The Christian’s Attitude Toward Time

Sunday, October 15, 2000

“Redeeming the time, because the days are evil” 


Ephesians 5:16 
Psalms 90:12 and 39:4 speak of numbering our days.  Moses in Psalm 90:10 indicates our average life span to be 70 years (threescore and ten).  Using this average, calculate how many days you have left.  Why did the Psalmist wish to number his day?

THE BREVITY OF TIME

Read the following passages.  List the metaphors given of our time/days.  Choose one example and explain it further. Job 9:25-26; 7:6-7; 14:1-2; Psalm 39:5; 90:10

How many chances do we get at ‘life’? Hebrews 9:27

Our days are numbered; our time is relatively short.  We must determine what to do with our time.  We can waste time or we can ‘redeem ‘ time (Ephesians 5:16).  What ways of wasting time are found in these passages?

Matt. 20:6; Proverbs 19:15; 23:21b; I Tim. 5:13; Hebrews 6:12; Romans 12:11; 2 Thess. 3:10

Acts 24:24-27; Proverbs 27:1; Hebrews 3:7-13; 

Proverbs 20:13

Matthew 6:25-34; Philippians 4:6-7

Romans 12:19

“Spend your time in nothing which you know must be repented of; in nothing on which you might not pray the blessing of God; in nothing which you could not review with a quiet conscience on your dying bed; in nothing which you might not safely and properly be found doing if death should surprise you in the act.”  (Baxter in Leaves of Gold)

Instead of wasting time, we should redeem it.  We should us it wisely.  Colossians 4:5 tells us to “Conduct ourselves with wisdom…making the most of the opportunity”

Complete this sentence (Note: there is no need for brevity).  Use the following passages for reference as you develop your own answer.  Hebrews 9:27; I Peter 4:3, James 4:14; Matt. 25:14-30; Mark 13:32; 1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Peter 3:10

We should refrain from wasting time because _______

What are some ways we can redeem time and use it wisely?

2 Timothy 2:15

Galatians 6:10

1 Timothy 5:8

1 Thessalonians 5:17

2 Corinthians 13:5

Luke 15:1-7

Ephesians 6:4; Proverbs 22:6

“I DON’T HAVE TIME”  

If the doctor told us to stay in bed one hour a day or we would die in three months, do you suppose we could find time to do it?  If we were told that unless we exercised our eyes thirty minutes by reading twice a day or we would go blind, would we find the time?  The, what about spiritual matters?  What are we instructed in Matthew 6:33?

Will a man rob God?  Someone has said that in the average life of 70 years the time would be used somewhat as follows: 3 years would be spend in education, 8 years in amusements, 6 years at the dinner table, 5 years in transportation, 4 years in conversation, 14 years in work, 3 years in reading, 24 years in sleeping and 3 years in convalescence.  But, how much time does man give to God?  If he went to a 45-minute service every Sunday, and prayed for five minutes every morning and evening, he would be giving FIVE MONTHS to God ---- five months out of 70 years.

TOMORROW

Tomorrow is the fool’s day?  Why did Jesus call the man in Luke 12:16-21 a fool?  What did he do that was foolish?

Make haste nor wait the coming hours:

He who is unready today will be more so tomorrow.

---------------- Ovid

1. What about the letter I was going to write to _____________?   Now it’s been so long, I’m ashamed to write.

2. And what about the Thank You note I was going to write to _____________.  She has been so thoughtful of me.  Has it really been six months?

3. What ever happened to that day I was going to begin reading the Bible everyday?

4. And what about that tomorrow I was going to visit grandmother?  She will not be with us long.

There are many more we can add to this list.  And let’s do just that.  Add your own “problem of tomorrow” to this list and determine exactly when you’ll complete it. 

Time Past

Phillipians 3:13

Time Future

James 4:14

Time Present

Matthew 6:33-34; John 9:4

“You cannot kill time without injuring eternity”   --  Henry David Thoreau

He was going to be all that a mortal should be Tomorrow.

No one would be better than he Tomorrow.

Each morning he stacked up the letters he’d write Tomorrow.

It was too bad indeed he was too busy to see Bill, but he promised to do it Tomorrow.

The greatest of workers this man would have been Tomorrow.

The world would have known him had he ever seen Tomorrow.

But the fact is he died and faded from view, and all that was left when living was through

Was a mountain of things he intended to do Tomorrow.

Benjamin Franklin once said, “Dost thou love life?, then do not 

squander time, for that is the stuff life is made of.”

