Footprints of Jesus

Lesson 1

The Baptism of Jesus

Verse to Remember:

· And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”





                                                                                                  -   Matthew 3:17   (NKJV)

Today’s Reading:  

· Matthew 3:1-17

Things to Look For As You Read:

· John has been preaching in the wilderness of Judea

· A multitude of people from Jerusalem, Judea and all the region surrounding the Jordan River come to hear John preach

· John teaches the Pharisees and Sadducees about repentance

· John talks about Jesus being the One that will come after him

· Jesus comes from Nazareth in Galilee to the Jordan River to see John

· Jesus persuades John to baptize Him

· God declares Jesus as His son and gives His approval of Him

What Do You Think?
1. In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”  (Matt. 3:1-2)

a.  What does repent mean?

b.  What is the kingdom of heaven referring to here?   (See Matt.16:18-19)
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2. Then Jerusalem, all Judea and all the region around the Jordan went out to him and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins.  (Matt. 3:5-6)

a. What does it mean to confess your sins?

b. Are we told to confess our sins?

c. Read 1 John 1:9.  What does this passage say about confessing our sins?

3. But when John saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “Brood of vipers!  Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’  For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones…”  (Matt. 3:7-9)

a. Who were the Pharisees and Sadducees?

b. What is a viper?

c. Why would he call them this?

d. What would be an example of “fruits worthy of repentance”?

e. What did they need to repent from, wasn’t it true that they were the children of Abraham?  

f. What does John tell them not to rely on to save them?  Why?

g. What did they need to do to really be a child of God?

4. And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees.  Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  (Matt. 3:10)

a. Which trees are going to be cut down?

b. How do we, as Christians, bear fruit?

c. What does this verse say is going to be done with the trees that are cut down?
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5. “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  (Matthew 3:11)

a. Who is coming after John?

b. The scripture tells us about those that were baptized with the Holy Spirit.  Who were they?   

(Hint)    Read:   Acts  2:1-4        -

                          Acts 10:44-45   -

                          Acts 11:15-18   -

c. The verses above from Acts show where the Holy Spirit came directly from heaven on two occasions and brought blessings to all mankind: 

.   the one on Pentecost brought blessings to the  _______,

.   the other one at the house of Cornelius brought the blessings to the 

    ____________________. 

 .   Therefore, the baptism of the Holy Spirit by Jesus has resulted in 

     blessing all nations, just as God promised Abraham.

     (Read:  Genesis 22:18)   

d. In verse 11 John tells us that there will be one to come after him, Jesus, who will baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  We saw exactly who was baptized with the Holy Spirit from the above scriptures in Acts.  What about the baptism with fire?  “Fire” is often connected with the final destruction of the wicked in the scriptures, as we see in verses 10 and 12.  We conclude that the fulfillment of the prediction of baptism in fire is to be realized when the wicked people will be immersed or baptized in fire when they are cast into the lake of fire, just as the trees that did not bear fruit. (Read Rev. 20:15)

6. “His winnowing fan is in His hand and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”  (Matt. 3:12) 

a. What is a winnowing fan?

b. Whose holding the winnowing fan in His hand?

c. Who is the wheat?  Where does He put the wheat?

d. Who is the chaff?    What is done with the chaff?
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7. “Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him.  And John tried to prevent Him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?’  But Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness’.  Then he allowed Him.”  (Matt. 3:13-15)

a. Why did John think that Jesus did not need to be baptized?

b. Why did Jesus want to be baptized?  (Read:  John 6:38)

c. What does the word fulfill mean?

8. “When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold,  the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him.  (Matt. 3:16)

a. What does the word “baptize” really mean?

b. Can we see that Jesus was buried or immersed  in the water from this verse?

9. “And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  (Matt. 3:17)

a. Whose voice spoke from the heavens?

b. Who was He talking about?

c. Who descended like a dove from above?

d. Though One in substance, there is a distinction to be made between the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  (Read:  Matt. 28:19)

Closing Thoughts:
· Jesus did not need to be baptized because he was without sin, but He was baptized because He had come to do His Father’s Will.  (Read:  John 4:34 and John 6:38)

· Shouldn’t we who have sinned want to do our Father’s will?  We can do that by being baptized for the remission of our sins just like the first Christians did.                   (Read Acts 2:38)

Footprints of Jesus

Lesson 2

The Sermons of Jesus

Verse to Remember:

· “Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock…





                                                                                                  -    Matthew 7:24    (NKJV)

Today’s Reading:  

· Matthew 5:1-12;  Matthew 7:24-29

Things to Look For As You Read:

· The Beatitudes

· The theme of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount:  The Gospel of the Kingdom of Heaven 

· Who are the Citizens of the Kingdom

· The Righteousness of the Kingdom

· The Exhortations to Enter the Kingdom

· The Consequences of Not Being a Citizen of the Kingdom

What Do You Think?
1.  Read  Matt. 5:1-12.  “And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His disciples came to Him.  Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying:

· Blessed are the poor in spirit,

          For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

· Blessed are those who mourn, 

          For they shall be comforted.
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· Blessed are the meek, 

          For they shall inherit the earth.

· Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness,

          For they shall be filled.

· Blessed are the merciful,

          For they shall obtain mercy.

· Blessed are the pure in heart,

    For they shall see God.

· Blessed are the peacemakers,

          For they shall be called sons of God.

· Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,

    For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

· Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake,

· Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.    (Matt. 5:1-12)

a. What do you think the word “blessed” means?

b. Do we need to possess all of these qualities to truly be citizens of the kingdom?    

In these verses known as the Beatitudes, Jesus tells us that the outcome of those individuals who possess these certain qualities is that we will be citizens in the kingdom of God.  The benefit of being in the kingdom of heaven is the condition of blessedness, a true state of happiness.  

It does take all of these qualities working together within an individual to be 

able to love and serve God from the heart and that is what God is interested

in….our hearts.   

     Read:  1 Samuel 16:7b)  “…For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man 

     looks at the _________________ appearance, but the Lord looks at the

     ____________.”
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2. What kind of hearts will we have if we are truly interested in serving God?

We will have a trusting and submissive heart if we are truly interested in serving God.  It is the humble seeker, full of the sense of his own emptiness before God, who will receive God’s gift of salvation.  It is the sincerely obedient person, acting from the heart, who will worship acceptably before Him. 

· Trust in the Lord with all your ____________, and lean not on your own _______________________; In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.  (Proverbs 3:6)

3. Jesus revealed what was truly important when he answered the lawyer’s questions in   Matt. 22:35.  

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the law?  Jesus said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your ________, with all your ________, and with all your mind.  This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like it:  You shall love your neighbor as _______________.  On these two commandments hang _______ the Law and the Prophets.”

4. Wholehearted devotion is what the Lord has always desired from his people.  See Deut. 10:12

“And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you, but to __________ the Lord your God, to walk in ______ His ways and to ________ Him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the commandments of the Lord and His statutes which I command you today for your ___________.

5. Jesus said in Matt. 7:24-25

“Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a ______________ man who built his house on the rock; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not ________, for it was founded on the ___________.

a. It won’t always be easy to be devoted to God.  Name some things that could be examples of the rains descending, the floods coming and the winds blowing and beating on our house?
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b.  But we will be able to withstand the storm if we have built our house on the rock. 

       Who or what is the rock? 

c. How do we keep ourselves on the rock?

Read:  James 4:7  

· “Therefore ___________ to God.  Resist the devil and he will ______ from you.  Draw near to God and He will draw near to you…”

Read:    1 John 1:7 

· “…but if we walk in the ___________ as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”

Read: 1 John 2:24

· “Therefore let that _______ in you which you heard from the beginning.  If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father.  And this is the promise that He has promised us—eternal life!”

  
Read:  Colossians 3:16

· “Let the _________ of __________ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, ______________  with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”

            Read:   John 15:7  

· “If you abide in _____, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.
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6. Jesus also said in Matt. 6:19-21:

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on __________, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasure in _________, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieve do not break in and steal.  For where your ________________ is, there will your ____________ be also.

· How can we lay up treasures in heaven?

Read:  Matthew 25:31-40

“…for I was hungry and you gave Me ________, I was thirsty and you gave me __________; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you ______________ Me, I was _________ and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.  Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink….And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to _____.’”

7. Read:  Matt.  7:28-29

“And so it was when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished 

at His teaching, for He taught them as one having ______________, and not as the 

scribes.”

· Did Jesus have  authority?  (Read Matt. 28:18)

“And Jesus came and spoke to them saying, “_______ authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth…”

Closing Thoughts:

· Jesus is “God with us”.  In Jesus’ deeds we are able to see how God acts and in His teachings we are told how God thinks.  When we read the Sermons of Jesus, we are able to listen to the Creator of the Universe.  (“Brass Tacks” article in Focus Magazine (July 01)

· Those who have obeyed the gospel have become citizens in the kingdom of heaven and should listen carefully to the Sermons of Jesus.  And not just listen, they should do, from the heart, what they hear. (Focus Magazine July 01)   For Jesus said, “Now everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house upon the sand”.  (Matt. 7:26)  Having ears to hear, may we truly hear!

Footprints of Jesus

Lesson 3

The Miracles of Jesus

Verse to Remember:

· “And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples…but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.”





                                                                                                  -   John 20:30-31   (NKJV)

Today’s Reading:  

· Luke 8:22-25;  John 9:1-11; John 2:1-11

Things to Look For As You Read:

· The Miracle of Calming the Winds and Waves Occurred on the Sea of Galilee (Lk 8)

· The Miracle of the Blind Man Healed  (John 9)

· The Miracle of the Water turned to Wine (John 2) 

What Do You Think?
1.  “Now it happened, on a certain day, that Jesus got into a boat with His disciples.  And He said to them, ‘Let us cross over to the other side of the lake.’  And they launched out.”  (Luke 8:22)

a. Why did you think Jesus wanted to cross over to the other side of the Sea of Galilee? (See Mark 4:36)

2. “But as they sailed He fell asleep.  And a windstorm came down on the lake, and they were filling with water, and were in jeopardy.” (Luke 8:23)

b. What does the word jeopardy mean?
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3. “And they came to Him and awoke Him, saying, “Master, Master, we are perishing!”  Then He arose and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water.  And they ceased, and there was a calm.” (Luke 8:23)

a. (Read:  Mark 4:39)  What does Mark record that Jesus said when he rebuked the sea?

4. “But He said to them, “Where is your faith?”  And they were afraid…”

a.   What did the disciples say to one another in Luke 8:25?

b. Why were they were so surprised?  Hadn’t they seen Jesus do other miracles?

c. Do we sometimes forget how powerful God is?  Do we sometimes try to handle our own problems instead of asking God for help?

5. “Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth.  And His disciples asked Him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” (John 9:1)

a. Why would His disciples think that anyone’s sin caused his blindness?

6. “Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed in him.  I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work.” (John 9:3-4)

a. What does Jesus mean when he says that he must work while it is day because the night is coming?

7. “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”  When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay.  And He said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is translated, Sent).  So he went and washed, and came back seeing.”  (John 9:5-7)

a. Was there healing power in the saliva or in the clay?

b. Could Jesus have healed the man without using the saliva or the clay?

c. What would have happened if the man had not obeyed Jesus and gone and washed?   Would he have been healed?
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d. What about if he had chosen another pool and not the pool of Siloam?  Would he have been healed?

e. Was there healing power in the water of the pool of Siloam?

f. When the man went to the pool of Siloam and washed like Jesus told him to, he was healed.  Why did Jesus have the man do anything at all?  Why didn’t he just heal him?

· When the man let Jesus put the clay on his eyes and when he went to the exact pool that Jesus told him to go to and washed, the man showed his willingness to obey Jesus.  It was then that Jesus allowed him to receive his sight.  Wasn’t this a wonderful gift!  

· Read Ephesians 2:8

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God…” 

g. As we see from the above verse, we, too, have been given a gift.  Does the Bible tell us what God has told us to do to receive this gift?

· Read Acts 2:38

“Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, for the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”

8. “On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there.  Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding.  And when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, ‘They have no wine.”  Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me?  My hour has not yet come.’ (John 2:1-4)

a. The answer Jesus gave to his mother sounds harsh to us but it was simply a difference in the style of address that would have been the custom of the times.  We cannot judge by this.  

b. What do you think Jesus meant when He said that, “My hour has not yet come”?
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9. “His mother said to the servants, ‘Whatever He says to you, do it.’  Now there were six  waterpots of stone, according to the manner of purification of the Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece.  Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the waterpots with water.’  And they filled them up to the brim.” (John 2:5-7)

a.  Do you think that Mary knew that Jesus was able to perform a miracle?

10. “And He said to them, ‘Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast.’  And they took it.  When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom.” (John 2:8-9)

a. What did the bridegroom say about the wine? (vs. 10)

11. “This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him.” (John 2:11)

a. Whose glory is being manifested or shown?

(See John 1:14)

Closing Thoughts:

Look back at our Verse to Remember - John 20:30-31.

The disciples believed when they saw Jesus do the signs.  Who else can believe because of the miracles of Jesus?

Footprints of Jesus

Lesson 4

The Passover With Jesus

Verse to Remember:

· “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”





                                                                                                  -   Mark 10:45   (NKJV)

Today’s Reading:  

· Luke 22: 1-13; John 13:1-17;  Luke 22:14-23  

Things to Look For As You Read:

· Jesus’ Arrangements to Observe of the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Luke 22:7-13)

· Jesus in His Final Hour with His Disciples  (John 13:1-17)

· Jesus Institutes the Lord’s Supper  (Luke 22:14) 

What Do You Think?
1. Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called Passover.   And the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill Him, for they feared the people.  (Luke 22:1-2)

a. In the Old Testament there were two feasts:  the Passover, which came on the 14th day of the first month, and the “feast of the unleavened bread”, which began immediately after the Feast of the Passover (on the 15th day) and continued 7 days.  However, at this time, they were regarded as one feast and one name applied to both feasts.  

b. According to Matthew 26:4, they were gathered together at the court of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas.  We just read in Luke 22:1-2 that they were afraid of the people?  Why would they be afraid?
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2. Then Satan entered Judas, surnamed Iscariot, who was numbered among the twelve.  So he went his way and conferred with the chief priests and captains, how he might betray Him to them. (Luke 22:3-4)

a. How did Satan enter into Judas?  (See James 1:14-16)

b. Did Judas have to betray Jesus?  (See James 1:12;  2 Cor. 10:4-5;                     

                                                            Ephesians 6:13 and 1 Cor. 10:13)

3. And they were glad, and agreed to give him money.  So he promised and sought opportunity to betray Him to them in the absence of the multitude.  (Luke 22:6)

a.  How much money did they agree to give Judas in exchange for Jesus? (See                       

     Matthew 26:15)

4. Then came the Day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover must be killed.  And He sent Peter and John, saying,  “Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat.”  So they said to Him, “Where do you want us to prepare?”  And he said to them, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him into the house when he enters.  Then you shall say to the master of the house,  ‘The Teacher says to you, “Where is the guest room where I may eat the Passover with My disciples?  Then he will show you a large, furnished upper room; there make ready.”  So they went and found it just as he had said to them, and they prepared the Passover.   (Luke 22:7-12)

a. Jesus planned to observe the Passover and had his disciples go and meet the man, find the room and make ready for the feast.  Do you think that the disciples’ faith was strengthened when they saw that everything worked out just the way Jesus told them it would?   Would this have made an impression on you?

5. Now before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that He should depart from this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.  (John 13:1)

a. What does it mean when it says that Jesus knew that His hour had come?
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6.  And supper being ended, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him, Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was going to God… (John 13:2-3)

a. We already talked about how the devil can put something into our hearts (See again James 1:14-16).  We know that the devil is like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.  (See 1 Peter 5:8)  Satan will cast darts of temptation at us and place evil thoughts into our minds.  We are not responsible for what the devil does, but we are responsible for what we do with those thoughts.  We must use our shield of faith to quench the fiery darts of the wicked one (See Ephesians 6:16).  

b. What does it mean when it says here that Jesus knew that the Father had given all things into His hands and that He had come from God?  (See  1 Cor. 15:28 and John 8:42)

7. Jesus rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself.  After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded.  Then He came to Simon Peter.  And Peter said to Him, “Lord, are You washing my feet?   (John 13:4-6)

a. No Jew could attend the Passover if they were unclean.  When the Jews came to Jerusalem to observe the Passover, they had to purify themselves.  (See John 11:55)  So the disciples had already prepared themselves and had purified themselves, but in walking around, it was possible that their feet had touched something that was unclean.  So as they approached the time of the actual supper, they only needed to wash their feet to be entirely clean.  Then they could partake of the Passover supper.  

b. It was a rule among the Jews that the humbler should wash the feet of the greater person.  Why do you think Peter told Jesus, “You shall never wash my feet!”?

8. Jesus answered and said to him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but you will know after this.”  Peter said to Him, “You shall never wash my feet!”  Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.”  (John 13:7-8)

a. Has there ever been something that your parents have told you that you needed to do and you didn’t really understand why or maybe even disagreed with what they told you?
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b. We should remember that just as Peter had some things that he needed to learn as a disciple of Jesus, that there are things that we need to learn from our parents and from God's Word, that we might not fully understand right now.  As we mature, we will be able to see it more clearly.  How can  the following verse help us when we are feeling this way?  (See Proverbs 3:5-6)

9. Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!”  Jesus said to him, “He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.”  For He knew who would betray Him; therefore, He said, “You are not all clean.”  (John 13:9-11)

a. Who do you think Jesus was talking about when He said, “You are not all clean.”?

10. So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you?”  “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you.”               (John 13:12-15)

a. What do you think Jesus was trying to teach them by washing their feet?  (See Romans 12:3, 10, 16 and Matthew 25:34-40)

11. “Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him.  If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.”  (John 13:16-17)

a. Jesus gave us many good examples.  We need to read about them and remember to be like Him in our lives.  What does this verse say about being a doer and not a forgetful hearer of  God’s Word?  (See James 1:25)

12. When the hour had come, He sat down, and the twelve apostles with Him.  Then He said to them, “With fervent desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I say to you, I will no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”  (Luke 22:14-16)
a.  When would the Passover be fulfilled in the kingdom of God?  (See 1 Cor. 5:7)
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13. Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, “Take this and divide it among yourselves; for I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.  And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’  Likewise He also took the cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you.”  (Luke 22:17-20)

a. Jesus said he would not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.  Has it come?  (See Colossians 1:2 ;  Colossians 1:17-18; Ephesians 2:19-22  and  Acts 2:47)

b. What do you think Jesus meant when He referred to the cup as the new covenant?  (See  Hebrews 8:13 and Colossians 2:11-14)

c. Jesus said, “…do this in remembrance of Me.”  How do we know when to do this in remembrance of Jesus?  (See 1 Peter 2:21; Acts 20:7)

Closing Thoughts:

Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of  God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.  And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.  Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  (Philippians 1:5-11)

 “If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me…” (John 12:26)  Let’s follow in the footsteps of Jesus.   Just as Jesus, the Son of God, came to serve others,  we should follow his example and let this mind be in us.  “Let each of us look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.”  (Philippians 2:4)  

Footprints of Jesus

Lesson 5

The Resurrection of Jesus

Verse to Remember:

· And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”





                                                                                           -    Matthew 28:18-20   (NKJV)

Today’s Reading:  

· John 18:1-14; 28-38; 19:1-42;  John 20:1-20;  Matt. 28:18-20;  Acts 1:4-11

Things to Look For As You Read:

· Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane (John 18:1-14)

· Jesus Standing Before Pilate  (John 18:28-38)

· The Scourging of Jesus  (John 19:1-4) 

· The Jews Disowning Jesus (John 19:5-16)

· Jesus Being Crucified (John 19:17-30)

· The Burial of  Jesus (John 19:31-42)

· The Resurrection of  Jesus (Luke 24:1-12) 

· Jesus Appears to the Apostles (John 20:19-22)

· Jesus Gives the Great Commission (Matthew 28:16-20)

· The Holy Spirit Promised to the Apostles (Acts 1:4)

· Jesus Ascends into Heaven (Acts 1:8-9)
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What Do You Think?

1. When Jesus had spoken these words, He went out with His disciples over the Brook of Kidron, where there was a garden, which He and His disciples entered.  And Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew the place; for Jesus often met there with His disciples.  (John 18:1-2)

a. What was the name of this Garden?  (See Matt. 26:36)

2. Then Judas, having received a detachment of troops, and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, came there with lanterns, torches, and weapons.  (John 18:3)

a.  Judas was one of  Jesus’ chosen apostles.  He had been in the Garden of Gethsemane with Jesus and the other apostles.  He had been with Jesus when he had performed miracles.  He had been with Jesus at the Passover supper and when Jesus washed the feet of His apostles.  He even knew that Jesus was aware that he was the one that was going to betray him and yet, he comes to the Garden prepared with lanterns and weapons.

b.   What do you think Judas was thinking about at this point?

3. Jesus therefore, knowing all things that would come upon Him, went forward and said to them, “Whom are you seeking?”  They answered Him, “Jesus of Nazareth.”  Jesus said to them, “I am He.”  And Judas, who betrayed Him, also stood with them.  Now when He said to them, “I am He,” they drew back and fell to the ground.     (John 18:4-6)

a. Why do you think the men seeking Jesus drew back and fell to the ground after Jesus said, “I am He.”? 

Some have suggested that the reason that this happened was so that all would understand that Jesus surrendered his life to the soldiers and that they could not have arrested him without his agreeing for it to be done.

4.  Then Jesus asked them again, “Whom are you seeking?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”  Jesus answered, “I have told you that I am He.  Therefore, if you seek Me, let these go their way.” (John 18:8)

a. Jesus did not speak as though he was afraid.  He had been strengthened by the appearance of the angel after He had prayed to God, His Father.  What did He tell the soldiers to do concerning His apostles?
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5. …that the saying might be fulfilled which He spoke, “Of those whom You gave Me I have lost none.”  (John 18:9)

a. What saying is being referred to here in this verse?  (See John 6:39)

b. Why would it be important for Jesus to protect the apostles and make sure they were not killed when He was?

6. Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear.  The servant’s name was Malchus.  So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into the sheath.  Shall I not drink the cup which My Father has given me?” (John 18:10-11)

a. Peter had told Jesus that he would be willing to die with Jesus and here he shows that he was ready to fight for him.  But Jesus tells Peter to put the sword away.  What did Jesus mean when he asked, “Shall I not drink the cup which My Father has given me?”  (See Matt. 26:39, 42)

b. If Jesus had wanted to fight could God have given Him help?  (See Matt. 26:53)

7. Then the detachment of troops and the captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and bound Him.  And they led Him away to Annas first, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas who was high priest that year.  Now it was Caiaphas who advised the Jews that it was expedient that one man should die for the people.  (John 18:12-14)

a. See John 11:45-50

8. Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium…Pilate then went out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this Man?”  They answered and said to him, “If He were not an evildoer, we would not have delivered Him up to you.” …Then Pilate entered the Praetorium … and said to Jesus, “Are you the King of the Jews?”…Jesus answered him, “My kingdom is not of this world.  If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but My kingdom is not from here." (John 18:28-36)

a. Where was Jesus’ kingdom from and what is Jesus’ kingdom?
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9. Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are you a king then?”  Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I am a king.  For this cause I was born and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth.  Everyone who is of the truth, hears My voice.”  Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?”  And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews, and said to them, “I find no fault in Him at all.”  (John 18:33-38)

a. Jesus talked about truth when He prayed to His Father for His disciples.  What does Jesus say that truth is in John 17:17?

10. “But you have a custom that I should release someone to you at the Passover.  Do you therefore want me to release to you the King of the Jews?”  Then they all cried again, saying, “Not this Man, but Barabbas!”  Now Barabbas was a robber.  (John 18:38-40)

a.  What do the chief priests say in John 19:15 when Pilate calls Jesus their King?  

11. So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him.  And the soldiers twisted a crown of thorns and put it on His head, and they put on Him a purple robe.  They they said, “Hail, King of the Jews!”  And they struck Him with their hands.  Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe.  And Pilate said to them, “Behold the Man!”  Therefore, when the chief priests and officers saw Him, they cried out, saying, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!”  Pilate said to them, “You take Him and crucify Him, for I find no fault in Him.”  (John 19:1-6)

a. In Matt. 27:24, what did Pilate do to show that he found no fault in Jesus and that he wanted to be held innocent of the blood of Jesus?  

12. The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to our law He ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of God.”  Therefore, when Pilate heard that saying, he was the more afraid, and went again into the Praetorium, and said to Jesus, “Where are You from?  But Jesus gave him no answer.  (John 19:7-9)

a. Why do you think Jesus did not answer this question?

13. Then Pilate said to Him, “Are You not speaking to me?  Do You not know that I have the power to crucify You, and power to release You? (John 19:10)  

a. What was Jesus’ answer to this?  (See John 19:11)
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14. Then he delivered Him to them to be crucified.  So they took Jesus and led Him away.  And He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha, where they crucified Him, and two others with Him, one on either side, and Jesus in the center.  Now Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross.  (John 19:16-20)

a. What was the title that Pilate put on Jesus’ cross?  What languages was it written in?  

b. In Matt. 27 we see where the chief priests were mocking and spitting on Jesus saying, Hail, King of the Jews!   What did they say in Matt. 27:42-43?

15. After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said “I thirst!”  Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a hyssop and put it to His mouth.  (John 19:28-29)

a. What did Jesus say after he received the sour wine?  (See John 19:30) 

b. What did He finish?  (See John 4:34 and  John 6:38)

16. …And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.  (John 19:30)

a. We see that Jesus gave up His spirit.  He gave His life, no one took it.  (Also see Mark 10:45)

b. What happened after Jesus gave up His spirit?  (See Matt. 27:53)

c. In Matt. 27:54 we see where the centurion that was guarding Jesus at the cross was a witness to all that happened.  What did he say after seeing these things?

17. But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs.  But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out.  And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you may believe.  For these things were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled, “Not one of His bones shall be broken.”  And again another Scripture says, “They shall look on Him whom they pierced.”  (John 19:33-37)

a.  See Numbers 9:12 and Zechariah 12:10 for these prophesies.
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18. After this, Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus; and Pilate gave him permission.  So he came and took the body of Jesus.  And Nicodemus, who at first came to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds.  They they took the body of Jesus, and bound it in strips of linen with the spices, as the custom of the Jews is to bury.  (John 19:38-40)

a. We remember Nicodemus from John 3 when he came to visit Jesus by night because he did not want to be seen with Jesus.  Now we see him assisting in his burial.  

19. Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid.  So there they laid Jesus, because of the Jews’ Preparation Day, for the tomb was nearby.  (John 19:41-42)

b. Where was it prophesied that Jesus would be buried?  (See Isaiah 53:9)

20. Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they, and certain other women with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared.  But they found the stone rolled away from the tomb.  (Luke 24:1-2)  

a. The body of Jesus had been buried quickly on Friday evening to avoid breaking the Sabbath.  The wrapping of Jesus’ body had not been completed because of the approach of the Sabbath day.  Once the Sabbath Day had passed and with the first dawn of Sunday morning, the women appeared at the tomb with the spices to complete the job.  What women were there that day?  (See Mark 16:1)

b. Who had rolled the stone away from the tomb?  (See Matt. 28:1-2)

c. Do you think Jesus had already risen by the time the earthquake occurred and the angel rolled the stone away?  

d. Yes, Jesus had already risen.  So why did the angel roll the stone away?    

21. Then they went in and did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  And it happened, as they were greatly perplexed about this, that behold, two men stood by them in shining garments.  Then, as they were afraid and bowed their faces to the earth, they said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead?” (Luke 24:3-5)

a. What did the angels mean by seeking the “living among the dead”?  
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22. “He is not here, but is risen!  Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.’”  And they remembered His words.    (Luke 24:6-8)

a. Read Mark 10:32-34.  This was where Jesus had told his apostles that He was going to die and rise again the third day.  

23. Then they returned from the tomb and told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest.  It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them, who told these things to the apostles.  And their words seemed to them like idle tales (nonsense), and they did not believe them.  (Luke 24:9-11)

a. Why were there only eleven apostles to tell?  Who was missing?                      (See Matt. 27:3-5)

b. What else were they supposed to tell the apostles?  (See Matt. 28:7)

24. But Peter arose and ran to the tomb; and stooping down, he saw the linen cloths lying by themselves; and he departed, marveling to himself at what had happened.        (Luke 24:12)

a. What did Peter notice about the linen cloths in the tomb?  (See John 20:6-7)

25. Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.”  When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side.  Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.  So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you!”  As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.”  (John 20:19)

a. What do you think Jesus meant when He said to them, “I also send you.”?

26. Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had appointed for them…And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.  (Matt. 28:16-20)

a. Why do you think this is called the Great Commission?  What does the word commission mean?

27. And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which”, He said, “you have heard from Me…”  (Acts 1:4)    Now when he had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight…(Acts 1:9)  Then they returned to Jerusalem.

