The Christian’s Attitude Toward Spiritual Immaturity and Growth
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“When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things”

 I Corinthians 13:11

It is our God given duty to grow up.  Simply put, we must be grown men and women.  One writer stated, “Christianity is too big and great to be defiled by the petty littleness of bantam-sized personalities housed in full-grown bodies.”  It is improper for grown individuals to act like children in any aspect of life – especially with respect to Christianity.  

Once we have been born again, it becomes our daily challenge to rid ourselves of all undesirable traits of immaturity.  From the verses below, identify traits of immaturity that should not be present in the Christian’s character. 

Leviticus 19:16, I Timothy 5:13.

Galatians 5:26.

II Thessalonians 3:10, Philippians 2:12.

I Corinthians 15:58.

Romans 12:18, 14:19.

The Bible clearly speaks toward our spiritual maturity.  Read Romans 12:14-21 and II Thessalonians 1:3.  How does our maturity extend beyond our Christian family?  Is there a pattern for us?

Can you think of some “childish” traits that a Christian should retain?

Isaiah 12:2, Proverbs 3:5-6, Ephesians 4:32, Hebrews 10:17, Colossians 3:13, Matthew 6:12

Is a Christian ever full-grown? Explain.  Philippians 3:13-14, II Corinthians 4:16.

Give some practical suggestions that will aid us in maturing. 

Just as starters -- Isaiah 34:16, Psalm1:2, Psalm 119:99, Psalm 19:14.

