Lesson 6 – Nehemiah  Knocked Down But Not Knocked Out   4:1-9

 

No leader is exempt from criticism, and his humility will nowhere be seen more clearly than in the manner in which he accepts and react to it.

 

2 Corinthians 4:8-10   God uses imperfect people (you and me) – clay pots – to display the Glory of God.

 

I.  The presence of opposition.

   a.  Habitual critics resist change  4:1.

 

   b.  Sarcasm, how is it received?  V.3.

 

   c.  Who designed the stone walls being rebuilt?

 

 

II.  Facing criticism squarely.

   a.  Nehemiah reacted on his knees.

         

        Proverbs 15:1…28,29      James 1:5

 

   b.  Nehemiah persisted.  4:6

         set up guard v.9 while still praying.

 

 

Four truths gleaned from Chapter 4:

 

  1.  It is impossible to lead anyone without facing opposition.

 

  2.  It is essential to face opposition in prayer.

 

  3.  Prayer is not all that is necessary if opposition grows.

          David, when Saul was after him – prayed – but he also ran like  

              Crazy.  When opposition intensified – he ran faster.  When it                 

               Got worse, he hid in more obscure places.

