The Christian’s Attitude Toward One Another

Sunday, December 10, 2000

“Wherefore comfort one another with these words” 


I Thessalonians 4:18
The church is the body of Christ (Ephesians 1:22-23; Colossians 1:18,24).  It is composed of many members with these members sustaining mutual obligations each to the other (I Corinthians 12:12-27; Romans 12:4,5).  In this lesson, we will study some of our responsibilities toward each other.

Be Hospitable One to Another

1. What is hospitality?  

2. What does Peter say regarding hospitality in I Peter 4:9?  How?

3. Is our hospitality limited to just our local ‘brothers and sisters’?  Hebrews 13:2.  Explain.

4. In I Timothy 5, Paul counsels Timothy regarding the church’s responsibility toward widows.  With respect to hospitality, what kind of woman must the widow have been to be taken into the number?

5. How can we be hospitable?  To members? Visitors? New members?  Others?

Love One Another

We have talked quite a bit about our love for both each other and strangers during this series.    Loving each other is not just a good idea; it is direct commandment from the Lord, “These things I command you, that you love one another”.  John 15:17

6. In question 2, we saw that we need to entertain strangers.  This same passage says to remember prisoners and those who are mistreated.  These instructions are given to complete what the first verse guides us to do.  Explain.  Hebrews 13:1-3.

7. The necessity of ‘brotherly love’.  From the following passages, what is said about brotherly love?

John 13:35

John 15:12,17; 13:34;

I Peter 4:8

Romans 13:8-10

I John 2:9-11

I John 3:10-11

I John 3:14

I John 4:7-8

8. Why and how should we love one another?  I John 4:11; John 13:34; 15:12

9. How does I Peter 1:22 and 4:8 instruct us to love another?  

10. What does the word ‘fervent’ mean? How do we do that?  Does I Corinthians 13:4-8 give us any insight?

Pray One for Another

In a passage familiar to most of us, James says, “Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.  The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much”  (5:16).

11. What’s wrong with not praying for each other?  I Samuel 12:23.

12. In what circumstances should we pray for one another?  One example --Acts 12:5.

13.  When praying for each other, for whom should we specifically pray?  

Hebrews 13:17

I Thessalonians 5:25; II Thessalonians 3:1-2; Ephesians 6:18-20; Acts 12:5

James 5:13-15

James 5:16; Philippians 1:9-11

Confess Your Faults One to Another

Reference is once again James 5:16.  See also I John 1:8-10.   

14. One version says confess your “faults”; another says “trespasses”.  First, must we confess all our faults/trespasses to one another?  

15. What is our responsibility…confessing weaknesses?  …confessing offenses? …public or private?

Consider One Another

16. What does the writer instruct in Hebrews 10:24?  

17. How might we ‘practice’ considering one another? Answer from these verses and add more.

Philippians 2:4

Romans 14:15,21; Romans 15:1-3; I Corinthians 8:13

Serve One Another

“For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another”  Galatians 5:13.

18.  How is our service measured?  Matthew 20:26-28.

19. If Jesus were here on the earth, in the flesh, we would gladly serve Him, as did Mary, Martha and Lazarus.  But, such is not possible.  Or is it?  Matthew 25:31-46.

Exhort One Another

20. What does the Hebrew writer mean, “exhort” one another?  Hebrews 3:13; 10:24-25.

Comfort One Another

21. Paul instructs the Thessalonian church to “comfort one another with these words”; what words does he mean?  Can we use the same words?

22. Paul also instructs us in Romans 12:15, to “weep with those who weep”.  During times of bereavement we have an occasion to comfort one another.  This can be accomplished in several ways.  List some ways we can weep with our brothers and sisters.

