

Preparing For Class:



	This study is designed to give you a better working knowledge of the books of James, I Peter and II Peter as an in-depth study of practical Christian living.  This means that you’ll need to spend some time reading and re-reading the assigned passage and related passages in preparation for class.

	How much time should you allow?  Understand that the bulk of the learning isn’t going to come during the class, but on your own in preparation for the class.  With that in mind, try to allow about forty-five minutes to an hour.  (A good time for many people is Saturday morning early for the Sunday class and Tuesday evening to prepare for the Wednesday class.)

	When I was a trumpet player in college, my instructor made me practice each passage slowly and accurately before letting me go faster.  His point was that our brains will recite back only what we put into them, so if we go slowly and carefully at first, we’ll have accurate recall, rather than sloppy recall of hurried input.  I’m convinced that’s what God meant when He told us through Paul to “rightly [accurately] divide the word of truth.”{2 Timothy 2:15}.  Take your time.  Treat each passage with the respect that it deserves, and you’ll glean new insights.





Materials Needed:

Bible, preferably New King James or other good translation

Class Materials

Concordance (Strong’s preferred, but Cruden’s also good)





Recommended Procedure:



	First, pray.  It’ll help you put your mind where it needs to be.

	Second, read the assigned passage once through for overall meaning and ideas.  This will take about 10-15 minutes.  Tempting though it will be, don’t skip this step.  It’s very important.

	Third, with your Bible open at the passage, read the question, then re-read the passage.  Answer the question in a discussion format, rather than with one or two words.  You’ll note that there will be no “fill in the blanks” and very few one-word answers to the questions.  Long answers are good, and remember, you will be called upon in class.

	Fourth, use the concordance!  Try to come up with at least one “related” passage to your answer; you’ll find that it will greatly improve your knowledge of the subject at hand and your overall grasp of the scripture.
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A Comparison Between The Book of James and The Sermon on the Mount
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�Lesson 1: The Purpose of Tests and the Source of Temptations - James 1



Why would a book addressed to Jewish Christians be applicable to us?





Verses 2 & 3 sound like a contradiction from other scriptural teaching about trials.  Explain.





What does the “patience” and “being perfect and complete” (v4) have to do with the trials discussed in vs 2 &3?





Explain verses 5-8.





Verses 9-11 seem out of place in talking about trials and temptations.  Explain the contrast given.





Verse 12 calls the one who endures temptation blessed, because of the promised crown of life, yet we’re told in verse 13 that God can’t be tempted and doesn’t temp anyone.  Explain.





Verses 14-15 actually explain verses 12-13 well.  What actually happens to all Christians?





Verse 16 gives the best advice for Christian living.  What’s the answer?  List 2 supporting passages.





Verses 17 & 18 tells us what we use to fight temptation.  List 3 examples of armor that God gives us.





Describe a possible situation that we run across that’s being discussed in verses 19-20.





List two passages describing man’s anger and two describing God’s.  What’s the difference?





Describe some of the everyday, seemingly innocent things, that make up the “filthiness and overflow of wickedness” (verse 21) described here- things that have crept into our lives.





Describe the actions of a person that hears, agrees and forgets versus one that hears, agrees and does.  Name at least two characters of the Bible that have done this.





Describe what is meant by verse 25.  What’s required to happen first?  Second?





Verse 26 refers back to verse 19.  What penalty do we pay for violation of this?  Explain.





Verse 27 is a much mis-quoted scripture.  What context is being discussed here and what is commanded?



�Lesson 2: Faith Removes Discrimination - James 2



What is it that we aren’t to hold with partiality- and what strong lesson does that tell us?





Verses 2-3 are given as a good example to us.  What other examples can you think of?





Explain how we’re guilty of doing what’s described in verses 4 &5.





Verses 6 & 7 talk about how the rich oppress man and defy God.  Describe how they still do it today.





Verses 8 & 9 bring a new twist to the command given in Leviticus 19:18.  What?





Verses 10-12 make a good point for those interested in Christian living.  What?





Why does verse 13 talk about mercy triumphing over judgment– and what did Jesus say elsewhere about this?





Verse 14 asks a question.  Why is the answer “no”?  (Give supporting scripture.)





How do verses 15-16 relate to James 1:27 and what did Jesus say about this same subject? (give scripture)





What kind of “works” are being talked about in verse 17 and what is meant by “is dead”?





Verse 18 shows how they work together.  Describe it.





A key teaching is made in verse 19.  Describe the implications.





Why does he repeat himself in verse 20?





Why does he use the example of Abraham in verses 21-22 and what does it mean that he was “justified by works”?





Abraham’s actions “accounted to him for righteousness.”  Why would this cause him to be called “the friend of God”?





Verse 24 says we have to have both.  Which is more important, and why?





Why would Rahab the harlot be cited in verse 25?  What had she witnessed to give her such an active faith?





Verse 26 gives an interesting contrast.  What is it?

�Lesson 3: Faith Controls The Tongue; Faith Produces Wisdom - James 3



What does it mean that teachers shall receive a “stricter judgment”?





What good point is made in verse 2 about the weaknesses that teachers and others have?





What examples are used in verses 3-7, and what is the overall message behind these examples?







Why is the tongue untamable, an unruly evil, full of deadly poison (verse 8)?





That being the case, what is the answer?





What examples are used in 10-12, and what’s the message in these examples?





Give two examples of “the meekness of wisdom” described in verse 13.





How does one commit the sin described in verse 14?





Why would the word “sensual” be used with “earthly” and “demonic” in verse 15?





What makes envy and self-seeking described in verse 16 such contemptible sins?





Describe in different words the progression listed in verse 17.







Give an example of how what’s described in verse 18 happens.



�Lesson 4: Faith Produces Humility and Dependence on God - James 4



Verses 1-3 are strong condemnation of any kind of wars, fights or even small disagreements between Christians.  Without using the words of James, what’s at the source of all of this?





Verse 2 condemns coveting, lusting, murder.  Describe two scenarios where someone is lusting or coveting after something in a sinful manner vs. another scenario where someone desires something in a Christ-like manner.





Verses 4-6 show us explicitly what happens when we embrace even the smallest “trace” amounts of worldly influence.  Even a small amount of earthly friendship, according to this, causes us to be enemies with God.  Give four examples of minor worldly influence on Christians today:







God always provides the cures for our Sin!  According to verses 7-10, we have to take some drastic steps.  List them:











Verses 11-12 talk about our speech about one another.  What’s wrong with speaking evil, according to this?





Find a Gospel account where Jesus condemns speaking evil, and tell what He says about it.





Verses 13-17 describe the Christian who has forgotten their dependence on God.  How so?





In what ways is verse 14 especially true?





Verses 15 & 16 describe the proper way to speak of the future- as well as those who “boast in arrogance.”  What does it mean to “boast in arrogance”?





What passage does James 4:17 bring to your mind?



�Lesson 5: Faith Awaits Christ’s Return; Faith Helps Those in Need - James 5



James 4:13-17 describe a need to be constantly dependent upon God.  What are the rich dependent upon?





What does verse 3 mean by “their corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh like fire”?





How are most rich people as described in verse 4?





Give examples of how the rich today live as is described in verses 5 &6.







What does 5:1 say that they should be doing, and why?





In 7-8 we see the example of the patient farmer– but what does “establish your hearts” mean?





What does it mean to “grumble against one another” and how are we guilty?





Verses 10-11 give a great example.  Using your Old Testament, give two more, with supporting scripture.





Explain how we’re guilty of violating the command of Matthew 5:34-37 as described in verse 12.





Verses 13-15 give us great practical advice.  What?







Why should Christians confess trespasses to each other?  Doesn’t that tear us down in each other’s sight?





What’s the “condition” of the one praying described about prayer in verses 16-18. (What’s the “key word”?)





What great promise is given in verses 19-20?



�Lesson 6: Holiness– Past, Present & Future - I Peter 1



Describe something new you got from reading the first two verses.





Explain verses 3-5.





As in James 1, Peter brings up trials in verses 6 & 7.  What insights do you glean from these verses?





What is it about verses 8 &9 that makes our belief in Jesus so powerful?





What specifically did the prophets ask about and “search diligently” for?





Why, do you suppose, God didn’t reveal it to them?





According to verse 12, who else desired to know these things, and what does that tell you?





Verses 13-15 uses this great knowledge that we have as a launching platform to command holiness.  How?





Verse 16 says why.  Put into your own words the power of this simple statement from Lev 11:44 & 45.





Verse 17 says we conduct ourselves throughout the time of sojourning “with fear”.  What does he mean?





Verses 18 & 19 explain the price that was paid for our “aimless conduct.”  Explain.





Explain verses 20-21.





According to verse 22, how does a Christian purify their soul?





What’s the next step, and why?





What does it mean to be “born again.. through the word of God which lives and abides forever”?





Why the quotation from Isaiah 40:6-8?





�Lesson 7: Offering Up Spiritual Sacrifices & Submitting to Authority - I Peter 2



Great analogy in verses 1-3, a wonderful explanation of being born again.  Explain it.





Verses 4-8 contrast us as living stones with Jesus as the chief cornerstone.  Give two examples of how Jesus is the chief cornerstone and we the smaller stones.







According to verse 8, Jesus makes the world to stumble.  How and why does this happen?





Verses 9 & 10 are so powerful!  List what we’re called, and explain each  one:







Why would our being “pilgrims” and “sojourners” help our conduct to be “honorable among the gentiles”?





Verses 13-17 offer what may seem strange commandments.  Why aren’t they all that strange?





Verses 18-20 are easy to read, but hard to practice.  Explain the implications of the commands in detail.









Verses 21-23 remind us again of Jesus’s example.  What makes His example so powerful to us today?





According to verse 24, what had Jesus done?





What picture of Jesus is lastly painted for us by Peter in verse 25?

�Lesson 8: Christ-Like Submission & Suffering - I Peter 3



We’ve just seen the example of sinless Jesus Christ in total submission to ungodly men in chapter 2.  This chapter begins by saying “likewise wives, be submissive” to believing husbands, then points out that wives must even obey unbelieving husbands.  What lessons do we glean from these first two verses about the real role of the Christian?  What real purpose does God have for us?







Verses 3-6 explain real Christ-like beauty.  Describe it in your own words.





Read verse 7.  What stands out in your mind here?





Thought question: what one thing do you think that Christian men must provide their wife & children?





Read verses 8 & 9.  Describe a “good” and a “better” situation using this scripture.





Verses 10-12 quote from Psalms.  Give another passage that comes to your mind.





What’s the answer to the question asked in verses 13 & 14?





How does one become always ready to give a defense?  Explain the process involved.





Verse 16 gives a second clue, as well.  What happens?





Explain verses 17-18.





What period is being discussed in verses 19-20, and why is this example used?





What are the parallels between Noah and Christians, and what’s the lesson for Christian living?





What’s the parallel between Jesus’s resurrection and baptism?





Describe who is currently in subjection to Jesus, according to verse 22.





Contrast this with teachings of mainstream “Protestant” Christianity.



�Lesson 9: Suffering As A Christian– “Glorify God in this matter” - I Peter 4



What does it mean for us to arm ourselves “with the same mind”?





How do we cease from sin and cease from living “the lusts of men” as described in verses 1 & 2?





How do the “will of the Gentiles” parallel those we see around us today?





Why do you suppose that they “speak evil” of us, as described in verse 4?  What can we do about it?





According to verses 5 & 6, why is the Gospel preached to these?  Why isn’t this callous, ungodly treatment?





Verse 7 was written almost 2,000 years ago.  How can it be accurate?





What’s the “top command” given in verse 8, and why?





Tie the thoughts of verses 9 & 10 together.





What level of service does God expect from all of his servants, according to verse 11?





Verses 12-14 seem identical to James 1.  What great lessons are common to both?









Why should being a “busybody” be listed with “murderer, thief, evildoer”?  What is it about being a “busybody” that makes it so serious?







Verses  16-18 bring up a key point as to why we must face ridicule and trial.  Explain it.







How does one go about doing as is commanded in verse 19?

�Lesson 10: Commands to Elders & Saints For Humility - I Peter 5



Peter exhorts his “fellow elders” in verse 1.  What does this tell you about Peter, the man?





What does he command the elders in verses 2-4, and what will be theirs in return?





Verse 5 gives a command, verse 6 gives a promise.  What are they?





Explain to what extent we follow the command in verse 7.





How does one go about today obeying the commands in verses 8 & 9?







Describe the four words used at the end of verse 10, and explain each.





Verse 10 says “after you have suffered a while.”  What does that mean?





Explain the terms “glory” and “dominion” as used in verse 11.





What do verses 12-14 tell you about Peter’s relationship with those he was addressing?



�Lesson 11: Christian Growth Means Bearing Fruit - II Peter 1



Written shortly before Peter’s death, thought to be about 64-66, this book was written to help Christians face problems from within, rather than I Peter, which focuses on problems from without.  Compare the audience of this epistle with I Peter, and what do you think would make this different?





What does he remind them of in verses 3 & 4?





Verses 5-8 command a series of Christian attributes.  List each one and explain how each “builds” on the other.





Compare verse 9 to James 1:22-24.





What is meant by “calling and election” in verse 10?





What is Peter alluding to in verses 12-14?





What word stands out in your mind in verse 15?





Why would some today say that the Bible is made up of “fables” as is described here?





What’s the fallacy of statements like these?





What did Peter say that he instead did in verse 16?





Retell the story of the transfiguration from one of the Gospel accounts and compare it to what is said here.





Verse 19 describes the Gospel as a “light that shines in a dark place.”  Where else is this statement found?





Describe what is said about “prophesy of Scripture” and contrast it with the world’s view.



�Lesson 12: Identifying False Teachers & False Teaching - II Peter 2



II Peter 1:19-20 talks about interpretation of the scripture.  Why is this a good leading thought into 2:1-3?





According to this passage, what’s the motivation of the false teachers?  What’s the method?





What three groups are singled out in verses 4-6, and what did they have in common?





What important point is made in verses 7-9?  What other fresh ideas do you get from this passage?





Verses 10-20 are a lengthy description of false teachers.  What does verse 10 say they do?





What contrast is given between verses 10 & 11?





Why would false teachers be called “natural brute beasts”?





What do verses 13 & 14 say about their wages and their spiritual condition?





Why are they compared to Balaam in verses 15 & 16?





Why the descriptions in verse 17?





According to verses 18 & 19, what method do they use?





Why is “the latter end” worse than the beginning for them?





Verses 21-22 describe a filthy condition.  Why is it as despicable as it sounds?



�Lesson 13: The Last Days & The Final “Day of the Lord” - II Peter 3



What was Peter’s goal in writing I & II Peter, according to verse 1 & 2?





What were the “scoffers” saying about God’s promises?





What about today?  What words are used today by scoffers?





Peter brings up several good points in verses 5-7.  What’s his message?





Explain verse 8.





What makes verse 9 so comforting, yet so terrifying?





Describe what will happen when the end of the ages come (verse 10).





Contrast this passage with the teachings of those who believe in “The Rapture” and the 1000-year reign.





According to verses 11 & 12, what should this remind us to do, and why?





What will the “new heavens and new earth” be like, according to verse 13 (and other passages)?





What does it mean to “be diligent to be found by Him in peace”?  How do we do this?





Explain how “the long-suffering of our Lord is salvation”.  How can this be?





In his mention of Paul and his writings in verses 15-16, what does this say about Paul as an inspired Apostle and the authority of his writings as scripture?





Contrast those who twist Paul’s writings (verse 16) with those who do so today.





Verse 17 is a final warning about false teachers.  What is the contrast in verse 18?

�Lesson 14: The Charge to Timothy: “Wage the Good Warfare” - I Timothy 1



Read verses 3 & 4.  Why did he want Timothy to remain in Ephesus?





Give three examples of the kinds of teachings we may hear today that are forbidden.  For example, divorce.





What are “fables and endless genealogies” described in verse 4?





Describe “love from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from sincere faith.”





How does one turn aside from this to idle talk, and how do we avoid doing this?





What is meant by “the law”, and list four of the sins described here.





Read verses 12-13.  Why was Paul thankful?





How were Paul’s sins different from ours or the ones listed in verses 9-10?





Many “Christians” today teach that Paul is at odds with Christ’s teachings.  Contrast this with verses 14-17.







What’s the “pattern” described in verse 16, and how does it apply to us?





Read 18-20.  What “charge” does Paul commit to Timothy, and what does this mean?





How does one reject “faith and a good 
conscience
”?





Explain verse 20.



�Lesson 15: Prayer in Public Worship - I Timothy 2



List the four types of prayers described in verse 1 and define each.







How is verse 2 appropriate to us?





What is meant by verses 3-4?





What four things is Jesus called in verse 5?  Define each.







What does it mean that Jesus “gave Himself a ransom for all”?  (How did His death fill this role?)





What does it mean that Jesus was “testified in due time?”





Why would Paul use such strong words in verse 7?





Read verses 8-10.  First, describe the roles that God gave both men and women.  Second, show why each command is also appropriate to the opposite sex and isn’t limited!.  Third, see if you can describe the deeper meaning of the passage, i.e., why the Holy Spirit would contrast modesty with good works.  Fourth, discuss modesty in all of its forms, including (but not limited to) clothing which gives the wrong sexual messages.  

















Continuing the thought, read verses 11-15.  List 2 or more parallel passages to this and discuss the implications of what is being taught from both the world’s and the Christian’s perspective.  Think!



�Lesson 16: Qualifications of Elders & Deacons; Conduct of Christian - I Timothy 3



Discuss the implications of verse 1 from a long-term perspective.





List the qualifications of a bishop, or elder.  Describe each.





















List the qualifications of a deacon.  Describe each.





















Describe the four things that the Church is called in verse 15.











List the six things described in verse 16 and describe each.





�Lesson 17: False Teachers Vs. The True Teacher; “Do Not Neglect the Gift” - I Timothy 4



Read verses 1-5.  What system of religious belief comes to your mind, and why?







How does one go about “giving heed to 
deceiving
 spirits and doctrines of demons” today?





With that it mind, what do we glean from verses 4 &5 in light of what the world teaches today?





Read verses 6-10.  What new thought did you glean from this passage?





Describe the process of “nourishment” from verse 6.





Contrast physical exercise with spiritual exercise.  Give five examples of each.







Give a parallel passage to verses 9-10.





Read verses 11-16.  What’s the difference between “command” and “teach” and why the emphasis?





How would one “despise” Timothy?  What would cause this?







What six things did he tell Timothy to be by way of example.  Give examples of how we can do each.













What is commanded in verse 13, and what’s so important about these?





To what is Paul referring in verse 14, and how does that differ from today?  How do we know this?





Strong words in verse 15.  How does one do this in today’s hectic world?





How can we put the commands of verse 16 into practice?

�Lesson 18: How To Treat All People - I Timothy 5



What’s the difference between a “rebuke” and an exhortation, and why the command here?





What do verses 1 & 2 tell us about the way we treat our fellow Christians?  What does this imply?





Verses 3-16 describe the qualifications for supporting a widow from the Church treasury as well as commands to all widows in the church.  Outline these verses below and be ready to discuss each command.





























Read verses 17-19.  What is being commanded in verse 17?





What Old Testament examples are given, and why?





What’s so important about the command in verse 19?





Contrast verse 20 with verses 1&2.





Describe how any of us can be guilty of what’s described in verse 21.





What two things are being warned against in verse 22?





Is verse 23 a command to Christians or to Timothy?  Prove your answer.





Describe a sin that’s evident now and describe one of the sins that “follow later.”





Give an example of something you’ve observed that ties into verse 25.

�Lesson 19: “Godliness with contentment is great gain” - I Timothy 6




Read verses 1 & 2.  What are employees of unbelievers commanded?  Employees of believers?








Read verses 3-5.  What
’s the result of pride?











Read 6-10.  Describe at least five teachings you glean from this passage, making application.

















Describe the contrast given in verse 11.








Read 12-16.  So much is 
taught in 12 & 13!
  What is the 
“good confession
” descr
ibed?  What other urgencies are described with it, and why the urgings?











What is again taught about Jesus
’s appearing?








Define the three things that Jesus is called in verse 15.








What does Paul point out about Jesus in verse 16?








Read 17-19.  First, what are the 
physically rich not to do?











Secondly, what are the physically rich to do, and why?












Verses 20-21 show that some of our own number can (
whether on purpose or through ignorance) teach falsely.
  What was Timothy commanded to do to counter this, and how do we go about doing this?



�Lesson 20: The Responsibility of the Christian to Uphold the Faith - II Timothy 1:1-2:13




Writing from a Roman prison within a few months or weeks before his death
, Paul writes a very uplifting book.  How could he do this?








Verses 3-7 talk about joy, 
remembrance
 of faith and a lack of fear.  Draw 
out the key phrases.
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Why wasn
’t Paul ashamed for the abuse he suffered at 
the hands of such evil men?








Read 
13-18.  
How does a Christian go about holding fast 
“
a pattern of sound words
”
 
“in faith in love
”?








T
he 
“charismatics
”
 would say that verse 14 prove
s a miraculous indwelling
 of the Holy Spirit.  Why not?








Verses 15-18 bring out a great point that Tim had in his August 13th sermon: that some Christians forsake Jesus, fearing things they shouldn
’t fear, forgetting that the Lord is with them.  First, what did
 Paul say about those in Asia?  
Second, what did he say about Onesiphorus?
  Third, w
hat did Paul pray for regarding Onesiphorus?  
Fourth, w
hat did Jesus
 have to say about such actions in other accounts?












With that in mind, what does Paul command Timothy in 2:1-3?








In 
4
-7, Paul 
gives some good examples 
and
 tells Timothy to 
“consider
 what 
I
 say, and the Lord give
 you understanding..
.
”  
Do so- c
onsider each of these examples
 and describe how they parallel Christian living.











Read 8-10.  How do these three verses tie together?  What do they have in common?








Verses 11-13 describe how 
Christ and his followers are one.  What does this say about our relationship?



Lesson 21: “Be dilligent to present yourself approved unto God” - II Timothy 2:14-3:17




Read verses 14-18
, where dilligent study is contrasted with 
“vain babblings
.
”  Why the strong words?









H
o
w are the two 
“seals
” related to each other in verse 19?









Read 20-21.  Name 
dishes within an earthly house that
 are used for honor and dishonor.  What do we do to make a dishonorable dish fit for honor?  Describe earthly and spiritual 
sanctification
.
















What
’s the opposite of youthful lusts?








Read 23-26.  Powerful teaching in how 
I
 go about teaching those within
 
(and those without)
.  Describe it!











Read 3:1-7
.  What are the parallels today?  Be specific- give an example or two.














Retell the example of James and Jambres from the Old Testament, and draw the parallel conclusions.














Read 10-13.  What can the faithful Christian expect
?











Verses 14-15 discusses not only what we
’ve learned, but how we learned them.  Why?








Outline verses 16 & 17.  Be detailed and specific.



�Lesson 22: “Preach the word!” - II Timothy 4





In whose name does Paul charge Timothy, 
and
 what does he charge him to do?








Read 3-4.  Draw the parallels you see with those you come in constant contact daily.








What four things does he command Timothy (and us!) to do in verse 5?  Explain each.











Read 6-8.  Does this sound like the final words of a desperate man?  What
’s being taught?








What do we learn of individual Christians in 9-16?
  Outline lessons of 
individuals
.





















We know that Paul preached before Nero and that are told through historical record (but not scripture) that Paul was 
eventually 
beheaded by Nero.
  With that in mind, explain verses 17 &18.












More lessons about individual Christians.  What do we glean from 19-20?








How is 
Jesus 
“
with our spirit today
”
?
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