The Christian’s Attitude Toward A Good Name

Sunday, December 3, 2000

“And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch”   

Acts 11:26
When people think of your name, what do you suppose comes to their minds --- mischief? carelessness? punctuality? consistent tardiness? faithfulness? pride? good deeds? humility? immaturity? a good example?  Some of these things should always be associated with your name, but some should never be.

To illustrate that names are meaningful and suggestive of ideas or deeds, write down what enters your mind when you read the following.

Judas Iscariot

Benedict Arnold

Emperor Nero

The Herods

Jezebel

Job

Do you know any boys named Nero? Or girls named Jezebel?  Of course, there is nothing wrong with either of these names; in fact, they may even sound euphonious – pleasing in sound --- but the impression people get from these names are because of one Nero and one Jezebel.

1. Names have been significant since the beginning of man.    What did God let Adam do in the garden of Eden?  Genesis 2:19-20 and 3:20.

Names that we know today have derived from many backgrounds and situations.  Names like Miller, Carpenter, Baker, and Hunter from occupations.  Names are derived from relationships (Johnson), colors (Green) and places (Field).  

2. Some have had their name changed.  What Biblical examples can you think of?  Why were their names changed?

3. Much has been written about the importance of a good name.  What did the wisest of men say about a good name in Proverbs 22:1; Ecclesiastes 7:1?  

4. And about a bad name?  Proverbs 10:7.

When the Civil War was over, some men came to Robert E. Lee and asked him if they might use his name to advertise a new brand of liquor.  He replied as follows:

Sirs, I have led the valiant sons of my Southland into battle and many of them to death.  They have fought with honor for a cause they held in honor.  The honored me as their commander.  I ever sought to keep faith with them.  I am now an old man and the shadows are lengthening.  My health is broken, my family scattered, my finances gone.  All I have is my good name, but I may tell you, sirs, it is respected and it is not for sale.

5. Can anyone give someone else a ‘great name’?  Explain.

6. Can we choose to have a good name?  If not, why not? If so, how?


The scriptures single out some people as having GREAT NAMES.  One of these was Abraham, father of many nations.  In Genesis 12:2, God said to him, “And I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make _____________  _______________  _____________; and you shall be a blessing.”

In a very definite sense, no one can give us a good name, for what we are makes the name people assign to us.  From the following scriptures, list some things which made Abraham great:

Genesis 12:4

Genesis 12:7,8

Genesis 13:7-9

Genesis 14:14-16

Genesis 18:1-8

Genesis 18:19

Genesis 18:23-33

Genesis 22:1-12

7. What is the connection between a good name and Matthew 7:16?

8. What is said regarding David’s name in I Samuel 18:30?  Why? 

9. Did David seek/strive to make his own name great? I Samuel 17:45-46.

10.  We must be careful to maintain our good name.  What did David to as he was determined not to give King Saul any good reason to accuse him? I Samuel 18:5, 14-15.

Tower of BABEL

In Genesis 11:1-9, we read of some people who set out to make themselves a ‘name’.  Tell what happened to them.

11. Who did these people seek to glorify?

12. Did they ask God’s help in their plans to build the city and tower?

Trying to serve God would have made them a great name; trying to attain greatness on their own could only result in failure.  

13. BABEL is not a very good name to be remembered by.  What does it mean?

The name we are now spelling out before those who know us may follow us to the grave.  If that name is honorable fine; if it is questionable, then we should go to work immediately to make it honorable.  After all, it is our name, and we should want it to be respected.

Many things can happen to one’s name.  From the scriptures that follow, show what happened to the names involved.

14. Deuteronomy 9:14; 29:19-20; Psalm 109:13

15. I Kings 21:8

16. Jeremiah 24:16

17. Jeremiah 27:15

18. James 2:7

19. Luke 6:22

20. Revelation 3:1

21. Acts 24:5,6; 25:7

22. What did Stephen’s enemies associate with his name?  Acts 6:13-14.

A Good Name

Young folks, choose it,

Don’t refuse it,

‘Tis a precious diadem;

Highly prize it,

Ne’er despise it;

You will need it when you’re men.

Love and cherish,

Keep and nourish,

‘Tis more precisous far than gold;

Watch and guard it,

Ne’er discard it,

You will need it when you’re old.

--------------  Unknown

