Lesson 16      Taking Problems by the Throat          Nehemiah 13

Beethoven, the great composer started suffering a loss of hearing in his 20’s, by 50 he was stone deaf.  He determined not to give up, choosing to “take life by the throat” and deal with it.  We apply this same concept to the area of wrong that Nehemiah faced in this final chapter of his book.
I.  Understanding the background.  Rom 15:4

     a.  v.1-5 Nehemiah was gone.

     b.  v.6 Nehemiah came back to four great areas of wrongdoing.

II.  Compromising companionship.

     a.  The people returned to their former ways.

     b.  Eliaship allies with Israel’s enemy.

     c.  Nehemiah’s response:  godly, swift, and decisive.

III.  Financial Fiasco. V.10-14.

     a.  tithing had ceased, the levites left.

     b.  v.11  Nehemiah cleans house.
IV.  Secularized Sabbath.

     a.  No fulfillment of chapter 10:31 promise.

     b.  Nehemiah sets obstacles/incentives to hold people to their word.

V.  Domestic disobedience.

     a.  Declaring war against a wrong.

    b.  Tragic results for the children.

    c.  Nehemiah’s strong confrontation:

           1.  contended

           2.  cursed them

           3.  struck & pulled out their hair.

VI.  Overcoming passivity, Nehemiah’s P.O.A.

     a.  faced the wrong head-on.

     b.  dealt severly with the wrong-doers.

     c.  worked toward a permanent solution.

     d.  always followed-up with prayer.

VII.  Final councel to leaders:

     a.  start with honest observation.

     b.  match with courageous conviction.
     c.  tempered with deep devotion.

