The Christian’s Attitude Toward Vision and Endurance

Sunday, December 17, 2000

“Eyes have they, but they see not”  



Psalm 115:5.

That is the explanation of many failures in life.  Eyes that cannot see!

Some people are blind.  Though they look, they never see.  And the trouble with some others is --- their eyes are in the back of their head.  But one forward view is worth a thousand hindsights.

There is an old Indian legend about a father and his three sons.  He pointed to a high mountain many miles away and ordered the youths to climb up the mountain as far as they could and to bring back a memento of their adventure.  One returned with an unusual flower.  The second came back with a rare rock.  The third returned and said, “I climbed to the top and I brought back a vision of the sea.”  That is the most important of all; for if you have the vision, you can cultivate the flowers and quarry the rocks.  In this particular case, it led them to build canoes and sail to a more fruitful and habitable island.  With no vision their lives were a restricted existence.

When Columbus’ crew threatened to take his life and turn back, he swore that he would show them land if they would wait a few more hours.  Before the time expired, land appeared on the horizon.  Was it luck?  Not at all.  It was the recompense of a great strength coupled with a brilliant observation.  He had noticed bits of grass floating upon the waves, and he knew they could not be far from the land that grew the grass.  Discovering a new world was not a stroke of luck, but rather the culmination of vision, courage and observation, accompanied by heroic efforts.

Jesus was the most visionary man the world has ever known.  His vision embraced the whole world for the sake of the world.  He said, “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature…”  Mark 16:15-16.  That is vision!! 

We must SEE OPPORTUNITY

The Bible says, “As we have therefore opportunity…”  Galatians 6:10.  We must SEE the opportunity.  It takes vision to see it.  It does not happen by luck.  Luck seldom calls on those who have closed eyes.  

1. How many opportunities do we miss because we fail to see them?  Give examples.

We must SEE TO DISCERN

In an earlier class, we studied discernment – making good and bad choices.  The Bible talks about having our “senses exercised to discern both good and evil” (Hebrews 5:14).  To do this, one needs the insight to see beyond appearances.  One must envision the outcome – the repercussions and/or the reward.

In another Indian story, the Big Chief held out an acorn and asked his son what he saw.  The son replied, “An acorn.”  The father continued, “Where you see an acorn I see an oak.”  

2. Genesis 3:6 tells us what Eve saw as she looked at the fruit.  Did Eve’s sight fail her? 

We must SEE WITH UNBIASED EYES
3. What did Jesus say about ‘biased eyes’ in Matthew 13:15.  

4. Can Christians have prejudices eyes?  Give examples.  

We must SEE THE UNSEEN
5. What enables us to see the unseen?  Hebrews 11:27

6. What do we call someone who has no vision?

GOALS / ENDURANCE

Good vision will result in good ideas – we will see opportunities for improving ourselves, better ways of completing our work, and we’ll achieve a fuller understanding of the circumstances of those around us.  When we see these improvement opportunities, better work methods, and the greater need of others around us, we are overcome with a desire to ‘make’ things better.  We have a heart of sincere love and action.  But, so many times we begin --- without planning – and ultimately, we fail others and ourselves. 

To “do better” is not achievable.  Yes, we can all do things ‘better’, but ‘better’ is not an achievable goal.   The same is true of ‘more’.  We can never realize the full extent of ‘more’  -- there will always be ‘more’ and we can always do things ‘better’.  

To effectively improve – make things better and do more – we must set ‘goals’ for ourselves.  Answer the following questions about goals using scripture where you can.  Think through your answers and be prepared to discuss them in class.

7. What are goals?

8. Why should the Christian have goals?

9. In what areas of life should we develop goals?  Explain why.

One of the essentials in making the most of life is to have some goals to which we start.  A great and successful Bible class teacher’s favorite text is found in this one sentence in Genesis 12:5.

“They went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came.”
10. Why would this verse mean so much to a Bible class teacher?

Goals help us to overcome obstacles.  They provide Endurance.

Lumbermen and scientists who examined a big tree in California after it had been cut down found that it began growing 271 years before the birth of Christ.  When it was 516 years old it was partly burned, the charred portions of the bark and trunk being visible far inside the giant.  Other fires left their marks upon it in 1441, 1580 and 1797.  The latter made an enormous scar eighteen feet wide.

That tree is a lesson in patient endurance in overcoming obstacles.  Burned, disfigured and partly destroyed, each time it covered up its wounds, broadened out and continued its reach toward the sky.  The good persevering man is “like a tree planted by the rivers of water…”  Psalms 1:3

The diamond is just a piece of coal that stuck to its job.

Even the little spider has been used in the Bible to teach man an illustrative lesson:  “The spider takes hold with her hand, and is in king’s palaces”  Proverbs 30:28.  A man who was forced to take shelter in a barn fixed his eyes upon a spider climbing a beam of the room.  It fell to the ground twelve consecutive times, but succeeded the thirteenth time and gained the top.

11. What do the passages below say regarding endurance?

Luke 9:62

Mark 13:13

Romans 12:21

I Corinthians 15:58

Revelation 2:10

This ‘iron-like’ quality is so important that the Bible employs some most graphic language in drawing analogies to describe those who fail to maintain it.  

12. What is said in I Peter 2:22 of those failing to maintain endurance?

POWERFUL, ENDURING PEOPLE

13. Answer WHO and WHAT from the following passages.

Hebrews 11:27

Job 27:5-6

John 11:30

II Timothy 4:7

Read what Paul endured in II Corinthians 11:23-37. 

Edison’s storage-battery invention was the result of nine thousand experiments.  But to succeed was worth 8,999 failures.

Stick to your aim; the mongrel’s hold will slip,

But only crowbars loose the bulldog’s grip;

Small as he looks, the jaw that never yields

Drags down the bellowing monarch of the fields.



------- Oliver Wendell Holmes

THE ELDER’S GOALS ARE THE CONGREGATION’S GOALS 

It is with Biblical vision that the Elders lead the congregation by setting goals for the group and for individuals.  We must work together to ‘see’ the elder’s vision and to achieve the goals for the congregation.  Remember the elders are leaders – leaders of OUR work.  

Sometimes Christians find it difficult to work with other Christians.  Some at times are stubborn, uncooperative, domineering, impatient, and inconsiderate.  In a church bulletin, someone wrote the following.

“If a man were given a mule, a goat, a bee, and a skunk and assigned the task of making a working combination of them in order to accomplish a given work, we would throw up our hands in disgust and say, “That’s impossible!”  Yet in almost every church, there is a kicker, a butter, a stinger, and a stinker, and the elders have the task of trying to make all of these a united working group with the faithful of God’s children.  Now can’t you appreciate the great job the elders of the church have done?”

