Lesson 15     Happiness on the Wall           Nehemiah 12

After many challenges, setbacks, criticism, and sorrow the returning Jews rebuilt the wall.  Then they responded with JOY and intense HAPPINESS.

I.  Gathering the right leaders.

     a.  v.27,28…sought Levites so as to celebrate.

     b.  v. 30 ..purification first.

II.  Up on the wall.

     a.  v.31 Nehemiah appointed two choirs.

     b.  v.38 & 43…rejoicing.

III.  Needed: smiling singing saints.

     a.  Proverbs 17:22, 15:13.

     b.  v.43…the joy was heard from afar (not the song).

IV.  The secret:  the proper focus.

     a.  Happiness is not determined by outward circumstances, but upon inward focus.

     b.  The vitality of our faith:

          1.  an atmosphere of happiness should surround us.

          2.  music is a most expressive way to communicate joy.

          3.  a joyful spirit will have far-reaching effects
