAMAN.  In the book of Esther is a story about a vain Persian courtier named Haman, who wanted people to recognize his position by bowing to him.  Most people did bow to him, but not Mordecai the Jew.  Haman became very angry and determined to get revenge.

14. What advice did his wife and friends give?  Did he act upon their advice? Esther 5:14.

15. What was the mistake Haman made?  What was the result?  Esther 7:8-9.

16. What is the lesson for us?  Should we not take the advice of friends?  

“The thorns which I have reaped are of the tree I planted.  I should have known what fruit would spring from such a seed”    ---- Lord Byron

DEMAS.  Not much is said in the scripture about this man, but we can learn from what is said.   What is said about Demas in the following passages?

17. Colossians 4:14.

18. Philemon 24.

19. II Timothy 4:10.

20. What mistake did Demas make?  How did this happen to him?  Can this really happen to us?

21. Explain how he must have never really loved the Lord and wasn’t ever really converted.   --- ???

22. What does Paul say about those who return to their former lives?  II Peter 2:20-22.

OUR MISTAKES

While it is quite profitable to study other’s mistakes, we must also look at our own shortcomings.  

23. What does Paul say regarding us making mistakes in Romans 3:23?

24. Does this passage refer to us before we became Christians?  Do we continue to make mistakes after we’re Christians?  

25. Are there any mistakes we can make that haven’t been made before?

26. Why are we destined to make the same mistakes as those when have gone before us?

27. What is the ‘silver lining’ in making a mistake?

