The Christian’s Attitude Toward Authority (Part II)

Wednesday, December 27, 2000

“Cast your bread upon the waters, for you will find it after many days”   
Eccl. 11:1

In this lesson, we will continue our study or our attitude of respect toward authority. 

RESPECT FOR AGED AND OLDER  PEOPLE

Hear what God said to the Israelites in Leviticus 19:32: “Thou shall rise up before the hoardy head, and honor the face of the old man, and fear thy God: I am the Lord.”  Older people have much to offer if we will accept it: (1) they have knowledge that younger people may not have; (2) they have experience from which others can profit; (3) they have genuine, seasoned concern for their friends; (4) they have safe and wonderful advice for younger people; and (5) they have an abiding love and desire to help.

Maybe you have read Allen Dromgoole’s poem, “The Bridge Builder.”  It is a story about an old man traveling a lone highway and coming to a chasm, which he crossed without difficulty.  He then immediately stopped long enough to build a bridge across the chasm.  An onlooker told the old man that it was a waste of time to build a bridge over a stream he had just crossed.  The old man’s reply was –

There followeth after me today

A youth whose feet must pass this way.

This chasm that has been naught to me

To that fair-haired you may a pitfall be.

He, too, must cross in the twilight dim;

Good friend, I am building that bridge for him.
1. One of the biggest mistakes of Solomon’s son Rehoboam was his refusal to listen to the advice of the older people, who wanted him to lower their burdens and lessen their taxes.  After reading I Kings 12:8-11, tell whose advice he took.

Rehoboam’s acceptance of poor advice led to the division of the kingdom, a breach that was never mended, a wound that never healed.

The Lord has through the centuries made good use of older people.  When Caleb was in his eighties he was still very active in the Lord’s work.  His vitality is amazing.

2. What request did Caleb make when he was 85, according to Joshua 14:10-12?

3. What was his physical status at this time?

4. Who lived in that territory that Caleb requested?

5. From Deut. 2:10-11 tell what kind of people they were.

Paul also believed that older people were very valuable and useful in the Lord’s work, and he was to it that they were included in his writings.

6. What great works were designated to the aged women in Titus 2:4-5?

7. From Titus 2:2, tell what Paul expected of the aged men?

Elders in the Lord’s church are generally older men.  At least, they must not be novices, or new members.

8. What is their work, according to Acts 20:28?

9. From Hebrews 13:17, tell how we should regard those who rule over us in the Lord?

Sometimes older people in the church feel that they are being neglected, and no doubt many in some congregations are.  Make a list of things that older people might do for the Lord’s cause, even those who are infirm or unable to ‘get about’.

Now make a list of some things younger members might do to let older members know that the church is aware of them and appreciates them.

Finally, just remember this important truth:  If we live a few years longer, all of us who are not older people will be.  How do we want to be treated?

RESPECT FOR GOD’S WORD

Sincere believers in God have always stood in awe when they thought on the greatness of God and the power of His word, as the following scriptures show.

10. Psalm 4:3-4: “But know that the Lord hath set apart him that is godly for himself:  the Lord will hear when I call unto him.  Stan in __________________, and sin not; commune with our own heart upon your bed, and be still.”

11. Psalm 33:8: “Let all the earth _____________ the Lord; let the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him.”

12. Hebrews 4:13: “Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight; but ______  _______________ are _____________ and _______________ unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.”

13. Romans 14:11-12: “For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall ___________ to me, and every tongue shall ______________ to God.  So then every one of us shall _____________  _______________ of himself to God.”

14. From the scriptures below, complete the word or words that follow “God is.”

	Genesis 31:50
	Numbers 23:19

	Joshua 24:19
	II Samuel 22:33

	Job 36:5
	Psalm 46:1

	Psalm 50:6
	Psalm 54:4

	Psalm 59:9
	Psalm 62:7

	Psalm 74:12
	Matthew 3:9

	Acts 10:34
	I Corinthians 1:9

	Galatians 6:7
	Hebrews 12:29

	I John 1:5
	I John 4:8

	Hebrews 11:6


15. Each scripture below tells something about God’s word.  Give the gist of the thought contained therein.

	Hebrews 4:12
	

	Matthew 24:35
	

	Luke 4:4
	

	Hebrews 11:3
	

	Psalm 119:89
	

	Psalm 119:130
	

	Psalm 119:160
	

	James 1:21-22
	

	Proverbs 30:5
	

	Ephesians 6:17
	

	Jeremiah 23:29
	

	Psalm 119:105
	

	Psalm 119:140
	


These scriptures should impress us with the fact that when god speaks we should listen and obey.  Respect for God and His word will cause us to have respect for Him, for ourselves, and for our fellowmen.

Thought Questions

16. Do we adequately respect God’s word?  Dow we come right in during the reading of the Word if we arrive a bit late for classes or worship?

17. Are we reverent when the Word is being read in the Bible class?

18. Do we read the Bible often at home?

19. Do we let the Bible be our guide in daily life?

