The Christian’s Attitude Toward Authority (Part I)

Sunday, December 24, 2000

“Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake…”    I Peter 2:13

This lesson is adapted from Willard Conchin’s study guide SOME LESSONS WE SHOULD LEARN.  It is presented in two parts and will be reviewed on Wednesday and Sunday.

In every democratic society there must be a set of standards, determined to some extent by the citizens who want the best for that society.  On a smaller scale, there must be some rules set up by parents for their children, and by schools for the students.  At times we may grow tired of rules, regulations, and authority, but upon reflection, we realize that all these measures have been taken for the good of all, and that we should abide by them.

There are certain groups, though, who seem to defy anything that has become established as a rule.  They want to follow their way of thinking regardless of what it does to the law or to the law-abiding citizens.  If possible, they would overturn the governing bodies that in any way restrict them; they would break down the principles that bind a good society together; they would turn communities into lawlessness and destructiveness.  And where would they start?  They would surely start with the family by teaching children to break the rules that ‘bind’ them.  They would convince children that parents’ stipulations are too old-fashioned and too prohibitive in an educated and advancing society.  Why should you let parents boss you around and restrain your desires?  Far too many youths are captivated by this destructive philosophy.

Thus, a lesson on respect for authority may be needed, whether we are dealing with the laws which govern our nation, our state, or our community, whether it be respect for our fellowman, whether it be respect for our parent’s wishes, or whether it be respect for the Lord and His word.

PARENTAL AUTHORITY

1. What was the first commandment with promise, according to Exodus 20:12 and Ephesians 6:2?

2. What does Ephesians 6:1?

3. The writer of Proverbs had much to say about respect for authority, applicable to the parent-child relationship, as well as to the (Holy) Father-child relationship.  Read the following passages, make some notes and be prepared to discuss them.

4. Proverbs 1:8; 2:1,2,5; 6:1-2; 7:1-2; 24:21-22; 28:7

Although Jesus at the age of twelve knew much more about God and His plan to save souls than did Joseph or Mary.  He was ot arrogant toward them.  When they unknowingly left him in Jerusalem and found him three days later, Luke tells us that He went to Nazareth with them and was _______________to them (Lk. 2:51).  What a great lesson for children today!  They too may know more than their parents about some things, but such knowledge should not cause them to be disrespectful to their parents.  Most children discover later that their parents were not so ‘dull’ after all.

5. Disobedient and disrespectful children can bring a great stress and embarrassment upon their parents, as the following references indicate:

6. “A wise son makes a glad father, but a foolish son is the ____________ of his mother.”  Proverbs 10:1

7. Recall David’s sons.  Absalom expelled his father from the throne and made him live in the woods; Adonijah tried to take over David’s kingdom; Amnon raped his own sister Tamar.  Constant turmoil characterized David’s reign, it seems.

8. Eli’s sons were a disgrace to their father.  I Samuel 2:12 says they were sons of _______________; they knew not the ________________.

9. Even Samuel’s illustrious life was marred by the way his sons acted.  I Samuel 8:3 says, “And his sons walked not in his ways, but turned a side after __________________ and took ________________, and perverted ___________________.”  The terrible character of these sons caused the elders to request a king for Israel.

10. One cannot qualify to be an elder in the Lord’s church if his children are disrespectful.  Titus 1:6 says, “If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having _______________ children not accused of __________________ or _________________.”

For the most part, children are what they are taught to be, and that teaching must come from the parents.  The wickedness of Eli’s sons was not something they inherited; it was something they learned.  It appears that Eli was partly responsible for the evil in his sons because he did not discipline them, for I Samuel 3:13 says that they made themselves vile and “he restrained them not.”

If there is not authority in the home, there will be not order and no respect.  Parents must set some boundaries and draw some lines and children must be taught to observe these boundaries and lines.  The philosophy that a child must never be told no is utter foolishness.  It can only result in misery for both parent and child.  Hear Proverbs 29:17: “Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea he shall give delight unto they soul.”  Proverbs 23:13 says, “Withhold not ________________ from the child…” Proverbs 22:6 says, “___________ up a child in the way he should go; and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”  The parents must decide which way he should go and then get busy with training – they should go the same direction!

Many things made Abraham great; he left his native land when God called him; he build altars while sojourning in a strange land; he gave Isaac as an offering (almost); and he is known as the father of the faithful.  What other outstanding thing about this great man is found in Genesis 18:19?

Children should be grateful to their parents and respect their decisions.  Such honor will bring happiness while they are young and much satisfaction in later life.  We shall see respect for parental authority when parents become better acquainted with words such as teach, restrain, correct, and train, and when children know the meaning of honor and obey.

THE POWERS THAT BE

It was Jesus who said, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s” (Mark 12:17).  Laws are made for two reasons: to protect good people who would not violate the law anyway, and to restrict the wicked from doing evil things to their fellowmen.  After reading Romans 13:1-7, answer the following questions:

11. What does Paul say about “the powers that be”?

12. What does it mean to resist these powers?

13. To what kind of works are rulers a terror?

14. How can one have praise from these powers?

15. How is a ruler defined in verse 4?

16. When should one be afraid of the powers that be?

17. Verse 5 gives two reasons for being subject to governing powers.  What are they?

18. According to verse 6, what does respect for our government include?

19. What are four ‘dues’ given in verse7?

20. What is one of our responsibilities toward those in authority as is seen from I Timothy 2:1-2?

Peter also wrote some things pertaining to the Christian and his responsibilities to the governing powers.  Read I Peter 2:13-15.

21. Peter said, “____________ yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake.”

22. The ordinances may be given to punish the _________________, or to praise those who do _______________.

23. The Christian, by his “well doing”, helps put to ________________ the ignorance of foolish men.

Thought Questions

24. Should you pray for a ruler even if he is wicked?

25. Should you pray for a Republican leader if you are a Democrat?

26. Should you still pray for the powers that be when they make decisions you don’t like?

27. Suppose a leader says you must cease being a Christian.  What did the apostles say when they were told not to talk about Jesus? Acts 5:29

28. Both Paul and Peter were imprisoned for preaching the gospel.  Both suffered many things because of wicked rulers.  Yet both respected the powers of their time and insisted that Christians honor those rulers with their dues.

