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“Wherefore my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath.”  







James 1:19

SPEAKING

The wisdom written above is very good advice from a great man of God.  Being ‘slow to speak’ allows one to be certain of what is heard; it allows one to analyze what is said; it enables one to evaluate properly the reasoning of the speaker; it prevents any sudden outburst of anger that might otherwise come from hasty and incorrect conclusions.  

Prejudiced minds find it very difficult to follow James’ advice.  All too often what God gave man to be used in praise to Him he has used to his own harm or destruction.  This is certainly true of the tongue.  Though man is the only one of God’s creatures endowed with the blessing of communication with God through speech, he has failed, universally, to glorify God with the word of his tongue.

Many men of all nations and ages have come to realize the power and danger of the tongue.  Below are some of the things they’ve composed on this subject.

“Talkative tongues are like frogs in Egypt; they do not bite, but they weary by their endless croaking.”

The boneless tongue, so small and weak,

Can crush and kill, declared the Greek.

The tongue destroys a greater horde,

The Turks assert, than does the sword.

The Persian proverb wisely saith,

A lengthy tongue, an early death.

Or sometimes takes this instead,

Don’t let your tongue cut off your head.

The tongue can speak a word whose speed,

Say the Chinese, outstrips the steed.

While the Arab sages this impart,

The tongue’s great storehouse is the heart.

From Hebrew with the maxim sprung,

Though feet should slip, ne’er let the tongue.

The Sacred writer crowns the whole,

Who keeps his tongue doth keep his soul.

“Gossip is a little insect; it has neither legs nor wings; it is wholly made of tales, and most of them have stings”

“There is no substitute for brains, but silence does pretty well”

Much Talking

The tongue is an unruly member.  Being forked, it can bless or curse, speak the truth or lie.  One should not tell all he knows, but be sure he knows what he tells.  Some talk to say something; others, because they have something to say.  He is blessed who knows how to punctuate his conversation with periods.  Be not like the married man who summed life up this way:  ‘During courtship I talked and she listened.  The first year she talked and I listened.  Now, we both talk and the neighbors listen.’

There are many articles, poems and sayings about the tongue that show men all over have come to recognize its power for good or for evil.  However, they have not conquered it – nor have we conquered it.  

The Lord, too, has spoken out on this subject.  He has stripped it of its flattery and has shown it for what it really is; thus, the following study should be thought provoking.

The tongue when moving is ‘in production’ – its output determined by the foreman.  Many products of the tongue are evil and are listed in the scriptures, such as:

Flattery, Slander, Tale bearing, Whispering, Backbiting,

Lying, Gossiping, Corrupt communication, Filthy conversation

Notice some scriptures forbidding our having any part of these sins of the tongue.  What ‘evil speaking’ is spoken of and what is said about it?

1. Proverbs 28:23

2. Proverbs 10:18

3. Leviticus 19:16

4. Proverbs 11:13

5. Proverbs 17:9

6. Proverbs 18:8

7. Proverbs 26:20

8. I Peter 4:15

9. Ephesians 4:29

Tell what the tongue is called from the following scriptures.

10. Job 5:21

11. Jeremiah 9:8

12. James 3:5

13. James 3:6

14. James 3:8

The scriptures also tell us what the tongue can do, as these passages indicate:

15. It ____________________________ God.  James 3:9

16. It ____________________________ men.  James 3:9

17. It ___________________________ great things.  James 3:5

18. It devised _________________________.  Psalm 52:2

19. It _________________   _________________ among brethren.  Proverbs 6:19

20. It ____________________________up anger.  Proverbs 15:1

21. It ___________________________.  Jeremiah 18:18

22. It speaks ________________   _________________ words.  Jude 16

23. It controls the power of _________________ and ___________________.  Proverbs 18:21

Answer the following questions from the text.

24. To whom must our speech be acceptable?  Psalm 19:14.  

25. This being so (question 24), what is said in Ecclesiastes 5:2 about our speech?

26. Why should our words be few – even speaking to God?  Proverbs 10:19.

27. What is the reward for ‘keeping’ our mouth?  Proverbs 13:3.  How do we ‘keep’ our mouths?

28. What does speaking softly do?  When is it recommended?  How difficult is this?  Proverbs 15:1

“A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pitchers of silver.”  Proverbs 25:11

Conclusion:  Words can keep us out of heaven (Proverbs 13:3), but words alone cannot gain us heaven (I John 3:18).

Our Lips and Ears

If your lips would keep from slips,

Five things observe with care;

Of whom you speak, to whom you speak,

And how and when and where.

If you your ears would save from jeers,

Three things keep meekly hid:

Myself and I, and mine and my
And how I do and did.

Do I have “the law of kindness” in my tongue?

Do I pose as “an authority” on every question?

Do I think before I speak?

Do I try to dominate every conversation?

Am I sure that what I repeat is the truth?

Am I slow to speak and slow to anger?

Do I realize that talk is cheap?

How many times lately have I talked when I should have listened?

