The Christian’s Attitude Toward Love

Sunday, October 29, 2000

	“Love never fails.”
	
	     I Corinthians 13:8

	“For God so loved the world… ” 
	           
	John 3:16

	“Forbearing one another in love”
	
	Ephesians 4:2


A beggar at a street corner, with bony hands and pallid lips, asked alms.  The passerby searched his pockets and found that he was without money.  Then he took the beggar’s hand in his and said, “I’m sorry, my brother, but I have nothing with me.”  The worn face lighted up, and the beggar said, “ But you called me brother --- that is a great gift.”  That is what mankind needs most of all – a love that extends the heart to another and calls him brother.  

Define LOVE in ten words or less.  Be thorough and complete.

1. LOVE is essential to Christianity

What did Jesus say regarding love when answering the ‘testing’ lawyer’s question found in Matthew 22:36?  Read this passage and meditate on it – seeking a true understanding of Christ’s message.  

Can any law of God be fulfilled without love? Explain.

2. Our LOVE touches all those around us.  Toward whom is our love directed in the following passages?  

I John 4:19; 

Matthew 22:39; 

I Peter 2:17; 

I John 5:2;

Matthew 5:44.

Who, if anyone, is left out?  

There is a trail of love from heaven to the lost sinner and that trail passes through us.  It is our responsibility to maintain that open avenue – to allow God’s love to pass through us into the hearts of those around us who have never known God’s love.  

Follow this trail of love, think on these things, and be prepared to discuss in class.

“For God is love” – I John 4:8

“In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him” – I John 4:9

“Greater love has no one than to lay down one’s life for his friends” – John 15:13

“By this we know love, because He lay down his life for us”  -- I John 3:16

“If we love on another, God abides in us, and his love has been perfected in us” – I John 4:12

“Love has been perfected among us…because as He is, so are we in this world”  -- I John 4:17

Can you add any passages to this chain?  Please share them with the class.

3. LOVE has no substitutes.

Without love, Paul indicates we are nothing and will profit nothing.  For love, there are no substitutes.  Read I Corinthians 13.  From verses 1-3, list those things that will not by themselves substitute for love. 

 Beneficial Powers of LOVE.

4. Love is the quality that makes us more like God.  “For God is love.”  This being true, then “He that loveth not, ____________________”  I John 4:8

5. Live is reciprocal.  A little girl was asked how it is that everybody loves her.  “I don’t know,” she said, “unless it is because I love everybody.”  She was probably exactly right!   How does love beget love?  I John 4:19

6. Love is understanding.  Read Proverbs 10:12, I Peter 4:8 and Ephesians 4:2.  What do these passages teach regarding love?

7. Love makes us joyful.   Where does love abide?  Some think love can be found in the realm of things, but love is truly found in the realm of the heart – and it is there that the sweetest joys are found in loving and being loved.  It is man’s nature to love, for he was created in the image of God, who is love.  Can a hating person be happy?   Explain.   

8. Love is active.  Read Matthew 5:43-44.  Jesus directs us to love our enemies, and then proceeds to tell us how to love them.  What does he say to do?  Explain how love is more than mere feelings.

There is no time for hate, O wasteful friend,

Put hate away until the ages end.

Have you an ancient wound?  Forget the wrong –

Change the bitter to sweet; make life a song!





--- Adapted, Edwin Markham

The finality of this lesson (regarding our attitude toward love) I believe is found in I John 4:11.

“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another”

