
Hebrews 6:1-3
Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary 
principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not 
laying again the foundation of repentance from dead 
works and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of 
baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the 
dead, and of eternal judgment. And this we will do if 
God permits.







How can anyone understand it?





1. Change is Hard
75% of people stay in the same Christian 

denomination throughout their entire life.
(Pew Religious Landscape Study 2023-2024)



2. You May Be Wrong
We have a hard time dealing with that.

(Acts 9:29)



3. Truth Is Knowable
It may take work, but it’s out there.

(John 8:32)



Read The Verses



Mark 1:1-4
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I 
send my messenger before your face, who will 
prepare your way, the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight,’” John appeared, baptizing in the 
wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins.



Luke 7:29-30
(When all the people heard this, and the tax collectors 
too, they declared God just, having been baptized 
with the baptism of John, but the Pharisees and the 
lawyers rejected the purpose of God for 
themselves, not having been baptized by him.)

John’s ministry prepared the way for Jesus’s, and 
baptism accompanied by repentance for forgiveness 
was preached.  



John’s ministry prepared the way for Jesus, 
by calling all men to repentance and baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. 



John 4:1-3
Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard 
that Jesus was making and baptizing more 
disciples than John (although Jesus himself did not 
baptize, but only his disciples), he left Judea and 
departed again for Galilee.



Matthew 28:18-20
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.”



Mark 16:15-16
And he said to them, “Go into all the world and 
proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. Whoever 
believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever 
does not believe will be condemned.



Jesus also commanded baptism, both in his 
public ministry and before His ascension. He 
tied it to discipleship and salvation. 



Acts 2:37-28
Now when they heard this they were cut to the 
heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” And Peter 
said to them, “Repent and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.



Acts 8:35-36
Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning 
with this Scripture he told him the good news 
about Jesus. And as they were going along the 
road they came to some water, and the eunuch 
said, “See, here is water! What prevents me 
from being baptized?”



Acts 16:30-33
Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?” And they said, “Believe 
in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you 
and your household.” And they spoke the word of 
the Lord to him and to all who were in his 
house. And he took them that very hour of the 
night and washed their wounds, and 
immediately he was baptized, he and all his 
household.



Acts 22:10,16
And I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ And the Lord 
said to me, ‘Rise, and go into Damascus, and 
there you will be told all that is appointed for 
you to do.’

And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized 
and wash away your sins, calling on his name.’



The apostles also carried the same message 
about baptism, linking it to good news of 
Jesus and associating it with the forgiveness 
of sins.



Romans 6:4-5
We were buried therefore with him by baptism 
into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 
might walk in newness of life. For if we have 
been united with him in a death like his, we shall 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like 
his.



1st Peter 3:20-21
“…because they formerly did not obey, when 
God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while 
the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that 
is, eight persons, were brought safely through 
water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, 
now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the 
body but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ…”



Colossians 2:11-13
In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision 
made without hands, by putting off the body of the 
flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having been 
buried with him in baptism, in which you were also 
raised with him through faith in the powerful 
working of God, who raised him from the dead. And 
you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together 
with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses,



Galatians 3:26-27
“…for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, 
through faith. For as many of you as were 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”



The epistles add depth to our understanding 
of baptism, comparing it to Noah and the ark, 
circumcision, a burial and resurrection, all 
leading to a new life and salvation.



Understanding
belief

conviction
confession

baptism



And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went 
down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized 
him. And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of 
the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no 
more, and went on his way rejoicing.
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