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“A friend loves at all times…”

Proverbs 17:17

     God instilled in each and every one of us a need for companionship and a desire to share experiences with others.  Jesus himself had this desire to spend time with those whose company he enjoyed.  So we know that it is perfectly natural and healthy to want to have friendships and to grow close to others at this time in our lives.

     In many ways, this time in your life right now is one of the most important times because it is now that many of you are beginning to spend more time away from your parents than ever before.  It is now that you are having the opportunity to reach out to others and are developing habits and attitudes that will stay with you the rest of your lives.

     It is the wise young lady who seeks the advise or counsel of older and mature individuals when embarking upon new stages in her life and when making decisions that will greatly impact our lives.  Having friends is one of those areas that deserves serious consideration and I believe that each of us will benefit greatly from our seeking godly advice when it comes to:

Needing & Finding Friends

Making and Choosing Friends 

Keeping and Being A Friend

      These are the topics that we have chosen to discuss with you over the next few days during your camp devotional time.   For each of these topics, we will be looking to God’s Word in order to help us to grow in spirit and to help us develop the right kinds of friendships that would show others that God abides in us.  

 Needing and Finding Friends

I am also very interested in hearing your thoughts, ideas, and any comments that you think might help us grow in our knowledge as young Christian ladies striving to have healthy friendships. 

Look at the list below at the qualities you might like in a friend.  Be honest and check the ones that you have looked for when looking for a friend in the past.  Or, check the ones that you think are important when you think about finding a friend that would be the “perfect friend”.

___
Christian

___
Popular at school or at church

___
Has money to go places

___
Makes me laugh

___
Thinks I’m funny

___
Is easy to talk to

___
Dresses the same way I do

___
Likes the same things I do

___
Dependable

___
Loyal, Faithful

___
Keeps good secrets

___
Good dresser

___
Athletic

___
Likes the same music I do

___
Smart

___
Pretty

___
Invites me to go and do neat things 

Now let’s consider what God has to say about finding& making friends:

Proverbs 1:8-9

“My son, hear the instruction of your father, and do not forsake the law of your mother; for they will be a graceful ornament on your head and chains about your neck.

Proverbs 11:14

“Where there is no counsel, the people fall; but in the multitude of counselors, there is safety.”

Proverbs 11:20

“Listen to counsel and receive instruction, that you may be wise in your latter days.”

James 1:5

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally…and it will be given to him.”

Things to add to our list of things to look for in a friend:
___
Is Honest

___
Gets along well with my other friends

___
Shares her things

___
Listens well

___
Loves God

___
Obeys Parents

___
Doesn’t tell others’ secrets

___
Doesn’t talk about others

___
Tells others about God

___
Is someone my parents enjoy having over

Quote 1:

"A friend is a person with whom I may be sincere. Before him, I may think aloud."

~Ralph Waldo Emerson~

Quotation 2:

"A Brother may not be a Friend,

but a Friend will always be a Brother."

~Benjamin Franklin~

Friendship Quote 3:

"A friend brings out the best in you."

~Larry Ramirez~ 

Quote 4:

"Be a Friend to thyself, and others will be so too."

~Thomas Fuller~

Quotation 5:

"A friend is a second self."

~Aristotle~

Quote 6:

"My foul-weathered friend."

~Winston Churchill~

Quote 7:

"The only way to have a friend is to be one."

~Ralph Waldo Emerson~

Quote 8:

"Your friend is the man who knows all about you, and still likes you."

~Elbert Hubbard~

Quote 9:

"A friend in need is a friend indeed."

~John Ray~

   Psalms 1:1
          “Blessed is the man that walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,

             nor stands in the seat of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the

            scornful; But his  delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His

            law he meditates day and night.”

  1 Corinthians 15:33
   “Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good habits.”

  Proverbs 24:1
    “Do not be envious of evil men, nor desire to be with them; For their

      heart devises violence, and their lips talk of troublemaking.

  Proverbs 4:14
       “Do not enter the path of the wicked, and do not walk in the way of

         evil.  Avoid it, do not travel on it; Turn away from it and pass on.

  Proverbs 3:1-7

· “My son, do not forget my law, but let your heart keep my

       commands;  For length of days and long life and peace they 

      will add to you.

· Let not mercy and truth forsake you; Bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart, and so find favor and high esteem in the sight of God and man. 

· Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.  

· Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord and depart from

     evil.  It will be health to your flesh, and strength to your bones.”

   Proverbs 2:1-5
· “My son, if you receive my words and treasure my commands

       within you…If you seek wisdom as silver and search for her as for

      hidden treasures, then you will understand the fear of the Lord and

     find the knowledge of God.”

Choosing and Making Friends:
The final decision of who you choose to be friends with will be made by you.  Your parents can give you good advice and counsel you, and you can learn in Bible classes, like this one, that you need to make those decisions based on what God has told you is best for you.  But it is when you actually decide, day to day, who to hang around with at school or who to call and invite to go places with, that the actual decision of who you choose to have as your friends, will be made.

· I want to encourage each and every one of you to place the Bible verses that we have studied today in a place where you can see and read them regularly. (Like on the inside of your closet door or on the back of your bedroom or bathroom door).

· God has promised you that He will direct your paths if you trust in His ways when you are making decisions every day, instead of just doing what you or your friends think is best.

· Don’t Wait!!   As we have read, the writer of Proverbs has said that if you start now, while you are young, you will develop good praying habits that will be with you your whole life.

· Begin today!  Decide to start talking to God today and everyday.  Choose a private place where you and God can be alone and pray out loud to Him.  God wants to hear your every care and concern. He is there to help you, not only in making good decisions about your friends, but in every step you take as you grow up as a young Christian lady.   

· This can be your first step in following the counsel of what God has instructed for young people.  Then once you start, never stop!!  Continue always, through your whole life, to consult and ask God before making any decisions in your life, whether in things that are great or small. 

· As God has promised, if you do this, you will find favor and high esteem in the sight of God and man.  This means that God has promised that if you are seeking Him, you will favor in the eyes of your friends.  And, more importantly, God will be pleased with you and the friends you have chosen. 

Keeping and Being a Friend:

Proverbs 17:17

“A friend loves at all times…”

