The Christian’s Attitude Toward Prayer

Wednesday, October 19, 2000

“You have not, because you ask not” 

 

James 4:2

“…casting all your cares upon him, for He cares for you”

I Peter 5:7

At the outset of this lesson, please understand that we cannot possibly discuss prayer in its entirety.  We will address prayer as the title suggests – our attitude toward prayer.

What is Prayer?  

It is not

1. An Aladdin’s lamp

2. A fire escape, storm cellar, or emergency exit

3. Merely a duty

4. Unexpressed desire

5. A wish

6. A debate with God (to persuade)

7. A sermon

8. A substitute for obedience

Meditate on the list above and be ready to discuss in class.

It is

From the following passages, answer the question “What is Prayer” with a positive view.

Romans 10:1; Luke 18:13

I John 3:22; John 14:13; I Samuel 1:13

Add other passages/answers you feel answer this question.

One author’s thoughts defining prayer.

Prayer is Spiritual Combat

It is the battleground upon which man must conquer his own will and surrender himself completely and unreservedly to the master of men.  It has been said that Jesus won His victory, not on Calvary where He suffered for the race, not on that first day of the week when He rose from the grave, but in Gethsemane’s garden, where He was able to pray.



“ O My Father…. not as I will, but as thou will?  
Matthew 26:39-41



Comment on the preparation of our hearts for prayer and the battle won in being ready to pray.  

When should one Pray?

Read and Answer.

I Thessalonians 5:17; Colossians 4:2; Romans 12:12; Luke 18:1-4

What is the practical application to your answer above?  (Note: Luke 11:1)

God Really Answers Prayers

Some have said that God answers prayers in five different ways.  Determine these ways from the verses presented.

James 5:17

Matthew 26:39,42,44; Hebrews 5:7

Jeremiah 42:4,7

II Corinthians 12:7-9

I Kings 3:11-13; Ephesians 3:20

Hindrances to Acceptable Prayer

“Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honor unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.”

What hindrances are found in these passages?

Psalm 66:18; Isaiah 59:1-2

Proverbs 28:9

James 4:3

Ezekiel 14:1-5

I Peter 3:7

Matthew 6:14-15

Proverbs 21:13

James 1:5-8

Thought Question

If an individual prays to God in a period of deep affliction, and God in His infinite will does not answer in the affirmative, if the individual then denies the existence of God, did he really pray in the first place?

Prayer is not conquering God’s reluctance, but laying hold on His willingness

