Lesson for Wednesday

January 2, 2002

Lesson 1A

Kings of Judah





Kings of Israel

Rehoboam

930-913


Jeroboam

930-910

Abijah

913-911


Nadab

910-909

Asa


911-870


Baasha

909-886

Jehoshaphat

873-848


Elah


886-885

Jehoram

853-841


Zimri


       885

Ahazariah

       841


Tibni


885-880

Athaliah

841-835


Omni


885-874

Joash


835-796


Ahab


874-853

Amaziah

796-767


Ahaziah

853-852

Azariah (Uzziah)
791-739


Joram


852-841

Jotham

750-731


Jehu


841-814

Ahaz


735-715


Jehoahaz

814-798

Hezekiah

729-687


Jehoash

798-781

Manasseh

696-642


Jeroboam II

793-753

Amon


642-640


Zechariah

753-752

Josiah

640-609


Shallum

       752

Jehoahaz

       609


Menahem

752-742

Jehioakim

609-597


Pekahiah

742-740

Jehoiachin

       597


Pekah


740-732

Zedekiah

597-587


Hoshea

732-722

Thinking Time…

Have your parents help you and pick one of the kings from Judah or Israel and write down a few sentences telling about his reign.  Be prepared to tell the class some things that you found out about the king you choose.

Lesson for Sunday

January 13, 2001

Lesson 2B

1 Kings 12 -  2 Kings 17

Parents,

This period of the kings is difficult for all ages and I am not going to be having questions over this section of the text.  I will be highlighting the kings of Israel in a story form on Sunday and in each case show how their lack of obedience to God led to the fall of the nation of Israel.  Any reading and retelling of this scripture to your child that you would be able to do during this coming week will help them in understanding this time period as well.  We will also be using the map to help them distinguish between the nations of Judah and Israel.





In Christian Love,





    Ms. Debbie

Lesson for Wednesday

January 16, 2002

Lesson 3A

II Kings 18-25, II Chron. 29-36

Memory Verse

And the Lord God of their fathers sent warnings to them by His messengers…  II Chron. 36: 15

1. For our fathers have trespassed and done _______ in the eyes of the Lord our God; they have ________ Him and ________ faces away away from the dwelling place of the Lord, and turned their ______ on Him.

(II Chron. 29:6)

These were the words of Hezekiah the king of Judah.  He warned the people of what had happened to Israel, and told them of his desire to bring the nation of Judah back to God.  Hezekiah’s changed were taking place during the same time that Israel was being taken captive by Assyria.   One of the things that king Hezekiah did was to celebrate the Passover with all of the nation.

2. So there was great ________ in Jerusalem, for since the time of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel, there had been ___________ like this in Jerusalem.   (II Chron. 30:26)

Hezekiah knew Judah had enemies and one of them was Assyria with a new king named Sennacherib.  God had promised that Judah would not be destroyed by Assyria, and God kept His promise.

3. Be strong and courageous; do not be ________, nor dismayed before the king of Assyria, nor before all the ________________ that is with him; for there is ________ with us than with him. (II Chron. 32:7)

4. Then the Lord sent an __________ who cut down every mighty man of valor, leader, and ____________ in the camp of the Assyrians.  So he returned ______________ to his own land.  (II Chron. 32:21a)
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The next king of Judah was not anything like Hezekiah even though he was his son.  His name was Manasseh and was twelve years old when he became king

5. But he did _______ the sight of the Lord, according to the abominations of the nations whom the _________ had _________ out before the children of Israel.  (II Chron. 33:2)

Manasseh got sick and came back to God for help and the Lord heard his prayers.

6. …and ___________ to Him; and He received his entreaty, heard his supplication, and ___________ him back to Jerusalem into his kingdom. (II Chron. 33:12)

Judah’s next king was Josiah.  He became king when he was 8 years old.  He was a very good king because he loved God and obeyed Him.

7. He did what was _________ in the sight of the Lord, and __________ in the ways of his father David.  (II Chron. 34:2)

When the Book of the Law was found in the temple after it had been lost for so many years, Josiah asked what was to happen to the nation since they had lost the book, and not kept the law.  The Prophet said that Judah would be destroyed, but not during Josiah’s lifetime.

8. …because your _________ was tender, and you humbled yourself before God when you heard His words against this place and its inhabitants, and you __________ yourself before _____, and you tore your clothes and wept before Me, I also have _________ you says the Lord.                      (II Chron. 34:27)
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Josiah was the last good king of Judah.  All the rest of the kings of Judah were evil and God was about to fulfill His promise to bring judgement upon His people.  

Babylon was the nation that God would use to punish the disobedient people of Judah.  The king had a funny name.  He was call Nebuchadnezzar.  He took all the valuables from Jerusalem and, because of Judah’s unfaithfulness, he took all the people captive and moved them from their homes in Judah, to a new place called Babylon.

9. And all the articles from the house of God, great and small, the _____________ of the house of the Lord, and the _____________ of the king and his leaders, all these he _________ to Babylon. (II Chron. 36:18)

10.  And those who escaped from the sword he___________ away to _________, where they became servants to him and his sons… (II Chron. 36:20)

Lesson for Sunday

January 20, 2002

Lesson 3B

The Captivity
Words to Know…

Covenant:

Obey:

Conditional:

Read Exodus 19:3-6

God had chosen the people of Israel to be His own special people.  Why did He allow another nation to take them away from their land that He had given them?  Let’s look back again at the promise God made to Israel.

1. Now therefore, if you will indeed _______ My voice and _______ My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is mine.    (Exodus 19:3-6)

Read Deut. 30:15-20

As we read this passage Moses tells all Israel that God’s blessings are conditional on their obedience to his Word.

2. …”in that I command you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in His ways, and _________ His commandments, His statutes and His judgments, that you may _________ and multiply; and the Lord your God will bless in the ___________ which you go to possess.

(Deut. 30:16)

3. But if your heart ____________ away so that you do not hear, and are drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve them, “I announce to you today that you shall surely _________; you shall not prolong your days in the _________ which cross over the Jordan to go in and possess.

(Deut. 31:17)

Because of Israel’s disobedience, they were taken out of the land that God had given them.   

Lesson for Wednesday

January 23, 2002

Lesson 4A
The Captivity

Memory Verse

We have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God to walk in His laws which He set before us…









(Daniel 9:10)

Israel was unfaithful to God.  The people were taken captive and forced to leave the land that God had given them and move to Babylon.  One those taken was the prophet Ezekiel.  He wrote about what God showed him in Jerusalem.

1. Then He said to me, “Son of man, have you seen what the elders of the house of Israel do in the ____________, every man in the room of his idols?  For they say, “the Lord does not see us, the Lord has forsaken the land”   (Ezekiel 8:12)

2. … there, at the door of the temple of the Lord, were about 25 men…and they were worshipping the __________ toward the east.  (Ezekiel 8:16)

Because of the idolatry and sin of Judah, God was going to keep His promise that he had made to Moses and all the children of Israel.  He would now allow them to be taken from the promise land. 

3.  Then God said, “Therefore, I  also will act in fury my eye will not spare          nor will I have pity;  and though they cry in my ears with a loud voice, I ______   ______   _______   _______.”  ( Ezekiel 8:18)

Lesson 4A
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4. ‘behold, I will send and take all the families of the north’ says the Lord, ‘and Nebuchadnezzar the king of ____________, My servant, and will bring against this land, against its inhabitants, and against  these nations all around, and will utterly ____________ them… (Jeremiah 25:9)

What about God’s plan and covenant He made with Abraham?  That promise said that through his family the savoir would come?  Had God forgotten about this promise?  Even though God’s people were taken captive and their city and temple were destroyed, God would still keep His promise.

5. For thus says the Lord, ‘after 70 years are completed at Babylon, I will visit you and perform My good word toward you, and cause you to ___________ this place.’  (Jeremiah 29:10)

Nebuchadnezzar was king for a long time.  During his rule he realized the God of Daniel was the true God of heaven.

6. The king answered Daniel, and said, “Truly__________ God is the God of gods, the Lord of kings and a revealer of secrets… (Daniel 2:47)

But then, king Nebuchadnezzar died and the kings of Babylon that followed Nebuchadnezzar were not good rulers, and one night at a great feast given by Belshazzer, one of the Bablonian leaders, a new and powerful nation came in and took over.  These were the Medes led by Darius.  



7. That very _________ Belshazzer, king of the Chaldeans (Babylon) was  ________  (Daniel 5:30)

The Medes and Persians both work together to overtake Babylon and Judah remains captive.   However, while under the Persian king, Cyrus, God fulfills another promise to his people:  to return them to the land of Judah. 

Lesson for Sunday

January 27, 2002

The Captivity/The Rise of the Persians

Lesson 4B

Memory Verse:

Thus says the Lord:  “After 70 years are completed at Babylon, I will visit you…and cause you to return to this place.”










Jeremiah 29:10

Thinking Time…
The people had been very wicked.  God had told them if they did not keep the covenant they had made with God, they would be punished and so they were.  God’s people had been taken away and their city was burned, but God never forgot them.  

1. Thus says the Lord God:  “Although I have cast them afar of…and although I have scattered them among the countries, yet…I wil gather you from the peoples, assemble you from the countries where you have been scattered, and I will _____________  ________ the land of Israel.” (Ezekial 11:16-17)

2. Behold, the eyes of the Lord God are on the sinful kingdom, and I will destroy it and yet I will not __________________ destroy the house of Jacob,” says the Lord.  (Amos 9:8)

In God’s promise to destroy the wicked, he also included the promise that the faithful would be spared and allowed to return home.  

3. For surely I will command, and I will sift the house of Israel among all nations as grain is sifted in a sieve; yet not the smallest grain shall _______ to the ground. (Amos 9:9)

Lesson 4B
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4. “I will ____________  __________ the captives of My people Israel…and no longer shall they be pulled up from the land I have given them, says the Lord your God.”  (Amos 9:14-15)

God’s promise of a Seed to bless all nations had not been fulfilled.  Therefore, God allowed the faithful group to return exactly 70 years after the first people were taken from Jerusalem.  Through these people (the remnant), God finished His plan to bless ALL nations.  This One would be a descendant of Abraham, just as God promised so many years before.

5. The night that Belshazzar gave the command to bring the gold and silver vessels which his father, Nebuchadnezzar, had taken from the temple which had been in Jerusalem, so that the king and his wives…might drink from them, they drank wine and praised the _______________ of gold and silver, bronze and iron, wood and stone.   (Daniel 5:2-4)

6.In the same hour, the finger’s of a man’s hand appeared and wrote on the wall of the king’s palace…and the king’s thoughts troubled him.  Now all the king’s wise men came, but they could not read the _____________ or make known to the king the interpretation.  

7.Then King Belshazzar was greatly troubled.  The queen spoke and said, “…There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the Spirit of the Holy God.  And in the day of your father, light and understanding and wisdom were found in him.   (Daniel 5:9)  Now let _____________ be called and he will give the interpretation.”

8. Daniel said, “This is the interpretation of it.  God has numbered your kingdom and ____________________  _____…Your kingdom has been divided and given to the Medes and Persians.  …that very night Belshazzar wa slain and Dairus the Mede received the ______________. (Daniel 5:26-31)

Darius was now the king over the new Persian province of Babylon.  God had promised that His people would be held captive for 70 years and that time was now over.  The Medes made an announcement that all persons could now return to their homeland.

Lesson for Wednesday

January 30, 2002

The Rise of the Persians

Lesson 5A

Memory Verse:

Thus says the Lord:  “After 70 years are completed at Babylon, I will visit you…and cause you to return to this place.”










Jeremiah 29:10

Thinking Time…

Try and put the events below in the order that they happened.  (You may need to have your mom or dad help you.)

_________
The children of Israel finally get to go into the Promised Land

_________  God sends Moses to tell Pharaoh to, “Let my people go”.

_________  God made 3 promises to Abraham

_________  The children of Israel had to wander in the wilderness 40 years

_________  The Israelites worshipped a golden calf while Moses was on  

                    top of Mt. Sinai getting the 10 Commandments

_________  Israel worshipped idols and was attacked and destroyed.

_________  The Promised Land was divided up among the tribes of Israel

_________  Israel divides into the North (Israel) and the South (Judah)

_________  God appointed Judges to rule the Tribes

_________  The people wanted a king (Saul, David, Solomon)

_________   The children of Israel cross the Red Sea

__________ Judah worshipped idols and was taken captive and taken away

                     from their land.

_________  The 10 plagues came on the Egyptians

_________  The children of Israel wee made slaves of Pharoah and had to 

                    make bricks

_________  70 years passes and God keeps His promise and brings His 

                    faithful people back to their land

Lesson for Sunday

February 3, 2000

The Rise of the Persians/Jerusalem is Rebuilt

Lesson 5B

Memory Verse:  

Thus says Cyrus, King of Persia:  All the kingdoms of the earth the Lord God…has given me and has commanded me to build Him a house at Jerusalem…”










Ezra 1:2

Thinking Time…

It had been almost 200 years since the first people were taken from Israel.  Even the last ones taken had been away from home about 50 years.  They had built homes just as we see that Jeremiah had told them to.

1. Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all who were carried away captive, whom I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem to Babylon:  Build ______________ and dwell in them; plant gardens and eat their fruit.  (Jeremiah 29:4-5)

Now that King Cyrus had said they could go home, they could choose to stay there or return to Canaan.  About 50,000 Jews decided to leave from Babylon and to start home.

2. Now these are the people of the province who _________   _______  from the captivity, of those who had been carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away to Babylon, and who returned to Jerusalem and Judah, everyone to his own city. 

    (Ezra 2:1)
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Cyrus had also returned all the gold and silver vessels that had been taken from the temple back when Nebuchadnezzar had been the king.  I t was a day of great joy when they started on their journey to go back to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple.

3. Then the heads of the fathers’ houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the Levites, with all whose spirits God had moved, arose to go up and _____________  the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem. (Ezra 1:5)

The Samaritans were the people that had moved into the northern part of the land where Israel was before they were attacked by the Assyrians.  The Edomites had moved into the southern part of the land that had once belonged to Judah.  The people that lived out in the desert (now known as the Arabs) were beginning to move inward and were beginning to have a stronger influence on the people living in this area. 

The Jews arrived in their homeland and began working on the temple as soon as they got there.  They rebuilt the altars and started offering sacrifices to God.  The people had a celebration the day that the foundation of the temple was laid.  

4. Then Jeshua the son of Jozadak and his brethren the priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and his brethren, arose and built the ____________ of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings on it, as it is written in the Law of Moses… (Ezra 3:2)

5. They also gave _______________ to the masons and the carpenters, and food, drink, and oil to the people of Sidon and Tyre to bring cedar ________   from Lebanon to the sea, to Joppa, according to the permission which they had from Cyrus king of Persia.  (Ezra 3:7)

6.  When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, the priests stood in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the Lord, according to the ordinance of David king of Israel.  And they ___________ responsively, praising and giving thanks to the Lord…(Ezra 3:10-11)

Lesson for Wednesday

February 6, 2002

Jerusalem is Rebuilt

Lesson 6A

Memory Verse:

“Thus says Cyrus, King of Persia:  All the kingdoms of the earth the Lord God…has given me and has commanded me to build Him a house at Jerusalem…”










Ezra 1:2

Thinking Time…

1. But many of the priests and Levites and heads of the fathers’ houses, old men who had seen the first temple, __________ with a loud voice when the foundation of this temple was laid before their eyes.  Yet many shouted aloud for joy, so that the people could not discern the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people, for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the sound was heard afar off.

(Ezra 3:13)

When King Cyrus  died and King Ahasuerus came to power, he put a stop to the rebuilding of the temple.  (Ezra 4)  The Jews gave up and for 16 years no more work was done on the temple.  The new king also took over Egypt and ended the reign of the Pharaohs.  

Soon after King Ahasuerus died, a man named Darius became king.  The prophets Haggai and Zechariah began to encourage the Jews to start working on the temple again.  

2. Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Consider your ways!  Go up to the mountains and bring wood and __________the temple, that I may take pleasure in it and be glorified.” (Haggai 1:7)
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             Lesson 6A

This was the encouragement that the people needed.  They set to work on the temple again.  They received permission from King Cyrus and orders that the work on the temple was to be finished.  The temple was finished 20 years after it was begun.

3. In the first year of King Cyrus, he issued a decree concerning the house of God at Jerusalem:  “Let the house be ________________, the place where they offered sacrifices; and let the foundations of it be firmly laid…” (Ezra 1:3)

Then a new king named Xerxes came to the throne.  In Esther 1:2 we see when he became angry with the Queen, Vashti.  A Jewish maiden named Esther was selected to take her place.  She risked her own life to spare her people from being destroyed.

Lesson for Sunday

February 10, 2002

Jerusalem is Rebuilt

Lesson 6B

Memory Verse:

And I told them of the hand of my God which had been good upon me…So they said, “Let us rise up and build.”









Nehemiah 2:18

Thinking Time…
More time passed and a new King came to the throne.  He was the son of the King Xerxes that married Esther.  His name was Artaxerxes.  It was 20 years after Artaxerxes became king that we read of a man named Nehemiah.  He was the king’s cupbearer.  He had heard that even though the temple had been rebuilt that the city walls of Jerusalem were still a pile of rubble.  The Jews had put their personal welfare ahead of their concern for God and they had not rebuilt the city.

They had learned one important lesson from their captivity:  never again would they worship idols!  But there were other problems that the Jews now had.  One of the worst problems was that the people were marrying outside of their own people.  God had strictly forbidden their intermarrying with other nations.  Nehemiah demanded that they put the foreign wives away.  Also, the Sabbath day was being ignored.  Nehemiah reminded the people that God always keeps his promises and he helped the people renew their covenant with God.

1. And it came to pass…in the 20th year of King Artaxerxes…that Nehemiah came before the king.  And the king said to Nehemiah, “Why is your face sad, since you are not sick?”…So I said to the king, “May the king live forever! Why should my face not be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers’ tombs, lies waste, and its gates are ___________ with fire?”

(Nehemiah 2:1-3)
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2. Then the king said to me, “What do you request?”  So I ____________ to the God of heaven.  And I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor in your sight, I ask that you send me to ___________, to the city of my fathers’ tombs, that I may ___________ it.” (Nehemiah 2:4-5)

3. …So it pleased the king to send me…So I came to Jerusalem and was there three days…Then I said to them, “You see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lies waste, and its gates are burned with fire.  Come and let us build the _______ of Jerusalem, that we may no longer be a reproach.”

4. And I told them of the hand of my God which had been good upon me, and also of the king’s words that he had spoken to me.  So they said, “Let us rise up and __________.”  Then they set their hands to do this good work. (Nehemiah 2:18)

5. So I answered them, and said to them, “The God of heaven Himself will ________________ us; therefore we His servants will arise and build…  (Nehemiah 2:20)

6. But it so happened, when Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, that he was _____________ …and mocked the Jews. (Nehemiah 4:1)

7. Now Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said, “Whatever they build, if even a fox goes up on it, he will break down their stone _____.  (Nehemiah 4:3)

8. So we built the wall, and the entire wall was joined together up to half its height, for the people had a _________ to work. (Nehemiah 4:6)

9. Now it happened, when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites heard that the walls of Jerusalem were being restored and the gaps were beginning to be closed, that they became very ________ and they decided to attack Jerusalem. (Nehemiah 4:7-8)
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10. And I looked, and arose and said to the nobels, to the leaders, and to the      rest of the people, Do not be afraid of them.  Remember the Lord, great and awesome, and fight for your brethren, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your houses…Wherever you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there.  Our God will ___________ for us.

    (Nehemiah 4:20)

11. And it happened when our enemies heard that it was known to us, and  

    that God had brought their plot to nothing, that all of us returned to the

    wall everyone to his _______. (Nehemiah 4:15) 

12. So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of Elul, in __________ days. (Nehemiah 6:15)

13. And it happened, when all our enemies heard of it, and all the nations around us saw these things, that they were very disheartened in their own eyes; for they perceived that this work was done by our _______. (Nehemiah 6:16).

Lesson for Wednesday

February 13, 2002

The Years of Silence

Lesson 7A

Memory Verse:

“Behold, the days shall come…when I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread…but of hearing the words of the Lord.”










Amos 8:11

Thinking Time…
God had made all the prophecies concerning the Seed.  Now it was time to wait for the “fullness of time” to bring Christ into the world.  God had nothing else to say during these years.

1. But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His ________, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.  (Galatians 4:4)

Many changes took place during the 400 years between Malachi and Matthew.  The Old Testament ends with Judah under the control of Persia.  The New Testament opens with Jerusalem under the rule of a Roman Emperor.  

We will be looking at the events that took place in the world during these 400 years in class.  The following areas will pointed out on the map:

Macedon


Hellespont

Thrace


Halys River

Syria



Asia Minor

Aegean Sea


Babylon

Athens, Greece

Black Sea

Lesson for Sunday

February 17, 2002

Review

Lesson 7B

Parents,

We are at the half-way point in our quarter.  We will be having our  Review Game in class on Sunday, so there will be no questions to fill out for Sunday.  Please have them use the time they would normally spend doing the questions to review the highlights from Lessons 1A - 7A. Thanks!  

In Christian Love,

     Ms. Debbie

Lesson for Wednesday

February 20, 2002

The Life of Christ

Lesson 8A

Luke 1 and 2

Matthew 2

Memory Verse:

 “And behold, you will bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus.”










Luke 1:31

Thinking Time…

One day an old Jewish priest named Zacharias was offering incense in Jerusalem.  Suddenly, an angel appeared before him.  God was breaking His silence for the first time in 400 years.  

1. Who appeared to Zacharias when he was in the temple? (Luke 1:19)

2. What happened to Zacharias after he did not believe the Gabriel’s words?  (Luke 1:20)

3. Who sent the angel Gabriel to visit Mary?  (Luke 1:26)

4. What name besides Jesus did the angel tell Mary that would be called? (Luke 1:35)

5. Where was Jesus born? (Luke 2:4,7)

6. Who saw the star in the East and came to Jerusalem looking for Jesus? (Matthew 2:1-2)

7. Who was the King in Jerusalem? (Matthew 2:3)

Lesson for Sunday

February 24, 2002

The Life Of Christ

Lesson 8B

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John

Memory Verse:

Then a voice came from heaven saying, “…This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.”

Thinking Time…
The wise men expected to find the new King, Jesus, in the city of Jerusalem.  But Jesus was born in a little village south of Jerusalem called Bethlehem.  After Jesus was born, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream.

1. “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to ______________, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.” (Matthew 2:13)

2. Now when Herod was dead, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land of ____________, for those who sought the young Child's life are dead.  But Joseph was afraid to go to Judea because Herod’s son was reigning there.  And being warned by God in a dream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee. (Matthew. 2:20)

3. And he came and dwelt in a city called ________________, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets…(Matthew 2:23)

Nazareth was about 80 miles due north of Jerusalem in the province of Galilee, about halfway between the Mediterranean Sea and the Sea of Galilee.
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Now we read about John, the son of Zacharias and Elizabeth.  He was teaching people about Jesus.  He told the people that his job was to baptize unto repentance and that there was one who was to come after him who was mightier than John.  That one was Jesus!

4. In those days, John the Baptist came preaching in the _______________ of ________________, and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” (Matthew 3:1-2)

5. Then Jerusalem, all Judea and all  the region around the Jordan went out to him and were baptized by him in the ______________, confessing their sins.  (Matt. 3:5-6)

6. Then Jesus came from ______________ to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. (Matt. 3:13)

Jesus did most of his work in Galilee.  

7. Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee .  And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in ______________, which is by the Sea…(Matthew 4:12-13)

Capernaum was on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee.  Multitudes followed Jesus everywhere to be healed and to see his miracles. 

8. Then His fame went throughout all __________; and they brought to Him all sick people who were afflicted and with various diseases…and He healed them. (Matthew 4:24)

Jesus’ last days before he was crucified were spent in and around the city of Jerusalem.  One of his last miracles took place in the village of Bethany where Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.  This village was on the east side  of the Mount of Olives.  This is the Mountain where Jesus and his apostles were right before Jesus was crucified. 

9. And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the ____________ of ____________. (Matthew 14:27)

Page 3








Lesson 8B

10. Then they came to a place which was named ____________________; and He said to His disciples, “Sit here while I pray.”

Jesus was crucified that night and after 3 days, the Bible tells us he rose from the dead.  It was then that Jesus talked with his disciples.

11. “Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the ______ day, and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem…”  (Luke 24:46-47)

12. “…And you are witnesses of these things.  Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of _________________ until you are endued with the power on high.” (Luke 24:48-49)

Lesson for Wednesday

February 27, 2002

The Kingdom of Heaven is Established

Lesson 9A

Acts 1-2

Memory Verse:

“…I say to you that there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the king of God come with power.”  










Acts 9:1

Thinking Time…
Daniel had foretold that God would set up the kingdom in the days of the Roman Empire (Dan. 2:44).  Jesus Himself promised to give the keys of the kingdom to Peter (Matt. 16:19).  The Jews rejected Him as the Messiah and crucified Him.  Would this keep Jesus from building His church or the kingdom?  We read in Matthew 16: 18-19 that Jesus said that death (the gate of Hades) would not keep Him from building His church or the kingdom.  

In our last lesson we see where Jesus tells His apostles to go and wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit to come upon them.  He had taught the apostles many things about the kingdom, but even they did not fully understand what kind of kingdom he was talking about.

1. “Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to ________.” (Acts 1:6)

2. And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority.  But you shall receive power when the _______ ___________ has come upon you; and you shall be _____________________ to me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.
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3. Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a ___________ received Him out of their sight.  (Acts 1:9)

Jesus ascended to heaven, an the apostles went back to Jerusalem to wait for the Holy Spirit like Jesus had commanded them to do.  Ten days later, when they were together the Holy Spirit came.

4. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  Then there appeared to them divided _________________  as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. (Acts 2:3)

5. And they were all ____________ with the ________ ___________ and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. (Acts 2:4)

For the first time, they began to understand that the kingdom would be different than all the other kingdoms they had seen before it.  There would be no earthly palace with an earthly king on a throne.  There would be no king leading soldiers to conquer new lands.  Rather, it would be a kingdom where the king would be in heaven at the right hand of God and those who would be willing to be His servants would follow His words here on earth.  

Peter and the other apostles preached the good news (the gospel) that day in Jerusalem.  

6. Then Peter said to them, “__________, and let every one of you be _______________in the name of ___________  ___________ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:38)

Lesson for Sunday

March 03, 2002

The Kingdom of Heaven is Established

Lesson 9B

Acts 3-11

Memory Verse:

But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey God rather than men.”


















Acts 5:29

Thinking Time…
Peter proclaimed the gospel the same day that the Holy Spirit came upon the apostles and 3,000 obeyed and became part of the kingdom, the church.  (Acts 2:41)  As the days passed more and more were added to the church, multitudes of men and women (Acts 5:14)

The members of the new kingdom, the church, stayed there in Jerusalem and the brethren shared their possessions with each other and they all continued to learn more of the new law.

The leaders of the Jews refused to listen to Jesus when he was alive and had rejected all of the signs He had shown to prove that He was the Son of God.  They wanted no part of the new spiritual kingdom, the church.  So when the apostles began to teach and preach in the name of Jesus, they began to fight against them.

1. Now as the apostles spoke to the people, the priests, the captian of the temple, and the Sadducees came upon them, being greatly disturbed that they taught the people, and preached Jesus and the resurrection of the dead.  And they laid hands on them, and put them in ________________ until the next day…(Acts 4:1-3)
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2. So they called them and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of  ________________. (Acts 4:18)

3. But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge.  For we cannot but ___________ the things which we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:19-20)

4. Then the high priest rose up, and all those who were with him…and they were filled with jealousy, and laid their hands on the apostles and put them in the common __________________. (Acts 5:17)

5. But at night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said,  “Go, stand in the temple and speak to the people all the ____________  ____  _____  _____________.” (Acts 5:17-20)

6. Now when the high priest, the captain of the temple, and the chief priests… heard this… they were furious and plotted to _______ them.  (Acts 5:33)

7. Then one in the council stood up, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in respect by all the people, and commanded them to put the apostles outside for a little while.  And he said to them:  “Men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what you intend to do regarding these men…and now I say to you, keep away from these men and let them ____________; for if this plan or this work is of men, it will come to nothing; but if it is of ____________, you cannot overthrow it---lest you even be found to ______________ against God. (Acts 5:34-39)

8. And they agreed with him, and when they had called for the apostles and ______________ them, they commanded that they should not _________ in the name of  _____________, and let them go. (Acts 5:40)

9. So they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to __________ shame for His name. (Acts 5:41)
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At first the persecution was only against the apostles, but then others began speaking in Jesus’ name too.  A man named Stephen began preaching in the synagogue where Jews were.  They could not accept his message and they became so angry that they stoned Stephen to death.  

The Christians were forced to leave Jerusalem.  

10.Therefore those who were scattered went _______________   preaching the _____________. (Acts 8:4)

We remember that Jesus had commanded the apostles to “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15).  This was hard for the Jews to understand.   In Acts 10 we see where Peter was sent a vision by God and told to go and visit a Gentile named Cornelius.  Peter went and preached to Cornelius and his household and friends.

11.While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the ____________. (Acts 10:44)

12.And those who were Jews were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the ___________ also. (Acts 10:45)

Gradually, others who had been scattered began preaching to Gentiles also.  One of the first churches made up of both Jews and Gentiles was in the city of Antioch of Syria.  

13. …And the disciples were first called __________________ in Antioch. (Acts 11:26b)

Lesson for Wednesday

March 06, 2002

Paul’s Early Work

Lesson 10A

Acts 9-14

Memory Verse:

‘And now why are you waiting?  Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”











Acts 22:16

Thinking Time…

As we learned in our last Lesson, the first Christians suffered a lot of persecutions from the Jews.  Saul was one of those that persecuted them.  He was a Pharisee and was very educated in the Law of Moses.  He was very loyal to the Old Law and thought that the Christians were going against what the Old Law taught.  

In Acts 9 we see where Saul asks permission from the High Priest to travel more than 150 miles to Damascus so that the could bring the Christians there back to Jerusalem to punish them.

1. Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked letters from him to the synagogues of _________________, so that if he found any who were of ______  _______, whether men or women, he might bring them bound to _________________. (Acts 9:1-2)

2. As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a _________ shone around him from _________________. (Acts 9:3)
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3. Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting _______?” (Act 9:4)

4. And he said, “Who are You, Lord?”  Then the Lord said, “I am _______, whom you are persecuting.  It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” (Acts 9:5)

5. So he, trembling and astonished, said, “Lord, what do You want me ____ _____?”  Then the Lord said to him, “Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you ________ do.” (Acts 9:6)

Saul was led to Damascus, because the bright light had blinded him.  He was there 3 days without sight and neither ate nor drank.  Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus named Ananias, and the Lord appeared to him in a vision and told him to go to the house where they had taken Saul.

Ananias was afraid to go because he knew that Saul was the one who had been persecuting the Christians.  

6. Then Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much ______________ he has done to Your saints in ___________.  And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who ______ on Your name.”  (Acts 9:13)

7. But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before ________________,  ___________ and the children of Israel…” (Acts 9:15)

8. And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his ____________ on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive your ____________ and be filled with the _________  _______.” (Acts 9:17)
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9. Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he received his sight at once; and he arose and was ____________. (Acts 9:18)

10.  Paul preached the Christ in the synagogues in Jerusalem…and after many days were past, the Jews plotted to ________ him.  (Acts 9:23)

11.  So Saul went back to Jerusalem to try and join the disciples, but they were ___________ of him…but Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles.  And he told them how Paul had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. (Acts 9:26)

12. Then the churches throughout all ______________, ______________ and _________________ had peace and were edified.  And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, the church grew. (Acts 9:31)

Lesson for Sunday

March 10, 2002

Paul’s Early Work

Lesson 10B

Acts 13-14

Memory Verse:

“…It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you first; but since you reject it…behold, we turn to the Gentiles.”










Acts 14:46

Thinking Time…
The Holy Spirit instructed the church at Antioch to send Saul and Barnabas to do a work which the Holy Spirit had in mind for them to do.

1. As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to Me, Barnabas and Saul for the _________ to which I  have called them.” (Acts 13:2)

2. So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to _________________. (Acts 13:4)

3. And when they had arrived in Salamis, they preached the _________ _____  ________ in the synagogues of the Jews.  They also had John as their assistant.  (Acts 13:5)

4. Then ___________ who also is called ___________… (Acts 13:9)

Paul and Barnabas went into the synagogue of the Jews in Antioch and Paul was invited to speak.  The rest of Acts 13 is the record of what Paul said to these Jews.  
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5. So when the Jews went out of the synagogue, the ________________ begged that these words might be preached to them the next Sabbath.     (Acts 13:42)

6. On the next Sabbath almost the whole city came ____________ to hear the Word of God. (Acts 13:44)

7. But when the ___________ saw the multitudes, they were filled with ____________; and contradicting and blaspheming, they opposed the things spoken by Paul.  (Acts 13:45)

8. Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold and said, It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you _____________; but since you _____________ it, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we ___________ to the ________________. (Acts 13:46)

9. “For so the Lord has ______________________ us:  I have set you as a light to the Gentiles, that you should be for salvation to the ends of the earth.”(Acts 13:47)

10. Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were __________ and glorified the word of the Lord. (Acts 13:48)

11. But the Jews stirred up the devout and prominent women and the chief men of the city, raised up persecution against Paul  and Barnabas and __________________ them from their region. (Acts 13:50)

12. But they ______________  off the ___________ from their _________ against them and came to Iconium.  (Acts 13:51)

13. And the disciples were filled with __________and with the Holy Spirit. (Acts 13:52)

Lesson for Wednesday

March 13, 2002

Paul’s Second Journey

Lesson 11A

Acts 15:1-18:22

Memory Verse:

So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and increased in number daily. 








(Acts 16:5)

Thinking Time…

Trouble arose during the time that Paul and Barnabas were at Antioch after their first journey.  Certain men came from Judea saying that it was necessary for the Gentile Christians to become Jews before they could really be Christians.  The church at Antioch decided to send Paul, Barnabas, and certain other men to Jerusalem to settle the question.

1. …they determined that Paul and Barnabas and certain others of them should go up to Jerusalem, to the ________________ and _________ about this question.” (Acts 15:2)

2. Now the apostles and elders came together to _____________ this matter. (Acts 15:6)

3. And when there had been much dispute, Peter rose up and said to them:  “Men and brethren, you know that a good while ago God chose among us, that by my mouth the _________________ should hear the word of the gospel and believe. (Acts 15:7)

4. So God, who knows the ________________, acknowledged them by giving them the Holy spirit, just as He did to us and made _____ distinction between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.         (Acts 15:8-9) 
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5. But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be __________ in the same manner as they.   (Acts 15:11)

6. Therefore I judge that we should not trouble those from among the Gentiles who are _____________ to God.  (Acts 15:19)

A short time later, Paul decided to visit the congregations that he had helped start.  Paul took Silas with him and went into Asia Minor.  

7. And Paul went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the __________.   

Acts 15:41)

Paul asked a young man named Timothy to join them in their work. 

8. And as they went through the cities, they delivered to them the decrees to keep, which were determined by the apostles and elders at Jerusalem.   So the churches were strengthened in the faith and increased in _____________  daily. (Acts 16:4-5)

9. And a vision appeared to Paul in the night.  A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, “Come over to Macedonia and _______ us.” (Acts 16:9)

10. Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go to Macedonia concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the ___________ to them.  (Acts 16:10)

11. Now a certain woman named ______________ heard us.  She was a seller of purple from the city of Thyatira, who worshipped God.          (Acts 16:14)

12. And when she and her household were  _________________, she begged us, saying, If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay… (Acts 16:15)

Lesson for Sunday

March 17, 2002

Paul’s Second Journey

Lesson 11B

Acts 16:16 – Acts 17:34

Memory Verse:

“Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands

  all men everywhere to repent…”










Acts 17:30

Thinking Time…

Paul and Silas were put in prison after they did a miracle.  While in prison they sang songs to God and the prisoners were listening to them.

1. Suddenly there was a great __________________ so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were ________ and everyone’s chains were loosed.  (Acts 16:26)

2. And the keeper of the prison, awakening from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about to _________ himself.  (Acts 16:27)

3. But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, for we are ____  _______.” (Acts 16:28)

4. And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be ______________?” (Acts 16:30)

5. Then they spoke the _________  ___  ____ _________ to him and to all who were in his house.  And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes.  And immediately he and all his family were __________________. (Acts 16:33)
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6. And when it was day, the magistrates sent the officers saying…Let these men ________.”  (Acts 16:35)

7. But Paul said to them, “They have beaten us openly and have thrown us into prison.  And now do they put us out secretly?  No, indeed!  Let them come ________________ and get us _______”. (Acts 16:37)

8. So they came…and brought them out, and asked them to ____________ from the city. (Acts 16:39)

Next they came to the city of Thessalonica where there was a synagogue of the Jews.  After stirring up the Jews by teaching Christ here, they left by night to Berea.  When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews there.

9. Now these were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they _______________ the word with all readiness and searched the scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.  (Acts 17:11)

Then Paul left Silas and Timothy and left for Athens.  Once he arrived, he sent for them to come to Athens right away and they did.

10. Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him when he saw that the city was given over to _________. (Acts 17:16)

11. And they took Paul and brought him to Mars Hill and said, “May we know what this new doctrine is of which you speak?”  Then Paul stood…and said, “Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very religious; for as I was passing through…I even found an altar with this inscription:  _______  ______  __________________  ______.  Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you”. (Acts 17:19-23)
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12. “Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising.  “Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to ______________.”

     (Acts 17:29-30)

13. And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked, while others said,“We will hear you ___________ on this matter.” 

    (Acts 17:32)

Lesson for Wednesday

March 20, 2002

Paul’s Third Journey

Lesson 12A

Acts 18:22 – 21:16

Memory Verse:

“And remember the words of the Lord Jesus…it is more blessed to give than   

  to receive.”














Acts 20:35

Thinking Time…

After Paul landed at Caesarea and greeted the church, he went down to Antioch.

1. After he had spent some time there, he departed and went over the region of Galatia and Phrygia in order, strengthening the _________________.

(Acts 18:23)

2. And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul having passed through the upper regions, came to _______________. (Acts 19:1)

3. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”  So they said to him, “We have not so much as heard whether there is a __________  __________.” (Acts 19:2)

4. And he said to them, “Into what then were you baptized?” So they said, “Into ____________  baptism.” (Acts 19:3)

5. Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentence, saying that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on _________  ___________. (Acts 19:4)

6. When they heard this, they were _______________ in the name of the Lord Jesus. (Acts 19:5)
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7. And Paul went into the synagogue and spoke boldly for 3 months, reasoning and persuading concerning the things of the kingdom of God.  But when some were hardened and did not believe, but spoke evil of the ___________ before the multitude, he departed from them…reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus.  (Acts 19:8-9) 

8. And this continued for 2 years, so that all who dwelt in ___________ heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks. (Acts 19:10)

9. So the word of the Lord _____________ mightily and prevailed.       (Acts 19:20)

Later Paul left and departed to go to Macedonia and then on to Greece.  Still later, Paul travels to Troas.

10. Now on the first day of the week, when the ________________ came together to break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued is message until midnight. (Acts 20:7)

11. Then Paul decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he would not have to spend time in Asia; for he was hurrying to be at _______________, if possible, on the Day of ____________________. (Acts 20:16)

12. “And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things that will happen to me there, except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that ____________ and tribulations await me.”         (Acts 20:22-23)

13. “And indeed, now I know that you all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, will see my face ____  ________.”    (Acts 20:25)

14. Then they all _________ freely, and fell on Paul’s neck and kissed him, sorrowing most of all for the words which he spoke, that they would see his face no more. (Acts 20:37)

Lesson for Sunday

March 24, 2002

Paul’s Years of Imprisonment

Lesson 12B
Acts 21:17-28:13

Memory Verse:

“Then King Agrippa said to Paul, “You almost persuade me to become a 

  Christian.”







Acts 26:28

Thinking Time…

When Paul arrived in Jerusalem, the brethren there received him gladly.  On the following day, Paul spoke with the elders there and told them in detail about those things which God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry.  (Acts 21:17-19)  Then they glorified the Lord.

The next day Paul entered the temple and it was there that the Jews from Asia, seeing him in the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and laid hands on him. (Acts 21:27)

1. “…Men of Israel, help!  This is the man who teaches all men everywhere ____________ the people, the law, and this place; and furthermore he also brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place.”    (Acts 21:28)

2. And all the city was disturbed; and the people ran together, seized Paul, and dragged him out of the ___________; and immediately the doors were shut. (Acts 21:30)

3. Then the commander came near and took him, and commanded him to be bound with two  ____________; and he asked who he was and what he had done. (Acts 21:33)
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4. Then as Paul was about to be led into the barracks, he said to the commander, “May I speak to you?”  He replied, “Can you speak Greek”  …But Paul said, I am a Jew from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city; and I implore you, permit me to __________ to the people.”      (Acts 21:37-39)

Paul then has the opportunity to tell the people here about what had happened to him on the road to Damascus.   The people listened to what Paul had to say and then…

5. …they raised their voices and said, “Away with such a fellow from the earth, for he is not fit to __________.” (Acts 22:22)

The next day…Paul appeared before the chief priests and the council.  The Pharisees and the Sadducees became so enraged, the commander removed Paul from there and took him back to the barracks.

6. The following night, the Lord stood by Paul and said, “Be of good cheer, Paul; for as you have testified for Me in Jerusalem, so you must also bear witness at _____________. (Acts 23:11)

Then the soldiers, as they were commanded, took Paul and brought him by night to Antipatris…when they came to Caesarea and had delivered the letter to the governor, they also presented Paul to him.  He was told that his case would be heard when Paul’s accusers arrived.  Until then he was kept in Herod's Praetorium. (Acts 23:35)

7. And after some days when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, he sent for Paul and heard him concerning the faith in Christ…and as he reasoned about righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, Felix was _____________ and answered, “Go away for now; when I have a convenient time, I will __________ for you.” (Acts 23:24-25)

8. But after ________ years, Porcius Festus succeeded Felix; and Felix, wanting to do the Jews a favor, left Paul _____________. (Acts 23:27)
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9. And when Festus had come to the province…he went down to Caesarea.  And the next day, sitting on the judgment seat, he commanded Paul to be brought.  But Festus, wanting to do the Jews a favor, answered Paul and said, “Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and there be judged before me concerning these things?”  So Paul said, “ I stand at Caesar’s judgment seat, where I ought to be judged.  To the Jews I have done no _________, as you very well know…I appeal to Caesar.  (Acts 25:10-11)

10. Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, answered, “You have appealed to Caesar?  To Caesar you shall ______.” (Acts 25:12)

And after some days King Agrippa and Bernice came to Caesarea to greet Festus.  After Festus told them about Paul, then King Agrippa said that he would like to hear from Paul himself.  So Festus told him that he could hear Paul the next day.  (Acts 25:21-22)  

The next day Paul spoke to him and he told him the story of what had happened to Paul on the road to Damascus and how he became a Christian.

11. Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You ______________ persuade me to become a _______________.”  And Paul said, I would to God that not only you, but also all who hear me today, might become both almost and altogether such as I am… (Acts 26:28-29)

Lesson for Wednesday

March 27, 2002

The Close of the First Century

Lesson 13A

Memory Verse:

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  










2 Timothy 4:7

Thinking Time…
Paul was in prison in Rome from the spring of A.D. 61 until A.D. 63.  We know that Nero was emperor of Rome during this time and, therefore, heard Paul’s case.  Even though he was a prisoner, Paul preached to all who came near, even those who were in important  positions in Caesar’s household (Philippians 1:12 – 4:22).  The Bible does not tell us anything about the Paul’s trial.  It does seem that Paul was released for a time because he wrote 1 Timothy and Titus during this time.  Paul was arrested again and he wrote 2 Timothy and asked him to come to him (2Tim. 4:9, 21).  Paul wrote that he was ready to die.  “I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand…”

For the rest of this lesson we will focus on the work that was done by some of the other apostles and brethren during this same time that Paul had preached.  

All of the apostles were included in the group who received the commandment from the Lord.

1. “Go into all the world and ________________ the gospel to every creature.  He who believes and is baptized will be _______________; but he who does not believe will be condemned.” (March 16:15-16)
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All of the apostles received the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost and joined Peter in preaching to the multitude present (Acts 2:1-4).  All the apostles were arrested for their preaching in Acts 5.  They were beaten and told not to preach again.  All of them continued their work.  They even remained in Jerusalem when the first persecution came through the city.

2. At that time a great persecution arose against the church at Jerusalem; and they were scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the __________________. (Acts 8:1)

We do not know where Matthew preached, but he did write the book of Matthew.  The main emphasis of his book was to convince the Jews that Jesus fulfills every Old Testament prophecy about Jesus.  

The apostle James was the first of the 12 apostles to be killed.  He was killed by Herod Agrippa I in about A.D. 44.  This James was the brother of John (Acts 12:1-2).

Peter was given a special job to preach to the Jews.  When we look at all the persecutions of Christians by the Jews, we might think that there were not many who believed on Jesus.  But we see from reading in Acts 21:20 that this was not true.

3. You see, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are who have _________________, and they are all zealous for the law. (Acts 21:20)

Other men besides the apostles played an important part in spreading the gospel.  Those scattered in the first persecution went everywhere preaching the Word.  Other men such as Barnabas, John Mark, Silas, Timothy, Titus and Luke traveled with Paul on his journeys preaching the truth.  James and Jude both wrote letters to the Christians scattered throughout the Mediterranean world.  
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The apostle John spent many years working closely with Peter and James the Lord’s brother.  He wrote the gospel of John in the last few years of the century and had 3 short letters that he wrote to help Christians fight against false doctrine.  He also wrote the book of Revelation which was given to the persecuted Christians to comfort them and remind them that God is in control and that His saints would be victorious no matter what worldly persecution they had to endure. 

This ends our study of Bible history and geography.  From the time that John wrote the last words of Revelation, the history of this area has no more meaning than the history of any other spot on the earth.  It would be fun to go and walk over the same hills that Abraham walked over or to stand by the Sea of Galilee where Jesus stood and taught, but there is nothing special about the land itself.  God’s chosen people today live all over the world.  

Jesus is not coming back to sit on the throne in Jerusalem.  He is sitting at the right hand of God right now in heaven.  Jews and Gentiles have the same hope today—the hope of salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Because Jesus came to this earth and lived a perfect life and died without ever sinning, then all those who hear about Jesus and believe in Him, confess that they do believe, repent of their sins and have their sins washed away in baptism, can have that hope to go and live in heaven one day.  

Lesson for Sunday

March 31

Review Game

Lesson 13B

Parents,

On Sunday we will be playing the final Review Game over our study of the History and Geography of the Bible.  We will focus our attention on the last 13 lessons.  All of the children have done so well in paying attention and remembering information that they have been taught.  I am very pleased with their desire to learn and their ability to retain what they have learned.  I have thoroughly enjoyed teaching them.  Ms. June will be teaching them for the next quarter beginning in the book of Genesis on Wednesday, April 3.

Thanks for all of your help in making sure that your child was prepared for class each and every time.

In Christian Love,

Ms. Debbie

