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Pure In Heart

I.  What Does It Mean to Be Pure In Heart?
· Clean, unspotted, simple, sincere, free from any impurities

· James 1:27 – “Pure and undefiled religion before God and

the Father is this:  to visit orphans and widows in their 

trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world”.

· 2 Corinthians 1:12 – “…that we conduct ourselves in the world

          in simplicity and godly sincerity…”

· 1 Peter 1:22 – “Since you have purified your souls in obeying 

          the truth…love one another fervently with a pure heart.”
When we talk about the “heart” here, we need to realize that the “heart” spoken of here, refers to our emotion (See John 14:1). “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God; trust also in Me.”
It also refers to our intellect (See Mark 2:8). “Immediately Jesus knew…
what they were thinking in their hearts…”  The heart being talked about here is referring to the inner man and his many functions, i.e., a person’s behavior, habits, thoughts and words.  This is the heart that we want to keep pure.  We want to guard and protect this part of our hearts from the evil influences of the world.

II.  Why Does God Want Our Hearts To Be Pure?

· God knows that our behavior, habits, words and even our very thoughts are controlled by our hearts.
      Proverbs 23:7 -  “As a man thinks in his heart, so is he”.
· God knows that is imperative for us to keep our hearts as pure as possible so that a pure life will follow.  All of our thoughts, actions and deeds stem from the kind of our hearts we have.  This is why it should be our goal to keep our hearts pure, because in so doing, we will be able to let our lights shine before men.  And when others observe our pure and righteous lives, God will be glorified.
     Matthew 5:16 - “Let your light so shine before men, that they may
     see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”
· God wants us to keep our hearts pure so that we will be at one with Him and not against Him. 
     Psalms 34:15-16 -  “The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and
     His ears are open to their cry.  The face of the Lord is against
     those who do evil…”.

· It is God’s will that we should all be saved (See 2 Pet. 3:8) and He wants us to be with Him one day forever.

Matt. 5:8 - “Happy are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”  

III.  How Do We Keep Our Hearts Pure?
· By Having Faith in God

.  Acts 15:8-9 – “So God, who knows the heart…purifies the heart

   by your faith…” 1 John 3:3 – “And everyone who has this hope

   purifies himself, just as God is pure.”

· By Looking to the Greatest Source of Purity – God and His Word

.  1 Peter 1:15 – “…but as He who called you is holy, you also 

              be holy in all your conduct…”

          .   Psalms 19:7-11

· By Following Jesus’ Example of :
.  A Pure Life – Hebrews 4:15; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Tim. 4:12
     .  Pure Speech - 1 Pet. 2:22; Isaiah 53:9
     .  A Living Sacrifice - John 10:17-18; Phil. 2:5

     .  His Charitable Deeds – Matt. 15:32; Acts 10:38; Gal. 6:10

· By Obeying God’s Word 
.  1 Peter 1:22 – “…you have purified your souls in obeying truth.” 

.  Deut. 10:12-13 – “…what does the Lord your God require of you,

   but to walk in all His ways...”

· By Asking for God’s Help Through Prayer
.  Psalms 51:10-11 – “Create in Me A Clean Heart, O God, and 

   renew a steadfast spirit within me.”
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1. To understand what it means to be pure in heart and to know what blessings come from having a pure heart, both here on this earth and after our life on earth is over.  (Matthew 5:8)
2. To realize that God wants us to be holy just as He is holy!!!  (1 Peter 1:15)

3. To learn that it is very important to hate that which is evil and to cling to that which is good. (Rom. 12:9)

4. To remember that a pure life follows a pure heart and that our living a pure life will result in God being glorified and the beauty of Jesus being seen in each of us.   (Matthew 5:14-16)
