Lesson Ten
"TILL DEATH DO US PART"
Marriage is a Radical Act
Introduction
The alarming increase in divorce among Christians presents us with a special challenge.  God's will concerning marriage may seem hard to some, but the commandments of God are for our good always (Dt. 10:13).
I. God's View of Marriage as a Permanent Relationship
A.  No divorce (Mk. 10:2-12). One Exception (Mt. 19:3-9).
1. God hates the putting away of our marriage mates (Mai. 2:6).
2. Putting away of faithful mates is sinful and a violation of neighbor love (Mt. 5:32).
3. Man must not sever what God has joined together (Mt. 19:6).
B.  Divorce for any cause (save fornication) is sinful even if the one who divorces a faithful mate never marries again.
C.  Even when fornication has occurred redemptive love would seek repentance of the guilty party and rebuilding of the marriage where possible (Mt. 18:15-17; Jas. 5:19,20).
II. Definition of Marriage
God-approved marriage = two eligible people who enter a marriage covenant (Mai. 2:14) and are joined by God (Mt. 19:6).
1) Eligible to marry:
a) Never married.
b) Marriage mate dead.   Rom. 7:2,3
c) Put away companion for fornication.    Mt. 19:9
2) Not eligible to marry:
a) Put away mate for cause other than fornication.   Mt. 19:9
b) Put away by marriage mate for any cause. Mt. 5:32; 19:9
c) If marry, their physical union is adultery and unlawful. Note Mt. 14:4 and Mk. 6:17,18.
3) How forgiveness for adultery is obtained.
i) Same as for other sins.
a. A penitent faith, openly confessed, and baptism in Jesus name for the alien sinner. Acts 2:38
b. Repentance, confession of sin, and prayer for the Christian. Acts 8:22;  1 Jn. 1:9
ii) Repentance includes:
a. Godly sorrow. 2 Cor 7:10
b. Change of heart. Lk. 15:18,19
c. Reformation. Mt. 3:8. Cessation of practice and restitution where possible. Lk. 19:8
iii) Kingdom of heaven is worth any sacrifice - the "pearl of great price".   Mt. 13:45,46
a. a.
Prison,   e.g. Daniel, Joseph.
b. Death, e.g. James, Stephen
c. Luke 14:26,27
III. Misguided Theories about Marriage and Divorce
b) A. "No cause for divorce and remarriage"    View: Mt. 19:9 is Jesus' explanation of the law of Moses, no N.T. law for divorce.     But…
i) Jesus' teaching contrasted with the law. Mt. 19:7-9.   Note Deut. 24:1-4 vs. Mt. 19:9.
ii) Jesus often taught things applicable to the gospel age.    John 3:3-5   Mt. 18:15-17.
iii) Rom. 7:1-4 is primarily about our death to the law of Moses.
iv) Matt. 19:9 is kingdom law.
c) "Alien sinners not subject to God's marriage law."
i) Unbelievers are responsible:    Rom. 1:18-32; 1 Cor. 6:9-11.
ii) Christ rules over both saint and sinner.   Acts 10:36; Eph. 1:20-22; Phil. 2:9-11; 1 Tim. 1:8-11.
iii) Judged by His word, John 12:48.   Is Matt. 19:9 part of His word?
iv) Matt. 19:9 applies to all men because:
a. Uses universal language.
b. Refers to beginning of mankind and marriage.
c. Addressed to unbelieving Jews.
d. Applies to Christians but not to Christians only.
d) "Guilty partner, put away for fornication, free to remarry."
i) No evidence. Only an inference and that not a necessary one.
ii) Innocent can remarry, not because of "broken bond", but because Jesus says so.
iii) No exception in the case of one put away.   Mt. 19:9  Mt. 5:32
e) "Adultery automatically severs marriage bond, freeing both parties to remarry."
i) Frightening implications:   Live in adultery with mate who had a secret affair.
ii) Fornication does not automatically sever marriage - only constitutes legitimate cause for divorce.
iii) Reduces Mt. 19:9 to nonsense.
iv) This position utterly without foundation in Scripture.
f) "A Christian whose unbelieving mate has departed is free to marry again"    Argument: "not under bondage" I Cor. 7:15.
i) "bondage" not marriage bond - but means bondservitude or slavery - Greek: (doulo)
ii) Marriage bond - Rom. 7:2; 1 Cor. 7:27,39 - Greek: 5eco (deo).
iii) Paul is simply saying that the marriage covenant does not so enslave one that the Christian is obligated to yield his duty to Christ in order to please his or her unbelieving spouse.
g) “Each person is to abide in the relationship in which he is called"    1 Cor. 7:20,27
i) Has reference to legitimate relationships - those not a violation of God's will.
ii) Otherwise, this would also legitimize polygamy and homosexuality as well as adultery.
iii) What abut the thief? Can he come to the kingdom with his stolen goods?
h) "Adultery in Matthew 5:32 and 19:9 is the act of divorcing and remarrying (breaking covenant) and has nothing to do with sexual cohabitation, therefore you cannot 'live in adultery' and repentance does not require you to leave the person you sinfully married." 
i) No Greek lexicon gives this as a definition of adultery.
(1) Thayer: "[moichao]: to have unlawful intercourse with another's wife, to commit adultery with...." [Illustrates with Matt. 5:32 and 19:9],   (Greek-English Lexicon of the N.T.,p.4ll).
(2) Vine: "MOICHOS (uotxoc;) denotes one who has unlawful intercourse with the spouse of  another, Luke 18:11; 1 Cor. 6:9; Heb. 13:4. (Expository Diet. Of N.T. Words, pp. 32,33).
(3) ISBE: "ADULTERY, ...In Scripture designates sexual intercourse of a man, whether  married or unmarried, with a married woman." (Vol. I, p. 63).
(4) Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, 1975: "The term adultery is used in the Scriptures to designate sexual intercourse, with mutual consent, between a man, married or unmarried, and the wife of another man. Likewise the term is used to describe sexual intercourse, with mutual consent, by a married woman with any man other than her husband." (Vol. I, p. 65).
ii) This creates a definition of adultery that will not fit other instances of its use in the NT. For example: Matt. 5:27; John 8:3,4.
iii) This definition will not fit the use of adultery in Matt. 5:32 and 19:9.
(1) The woman who is put away commits adultery, and the man who marries her, whether married or unmarried, also commits adultery.
iv) Unlawful divorce and remarriage is spoken of as committing adultery because it is the design and purpose of marriage for the partners to enter the marriage bed. Note Hebrews 13:4.
i) "How can you commit adultery with one who is your husband or your wife?"
i) A marriage to one who is not free to marry you or whom you are not free to marry indicates that there is a prior marriage covenant.
ii) Note Romans 7:3: "So then, if, while her husband lives, she be joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if the husband die, she is free from the law, so that she is no adulteress, though she be joined to another man."
iii) It was not lawful for Herod Antipas to be married to his brother Philip's wife even though he had married her. Mark 6:17,18.
iv) To make this argument is to deny that a polygamist can commit adultery with his other wives since he has "married" them. 
j) "Where in the Bible is there an example of people being required to put away their marriage mates to please God?" 
i) Ezra 9:1-4, 10-14; 10:1-4
ii) Mark 6:17,18
iii) These are examples of what must be done when we are in unlawful marriages.
